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The Hon, A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes; that
‘brings out my feelings on the matter. No
one wants to see someone with a large
family put out of a house, but these people
are left no alternative in some cases.
In some instances large amounts of rent
are owing—even up to £120 and £130.
Some of the people who awe these amounts
have articles on time payment. For in-
stance, they are buying cars or fridges,
or such like.

The Hon. H, C. Simpson: The particu-
lar instance you menhtioned, is he un-
employved?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Yes, he is,
but he has been a bad tenant all the time.
The situation really concerns me. I do
not want to see the Commission being
hard on these people, but there is the
necessity to take some action because the
officers of the Commission are giving at-
tention to the problem. They want fo
see the Commission keep its head above
water, and it can only do that if it gets
the rents that accrue to it each week. It
amounts to the fact that when, for in-
stance, rebates are given to pensioners,
the other people have to continue to pay
rents in order that those rebates may bhe
granted.

I think that, to the best of my ability,
- I have covered most of the points raised
by members. If there is any matter which
I have cmitied, and the honourable mem-
ber concerned would communicate with
me personally or by letter, I shall cer-
tainly have pleasure in lgoking into the
problem for him.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

Presentation of Address
On motion by the Minister for Mines,
resolved:

That the Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor by the
President and such members as may
desire to accompany him.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING
1, Cattle Trespass, Fencing, and Im-
pounding Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Hon. A. L. Loton.
2, Child Welfare Act Amendment,

Introduced by the Hon. L. A. Logan,
(Minister for Local Government).

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-—Minister for Mines). 1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2.30 p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.3 p.m.
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Inheritance jrom Previous Administration -

3. Mr.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE.
This question was postponed.

Mr.

SALE OF TV SETS
Inquiry re W. J. Lucas
HAWKE asked the Minister for

Labour:

(1)

(2)

Mr.

1)

2}

Will he advise why the Director of
Investigation, under the Monopo-
lies and Restrictive Trade Prac-
tices Act, has not yet initiated an
inquiry into the suspension from
membership of W. J. Lucas from
the appropriate asseciation for
the trade of television sets to the
public?

Will he also advise when the Di-
rector is likely to commence the
necessary investigation?

PERKINS replied:

A preliminary investigation has
been commenced.

Answered by (No. 1).

GOVERNMENT COMMITMENTS

HAWKE asked the Premier:

In connection with the commit-
ments, stated to be approximately
£28,000,600, which the present
Government inherited from the
previous Government, will he state

the main details of the amounts.
chargeahble, during the current
financial year, to-—

{(a} The Consclidated Revenue
Fund;

(b) the General Loan Fund;
(¢) the Trust Punds?

. BRAND replied:

The survey of the State’s commit-
ments embraced transactions on
the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
the General Loan Fund, and Trust
Funds. The list of commitments
suporting the £28,000,000 was laid
on the Table of the House on the
8th July, 1959, and referred to
works commitments against the
General Loan Fund only. Of this
total, £11,940,468 is in respect of
the current finanecial year, the
main details of which are as
follows;—

£

Railways 1,424,970
Public Works 5,173,425
Nerth-West ... . 810,934
Metropolitan Water

Supply, Sewerage and

Drainage 1,810,000
Mines . 39,218
Agriculture 179,400
Fisheries 6,360
Industrial Develop-

ment ... . 194,057
Other State Under-

takings ... . 1,481,800
Sundries 820,304

£11,940,468

4, This question was postvoned.

MIDLAND JUNCTICON HIGH SCHOOL

3. Mr.

Change of Name
BRADY asked the Minister for

Education:

(1)

2)

(L
(2)

Is it a fact that the Government
has decided to change the name
of the Midland Junction High
School to Governor Stirling Senior
High School?

Is it also correct that the Parents
and Citizens' Association has been
asked to keep the proposed change
of name a secret?

. WATTS replied:

Yes.

No; but it was suggested that a
public announcement be made at
the time of the official opening of
the school.
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HAZELMERE

Land for School and Dale of Erection

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Has the Education Department
any land for school purposes at
Hazelmere?

(2) Has any consideration been given
to building—
(a) an infents' school;
(b) a primary school in the
Hazelmere area?

(3) When is it considered a school
will be erected in this area?

Mr. WATTS replied:

(1) No.

(2) Yes; but it is considered that
Hazelmere is adequately catered
for at the present time.

(3) This will depend on the growth of
population in the Hazelmere area.

“C” CLASS HOSPITALS
Number and Departmenial Policy

Dr. HENN asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) How many “C" class hospitals are
in the metropolitan area?

(2) Will the department do every-
thing possible to assist more of
these hospitals to he made avail-
able while the present shortage of
hospital beds exists in the metro-
politan area?

(3) Has the department any control
in preventing chroni¢ cases from
being transferred from *“C” class
hospitals to hospitals where the
inmates are unable to collect their
hospital benefits?

(4) If not, could not some Act or
regulation be brought down to
prevent such transfers as referred
to in No. (3) which are a hardship
on pensioners and others enjoy-
ing hospital benefits?

Mr. BRAND (for Mr. Ross Hutchinson)
replied: :

(1) Thirty-seven.

(2) Sympathetic consideration and
advice are given to all applications
for a license of premises as “C”
class hospitals, but certain essen-
tial hospital standards must be
maintained.

(3) and (4) This is a matter for co-
operation between the private doc-
tor, the patient, and the hospital
concerned.

MANGANESE

Tonnage of Deposils
Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:
What is the approximate tonnage

and average grade of the present
known mangahese deposits in—

(a) the Pilbara area;
(h) other areas?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Herewith approximate fonnages
and grades of known manganese
deposits as requested.
Pilbara Area
Grade—30-39.99, 40-449%, 45-
45.9%, plus 50%.
Tonnage—2,775,100,
761,050, 183,650
Other parts of ithe State
Grade—30-39.9%,. 40-44.99%, 45-
49.9%, plus 50%.

Tonnage—-—flﬁo,aﬂu, 216,000, 76,000,
Nil.

2,602,050,

This question was postponed.

KALGQORLIE EXPRESS

Accommodation on the 7th and 8th August
10. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1} Is it anticipated that bookings on
the express ex Kalgoorlie on Fri-
day, the 7th August, and ex Perth
on the 8th August, because of the
interstate football fixture to be
played in Perth on Saturday, the
8th August, will be heavier than
usual?

(2) If so, will he ensure that, if neces-
sary, extra accommodation is made
available on these trains?

Mr. PERKINS {(for Mr. Court) replied;

(1) Yes.

(2} Yes; exitra accommodation has
already beecn arranged.

LOCAL AUTHORITY ELECTIONS

Alternative Method of Counting Votes
11, Mr. EVANS asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for

Government:

(1) With a view to the redrafting of
the Local Government Bill, has he
given any consideration to recom-
mending an alternative method of
the counting of votes at loeal
authority elections to fill vacancies
when there are more candidates
than vacancies, to replace the pro-
vision embodied in the Municipal
Corporations Act, under which it
is guite possible for one group or

Local



762

[ASSEMBLY.]

“block” acquiring a small majority
of the votes cast to obtain all the
representation, and another group
in the minority to receive no rep-
resentation at all?

If not, will he give the matter his
consideration?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) Although the matter has been
givenn consideration, no decision
has been reached. However, the
matter will be discussed with the
commiftee engaged in redrafting
the Local Government Bill.

(2) Answered by No. (1),

2

GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES

12.

13.

Proposed Dissipation

Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Electricity:

Is it the policy of the present Gov-
ernment to give favourable consid-
eration to practices which have
obtained for a considerable period,
pide his answer to item No. 9
{(Votles and Proceedings No. 12)?
If the answer is in the affirmative,
will he explain why the Goverh-
ment does not apply this policy in
the matter of the proposed dissi-
pation of the PW.D. organisation
and State trading instrumen-
talities?

WATTS replied:
It depends what the practice is.
Answered by No. (1),

1)

(2}

Mr.
1)
(2)

CIVILIAN LAND SETTLEMENT
Hay River-Denmark Area

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Will there he 70 farms in the Hay
River-Denmark land settlement
scheme?

If so, what will be the average
acreage of farms in that area?
Have applications been called for
farms in the Hay River-Denmark
civilian land settlement scheme?
Has consideration been given fo
having a farmer, or farmers, from
that arca appointed to the Alioca-
tion Board?

If the answer to No. (4) is “no,”
will he give consideration ta the
suggestion?

. BOVELL replied:

No land settlement scheme in the
Hay River-Denmark area is en-
visaped at present. However, con-
sideration will be given fo approxi-
mately 80 blocks in this area being

2)

3)

(4)

(5)

1)

made available for selection when:
the survey has heen completed. It
is planned to release these blocks
from time to time in sufficient
numbers to satisfy the currenti.
demand.

(2) 8ix hundred acres.
(3) No.
{4) No.
(6} Yes.

FOREST RESERVE

Land Between Hay River and Mi. Barker

14.

15.

16.

Road

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) What acreages of land are held by
the Porests Department between
Hay River and Mt. Barker Road?

For what purpose is the land held?
BOVELL replied:

Nil. (Assuming the gquestion refers
to the area between the Albany-
Mt. Barker Road and Hay River)..

(2) Answered by No, (1).

(2)

Mr.
1)

PRISONERS' REHABILITATION
Payment of Allowance on Release

Mr. EVANS asked the Chief Secretary:
What weekly rate of allowance is
made to persons serving terms of
imprisonment to ensure that on
release such persons have some
money in their possession so as to.
rehabilitate themselves?

., BRAND (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
1st-class worker .... 11s. per week.
2nd-class worker .... 10s. per week.
3rd-class worker ... 3s. per week.
These rates are provided for in the
prison regulations.

RESERVOIRS
Condilions on Trout Fishing

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Have any new conditions recently
heen imposed on trout fishing in
water reservoirs?

If so, what are these conditions?

WILD replied:

No. Metropolitan Water Supply
By-law No. 34 preohibits fishing on
catchment areas.

Trout fishermen on the Serpentine
catchment have been informed of
the provisions of the bhy-laws in
relation to fishing in the waters of
the pipe head dam.

(2)
Mr.
1)

2)
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NURSING PROFESSION
Arbitration Court Rebview

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Will there be any difficutly in the
recruitment of trainee nurses,
when nine to five hospital typists
are in receipt of only fourpence
less than fully-trained staff nurses
on shift work?

{2} Is there disparity of respon-
sibility hetween the duties of
hospital typists and staff nurses,
when the staff nurse is responsible
for a ward of 30 or more patients,
the supervision of juniors, and the
administration and care of danger-
ous drugs?

Will he instruct the Secretary for

Labour not to oppose in the Arbi-

tration Court substantial salary

increases, and so correct the
anomalies outlined above?

€3}

Mr. BRAND (for Mr. Ross Hutchinson)

replied:

(2), & (3) Recruitment of trainee
staff has been maintained at a
satisfactory level, and the com-
parison to which the honourable
member refers does not reflect the
general situation. The assessment
of salary rates for the whole of the
nursing profession is now unhder
review by the Arbitration Court,
and the evidence by the Royal
Australian Nursing Pederation
and the Secretary for Labour has
been completed. The Secretary
for Labour hes not opposed appro-
priate increases but, on the con-
trary, has been complimented by
the Court on his approach to the
nurses’ claims.

{13,

BROOME SCHOOL
New Classsrooms

Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Minister for

Education:

(1) Has he seen in the Northern Times
of the 23rd July, 1959, the article
under the heading, “Broome P.
and C. concerned over classroom”™?
If so, what action has he taken in
this matter?

If not, will he have inquiries made
and advise me of the action taken?

. WATTS replied:

No.

Answered by No. (1).

It is intended that two additional
rooms will be erected at the
Broome School during the current
financial year. It is expected that
tenders will be called towards the
end of Oectober.

2)

(3)

18 )
(2)
(&)

19,

20.
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RAILWAY ROAD BUSES
Arrival Times at Country Centres

Mr. CORNELL asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) What are the respective scheduled
times of arrival of the railway
road transport at the following
points on a Friday:—

Mollerin;

Beacon;

Wiailki?
What were the actual times of
arrival at each place on the fol-
lowing dates:—

the 31st July;
the 24th July;
the 17th July;
the 10th July?

. PERKINS (for Mr. Court} replied:

Scheduled times of arrival—
Mollerin, 9.30 a.m.;
Beacon, 10.35 a.m.;
Wialki, 12.05 p.m.

The 31st July—

Mollerin, 2.21 p.m.;

Beacon, 6.15 p.m.;

Wialki, 9.50 p.m.

Motor truck departed Koorda

4% hours late, due to late arrival

of the train.
The 24th, the
10th July—

Intermediate times not recorded,

but due to late arrival of the

train the motor truck departed

Koorda 3 hours 5 minutes, 44

hours, and 54 hours late re-

spectively.
Owing to the amount of work re-
quired to be performed by the
train on Fridays from Northam to
Wyalkatchem and Mukinbudin,
late running has resulted. The
matter was already under in-
vestigation and as a result an
extra train is being run on Thurs-
day, the 6th August, to relieve
the normal service of some of the
work. An inspector has also been
detailed to watch the train and
motor truck working on the 6th
and the %Tth August, following
which the service will he reviewed.

(2)

(1

(2)

17th, and the

CROSSWALK

Establishment in Hay Sitreet near
Outrgam Sireet

Mr. HEAI asked the Minister for

Transport: .

(1) Isthere a possibility of a erosswalk
being made in Hay Street near the
junction of Oufram Street?

(2) If so, when?
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22.

23.
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Mr. PERKINS renlied:

{1} On the basis of pedestrian and
vehicular counts made nearby on
the intersection at Colin Street
and Hay Street, it is doubtful
whether the warrant for a cross-
walk would be met at Outram
Street.

(2) Answered by No, (1).

BETTING ROYAL COMMISSION
Remuneration of Lawyers

HEAL asked the Premier:

Is it a fact that all the lawyers
appearing at the betting inquiry
are being paid at the rate of £10
per hour whilst the Commission is
sitting and also at the rate of £10
per hour for work performed out-
side of sitting hours.

If not, would he undertake to in-
form the House of the rates being
paid to the lawyers concerned?

. BRAND replied:

and (2) I have no knowledge of
the amounts paid to lawyers ap-
pearing before the Royal Commis-
gilon. This is a matter for the
parties concerned. (See Part VI
of the Legal Practitioners Act).

Mr,
(1)

2)

(1)

AMALGAMATED COLLIERIES
Road to Serve New Mine

Mr. MAY asked the Minister represen-
ting the Minister for Mines:

(1) Has Amalgamated Collieries of
W.A. Ltd. made application for a
road to be built to its proposed new
mine, adjacent to the Leases Nos.
206, 227 and 228 held by Western
Collieries of W.A. Ltd?

If so, is it the intention of the
Government to build the road?

If the answer is in the affirmative,
when?

If in the negative, why?

BRAND replied:

Amalgamated Collieries of W.A.
Litd. has made application for
both road and rail facilities.

(3), and (4) This matter is at
present under consideration,

(2)
3)

4)

Mr.
1)

2,

GLEN EAGLE LAND
Bulldozing and Clearing

Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) For what purposes have the many
small areas of forest land adjacent
to the Albany Highway near Glen
Eagle heen bulldozed and partially
cleared?

24,

25.

(2) What has been the average cost
per acre to have this clearing
done?

What additional costs per acre
would be incurred if these lands
are to be established as pine plan-
tations?

. BOVELL: replied:

For experimental planting of
pines and other species on small
areas of pooTr quality jarrah forest
badly affected by die-back.

(2) £15 per acre.

(3) £6 per acre.

3

1

CLOUD-SEEDING TECHNIQUE
Approach to C.S.I.R.O.

Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for
Water Suppiles:

In view of the many abparently
favourable indications and fore-
casts for rain that have failed to
develop this season and the con-
sequent low level of the storage
reservoirs in the hills, which will
necessitate water restrictions next
summmer, will he ask the Premier
to approach the C.5.IL.R.O. request-
ing that organisation to carry out
trials with i3 cloud-seeding
technique in an endeavour to pre-
cipitate heavy rains over the water
catchment areas before the normal
rainy season ends?

. WILD replied:

Inquiries are being made by the
Water Supply Department con-
cerning this matter.

DENTAL TECHNICIANS
Examination of Proposed Legislation

Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Health:

With reference to a headline in
the Halgoorlie Miner of Wednes-
day, the 1st July, “Health Minister
gets teeth into Bill,” has he yet
examined the measure put for-
ward to him for consideration, in
the interests of dental technicians?

Mr. BRAND (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:

This matter is still under con-
sideration.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr. I. W. Manning, leave

of absence for two weeks granted to Mr.
Ross Hutchinson
ground of ill-health.

(Cottesloe) on the
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY

Tenth Day—Conclusion
Debate resumed from the 30th July.

MR. LEWIS (Moore) [4.45]: May I com-
mence my odest contribution to this
Address-in-reply, 8ir, by adding my con-
gratulations to those of earlier speakers
'on your accession to the exalted office of
Speaker of this House. I have no doubt
that you will continue to maintain the high
standard set by your predecessor.

By turning over the record that has been
played so frequently in recent debates, I
want to say how very proud I am to be
associated with this side of the House, and
in support of the present Government.
Wherever 1 go around the country and in
the city, I hear on all sides that this Gov-
ernment has adopted a refreshing down-
to-earth policy.

Hon. members: Hear, hear!
The SPEAKER.: Order!

Mr. LEWIS: From the “Hear, hears”
from the Opposition side, T know they
agree.

Mr. Hawke: They were boos!

Mr. LEWIS: On all sides we hear that
there is a new logk about this Government.
Up to a few months ago people used to
say that it did not matter what Govern-
ment was in power because the same policy,
more or less, was adopfted. ‘Therefore it
did not matter whether the Labour or
Libkeral-Country Party was in power be-
cause everything went along much the
same as it did before. It has come as a
refreshing surprise to many people—and
it is said that this has proved the old
theory to be wrong—to find that we now
have a Government which seems to be
dealing with matters in a practical way.

Mr. Graham: Sacking workers deliber-
ately!

Mr. Hawke: Wait til the Government
vuts up the railway freights!

Mr. LEWIS: I have listened to every
speaker on this Address-in-reply, and many
remarks made by members of the Opposi-
tion have reminded me of the days when
I used to go to see the circus, In the
afternoon preceding the opening we would
see the labourers around the circus with
their bare chests and brawny arms, driving
in the tent pegs, with heavy mallets, to
hold down the big top. I could not help
but think that the same performance was
carried out by members of the Opposition,
commencing with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion who set the tempo. Instead of driving
the pegs that hold the tent down, however,
they tried to drive in a wedge to separate
the members of this Government. But the
wedge seems to have become sadly blunted
over the years and the result of it all has
been exactly nil.

765

We have had the spectacle of the Leader
of the Opposition devoting quite some con-
siderable space in Hansard to flirting with
your affections, Mr. Speaker—if I might
put it that way.

Mr. Hawke: That is more than the
Country Party did a few weeks ago,

Mr, LEWIS: I cannot help but feel that
in the old days the Leader of the Opposi-
tion must have been a Romeo of no mean
order.

My, Graham: He still is.

Mr. LEWIS: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion concluded on that note by saying that
vour hali-nod showed that you approved
of his remarks. I think it was a hali-nod,
not of approval, but of amusement. The
Leader of the Opposition turned his atten-
tion then to the member for Avon Valley,
who was much wider awake on that
oceasion than he is now; and he did not
neglect the Independents.

We, on this side of the House, are quite
happy with this partnership and feel that
it is going along very well indeed. The
fact that there is a partnership shows that
there is a difference of opinion, in some
measure, on the objectives to be attained
or the methods by which they should he
attained. If there were not that difference
of opinion, there would be no excuse for
the continued existence of the Liberal
Party, because its members would all be
at one with the Couniry Party.

However, we respect the fact that there
is a partnership, and know that it will
continue so long as either of the parties
to it considers it in the best interests of
this State. I believe that, like many other
partnerships of a similar nature that have
existed in this State and in the Federal
sphere, this one is in for a long and fruit-
ful existence.

Mr., Graham: This was what could be
called a shotgun marriage.

Mr. LEWIS: In reviewing the Speech
with which His Excellency opened this Par-
liament, we appreciate the fact that with
50 many subjects touched on fthere could
only be limited space allotied to each one;
but I feel that there are a couple of matters
that should be mentioned. In regard to
the wool clip which, as we know, is Aus-
tralia’s biggest item of export—amounting
to some £290,000,000 per annum—I would
point out that it received exactly two lines
of space in His Excellency's Speech,

For the information of honourable mem-
bers who might get the impression that the
wool industry is fairly buoyant at present
and able to battle along reasonably well,
I might mention that I made some inquiries
as to the price per lb. received for wool in
Western Australia over the last three years.

Those figures show that for the year
ended June, 1957, the average price per lb.
received for wool in this State was 73.92d.
For the year ended June, 1958, the price
was 60.39d.; for the year ended June, 1959,



766

the average price was 45.7d. per lb., and
that was quite a considerable reduction—a
25 per cent. reduction on the price received
in the previous year., There was some
slight increase in the last sale in June of
H;is year, when the price was 49.11d. per

We know that the wool industry is meet-
ing with increasing competition from syn-
thetics, the manufacturers of which are
spending millions of pounds per year on
research, compared with which the wool-
grower spends a meagre sum of about one
farthing per 1b., which is totally inadequate,
despite the fact that it is supplemented by
Federal Government funds. I consider
there is a field there in which the wool-
grower could spend much more money, in
defence of his own industry; and there is
no doubt that it has to be defended against
the severe competition of synthetics.

We know that the Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research Organ-
isation has done and is doing considerable
research into the problem of producing
better woollen fabrics; and of recent
months the Australian Wool Bureau has
also shown a livelier interest in wool pro-
motion., Here I wish to pay tribute to the
work done this year by the Country
Women's Association in Western Australia.
This is the only State in the Common-
wealth where, up to date, that organisation
has emharked on 8 wool promotion cam-
paign and has organised competitions, at
least in the agricultural areas throughout
the State, to encourage the use of wool.
I hope that example will be followed by
similar bodies in the other States, and that
8 similar programme will be followed in
this State next year.

We must redouble our efforts in regard to
wool promotion. I feel that there is a
great field for research, not only into
the production of wool, but also into the
manufacture of woollen goods; because we
have to make the price cheaper, from the
time the manufacturer receives the wool
until the fabric appears on the customer's
back. There is too great a difference
between the price received by the woaol-
grower and what the customer has to pay
for the manufactured article.

Mr. Evans: Blame the Liberals: the
middiemen,
Mr. LEWIS: I do not altogether blame

the middleman. I think there is a con-
siderable need for technical advice in this
regard; and, just as the woolgrower has
received and will continue to receive such
advice, so I believe it is necessary that the
manufacturer should have it. I do not
think he is making such a great deal of
money out of the wool that he handles;
but we must see that the money he does
receive is used to betier advantage, so that
the consumer may be enabled to buy
woollen goods at a lower price than obiains
today.
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His Excellency also made reference to
last year's crop, and said that the excellent
growing conditions during 1958 resulted in
record yields of wheat, oats, and barley.
That is all the Speech says about cereals.
1 have here some figures which I will
supply to the House. They show that for
the year 1955-56 this State delivered to
the sidings 49,500,000 bushels of wheat. In
1956-57, that fell to 28,250,000 bushels; and
in 1957-58, the figure went to 29,250,000. In
1958-59, a record harvest of 53,250,000
bushels of wheat was delivered.

It is interesting to look at the figures for
oats, where the delivery was 6,000,000
bushels in 1955-1956; 2,000,000 bushels in
1956-57; 2,500,000 bushels in 1957-58; and
10,500,000 bushels in 1958-59. The figures
for barley in those years, respectively,
were 2,600,000 bushels, 1,500,000 bushels,
and 1,250,000 bushels; and, last season,
3,250,000 bushels, From these three grains
this State, last harvest, received altogether
a record quantity of 67,000,000 bushels.
While it is unfortunately true that much
of our wheat is still in store, because sales
have been very difficult to achieve, all of
our oats and barley—despite the fact that
13,750,000 bushels were received—have
been satisfactory disposed of.

That speaks volumes for the quality of
the grain—in the case of oats it is second
to none in Australia, being eagerly sought
after by our European customers—and re-
flects credit on the selling authorities. In
this State the Trustees of the Wheat Pool
have the selling of the oats, and are also
the managers for the barley.

The performance of that body in dis-
posing of our crop has been the envy of
simnilar organisations in the Eastern States.
In those States, on the last information I
received, almost half of the barley crop
remains unsold; whereas the growers in
Waestern Australiz will receive satisfactory
prices. Prices are now on the down-grade,
but fortunately the whole of our crop has
already been sold. Unfortunately it has
not all been delivered, owing to shipping
difficulties and other reasons, and will not
he delivered until later this vear.

A forecast of a 15 per cent. increase in
the acreage of this season’s forthcoming
crop was alse made in the Governor’s
Speech. However, I doubt whether that
increase will he made owing to the ravages
of web-worm, red-legged earth mite, and
lucerne flea. They do not affect the wheat
crops so much.

Mr. Rowberry: What about the basic
wage?

Mr. LEWIS: That will not affect the
crops that have been put in, either; but
the dry season may affect a number of
men who can earn the basic wage, if the
harvest is far below the average.

Mr. Brady: What about bank finance?
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Mr. LEWIS: I do net think bank finance
will be forthcoming unless one deserves it.
Because we had an expected carry-over at
the end of November of 24,000,000 bushels
of wheat, the storage position in this State
could become rather sticky if the antici-
pated acreage is sown; and even allowing
for the expected yield to be reduced to 15
bushels an acre—remembering that it was
18.4 bushels per acre last season—we could
have a total yield of 50,000,000 bushels. If
we add to that some 10,000,000 bushels of
oats and barley, the storage facilities will
be rather strained. There again the total
production of oats and barley will depend
on the feed position. It does not follow
that the acreage sown this season will
produce the same crop as was grown last
season.

With the anticipated receival of
50,000,000 bushels of wheat, making a total
of 60,000,000 bushels, and with a carry-
over of 24,000,000 bushels, we will have
84,000,000 bushels to be stored somewhere
during this coming harvest. Our bulk-
storage facilities at the momeni are
capable of storing only 60,000,000 bushels
after allowing, perhaps for some elbow
room to handle each of those separate
grains. Therefore, Co-operative Bulk
Handling Pty. Ltd. will have to deal with
the problem of finding additional storage
facilities either with or without some other
assistance.

Before I leave the production of cereals,
there is one other problem that calls for
increasing financial assistance: that is,
soil research, As members know, for sev-
eral years the growers of grain have con-
tributed 41d. a bushel towards the cost of
soil research. They have shown their will-
ingness and eagerness to do something that
will ultimately henefit themselves.

This question of soil research and, more
recently, research intce soil microbiology,
means that more finance—more speedy
finance—than has ohtained in the past will
be required if this State is to save itself
considerahle economic¢ loss. In many of
gur new areas settlers have large tracts
of light soil, and there are many problems
of clover mortality. The settlers are even
finding gdifficulty in getting clover to ger-
minate in some instances, and this calls
for research into the bacteria that are in
the soil.

As the member for Mwtray mentioned
the other evening, there are some heneficial
worms, and there are some that are not
50 beneficial; and evidently the same ap-
plies to the bacteria that are in the soil.
Research must be conducted so as to ascer-
tain which bacteria are beneficial and
which are not. Investigations should also
be made into the sprays that are being used
at present and those that will be used in
the future to increase the fertility of our
soils to overcome this mortality problem,

In that regard, Professor Underwood, at
the Institute of Agriculture of Western
Australian University, is doing a wonderful

167

joh. In fact, for some years he has per-
formed excellent work in evolving, for
example, improved strains of legumes and
other grasses; and he is continuing his
research at the University into soil pro-
blems. However, more rooms and more
buildings are needed so that this work may
be continued; and despite the research that
has already been done from the money
obtained from the id. a bushel collected
from the growers, more finance is needed,
and I would urge the Government to con-
tribute generously towards the cost of this
wark at the University.

I am quite satisfied that any money spent
in that direction will be returned many-
fold as the result of extra primary produc-
tion from this State. In addition to the
4d. a bushel that is levied upon the grow-
ers, the Wheat Pool has contributed a sum
of £5,000 for that research to be continued,
I have mentioned that for the purpose of
demonstrating how eager the growers
themselves are to make their contributions
towards the cost of this worthy cause.

There are one or two other matters con-
cerning my electorate on which I would
like to speak. The housing problem is still
acube in many of our country towns. Local
business people are finding great difficulty
in attracting sufficient labour from the
city and other places t0 those towns be-
cause naturally the first question the pros-
pective employee asks is: What about ac-
commodation? And when the only accom-
modation offering is the local hotel—where
there is a local hotel—the potential em-
ployee is not at all interesied.

Schoolteachers, also, are faced with this
problem of accommodation. Whilst it has
been the practice over the years to supply
a house for the headmaster, in most cases
his assistants are not provided with accom-
modation. The ordinary teacher has
always had great difficulty in finding suit-
able accommodation in a country town.
The hotel is too expensive, and private
board is not easy to get, particularly when
houses are in short supply. Therefore, I
again urge the Government to give atten-
tion to this question of providing houses,
wherever possible, for schoolteachers in
country centres.

Further, where there is an electricity
supply in the town, early consideration
should be given to having the lines con-
nected to the teacher’s guarters. In some
towns the schoolteacher is the only resi-
dent who does not enjoy the benefit of
electricity. Often he has to do his great
volume of homework with the aid of a
kerosene lamp; and in this year of 1959,
such lighting is entirely inadeguate and
unsuitable.

With the member for Victoria Park and
the member for Claremant, I have bheen
nominated as a member of the Road Safety
Council. I would therefore point out that
if any honourable member has any worth-
while suggestion to put forward with g view



768 .

to reducing the heavy loss of life that oc-
curs on our roads— I understand about 180
persons every year are killed on our roads,
and about another 4,000 are injured—I
would be only too pleased—as I know the
other two members would be, too—to pass
that suggestion on to the Road Safety
Council.

Mr. Brady: A few overways and a few
subways in the easiern suburbs would be
very handy.

Mr. LEWIS: The other evening I heard
the honourable member’s remarks concern-
ing the provision of crosswalks, and I can
assure him that these matters have already
been discussed by the Road Safety Council.
It has not discussed that particular ques-
tion, but crosswalks generally. I think gall
members have been supplied with this
booklet I have in front of me; and I com-
mend it to them for their consideration
and perusal, beecause there is a great deal
of information contained in it. In the list
of causes of accidents mentioned in this
booklet, the poor man’s motorcar—that is,
the push-cycle—rates high.

The statistics in that booklet show that
one in every 16 road fatalities is a push-
cyclist. Any honourable member who has
-occasion to cross the Causeway during the
peak hour cannot but be impressed with
the abandon with which push-cyclists
‘wend their way in and out of motorcars in
their endeavour to get ahead whilst going
over the Causeway. Many of them run
the risk of losing their lives, because it is
a r\ir:ery hazardous performance on their
part.

.. I have also noticed a great lack of tail
lights or reflectors on most of the cycles
I have seen going over the Causeway. As
-one who has to travel to Midland Junction
frequently, on my way home, I have always
had to watch out for those cycles which
do not have adequate tail lights. If the
riders could only see the tail end of their
cycles in the same way as the motorists
see them, I am sure they wouid exercise
more care and fit more suitable and more
adequate tail lights to their machines.

Earlier, this debate on the Address-in-
reply was punctuated by talk on the sub-
Ject of contract work versus day labour,
and I have noticed a great tendency to
thscredxp private enterprise. So much
emphasis is placed on the worker. I have
been intrigued by the term “worker”, and
I have sought some legal definition of it.
However, the only definition that I can
find is: “One who is emploved for hire or
reward.” In other words, an employee. At
the risk of raising the wrath of members
opposite, I would say that the terms are
not necessarily synonymous. We Xnow
that there are workers among employees,
and we know that there are good workers
and bad workers, just as there are good
employers and bad employers. This ten-
dency to discredit private enterprise re-
minds me that this State has been devel-
oped on private enterprise right from the
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first time the early settiers stepped ashore
in this State and were thrown on their
OWNn resources.

Mr. Evans: Not because of it, but in
spite of it.

Mr. LEWIS: No. I would say that they
went out as prospectors and farmers, and
have set up factories and conducted the

little shops on the corners. Very often
they are one-man shows. They have
demonstrated their initiative, have ex-

hibited great courage, have worked hard,
have saved, and have bhecome efficient.
They have then put their savings back into
their farms and their businesses, and have
progressed.

Mr. Rowberry: They do not object to
their way of life.

Mr. LEWIS: As the member for Warren
has just interjected, they have no objection
to their way of life. I have often felt
that way about it before, The man who
serves in the little corner shop, and the
dairy farmer who works seven days a week,
probably work harder than any other
worker. However, because of their hard
work and the savings they make, they
develop and grow; and the one gets anoth-
er shop, and the other improves and ex-
tends his property. The man who gets
another shop may even turn his business
into a eompany. Then, of course, he is
regarded as g capitalist, I do not know
why that is.

It would seem that from the very min-
uce a man develops and starts to employ
labour, he is one that should be discredited
and should nof belong in the community.
To me it seems all wrong that there should
be a discrimination between labour and
capital; employer and employee; and pro-
ducer and consumer, because each is com-
plementary to the other.

‘While we may have the worker who does
not give of his best; and while we may also
have the businessman who exploits the
public, I think they are rather the excep-
tions. Unless we continue with that system
of private enterprise; and unless we
encourage people to go out and develop the
country, give them some incentive to
greater efficiency, and encourage them to
put their savings back into the development
of their businesses, and so increase employ-
ment, the country will go backward, and
will become the kind of police State that we
know exists in some other countries of the
world. Men must be given the incentive to
work and to save if we are to achieve our
ends.

Mr, Bickerton: Do you agree that Gov-
erninent work is necessary to assist private
enterprise?

Mr. LEWIS: I believe that Government
financial assistance is often a good thing.
For example, I consider that the financial
assistance given by the Geovernment to
Chamberlain Industries was a very good
thing indeed, because at the time there was
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a dire shortage of tractors and other imple-
ments. So this assistance was a step in the
right direction. Being a new member, I
do not know which Government it was that
assisted that industry; nor do I know its
political complexion. But whichever Gov-
ernment it was, it certainly did a very good
job in rendering this assistance, no matter
what its political colour.

Mr. Graham: What do you think of
Government assistance for workers who
are uhemployed?

Mr. LEWIS: I cannot understand why,
in this country, single people should be
content to remain unemployed for very
long, because I feel that if a single man in
this country is unemployed, then it is
a reflection on his desire to get out and do
something for himself.

Mr. Graham: That is a shocking con-
demnation of honest workers!

Mr. LEWIS: I am not saying that they
are dishonest at all; some of them may be
as honest as the day is long. I merely say
they lack initiative.

Mr. Bickerton: They may not possess
initiative through no fault of their own.

Mr. LEWIS: I do not say it is their fault
for having been thrown out of work; but
in the transition from day labour to con-
tract work, just as in the transition from
war to peace, or vice versa—in fact in any
big social revolution—there must be some
disorganisation. .

Mr. Graham: Why not help those unfor-
tunates who suffer during the change?

Mr. LEWIS.: I think we are going to help
them.

Mr. Graham: But you are not. You have
taken the 17s. 6d. a week from them,

Mr. LEWIS: I would refer the member
for East Perth to the answer given to a
question asked about school desks and
tables, where it was shown that this State
would save about £35,773 13s. 4d. which,
on my calculation, is a saving of 35 per
cent. on the guote supplied by the State
Engineering Works. That amount could
very well be expended on some public
building. Indeed, I would be very happy if
it were spent on the erection of extra class-
rooms in my electorate. That would
create employment.

Mr. Graham: What happens meanwhile?

Mr. LEWIS: There is not a lot of infor-
mation given us by the respective Ministers.
There are a number of men who have been
thrown out of work, and who have no
prospect of being employved immediately.

Mr. Graham: There are more than s
thousand of these people.

Mr. LEWIS: I do not know whether that
is more than there were previously.

Mr. Graham: But they were getting
17s. 6d. before,
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Mr, Bickerton: The Government has
oblizations other than merely saving
money. -

Mr. LEWIS: If I were a single man and
I were in receipt of a benefit payment of
£3 5s. a week, to which was added the sum
of 17s. 6d., I would consider the amount to
be most inadequate. I would get out and get.
myself some work, even if it meant leaving
the city.

Mr. Moir: Where would you go?
Mr. LEWIS: To the country.
Mr. Moir: What would you do?

Mr. LEWIS: I have a lot of work avail-
able for a mran who is not afraid of it, and
who 1s prepared to swing an axe. The acid
test in this question of day labour and
contract work is: How many members of
the Opposition, if they were having a house
built, would have that house contructed
by day labour? How many of them woula
call tenders?

Mr. Graham: The applicanis of the
Housing Commission preferred day labour,

Mr. Moir: I can show you a good job
done by day labour on my house.

Mr. LEWIS: I do not think there would.
be toe many members of the Opposition
who would employ day labour if they were
having a house built.

Mr. Bickerton: That is hardly the case
that applies to the Government, because
the average person is nat able to supervise
the work; whereas the Government has
the necessary technical staff for this pur-
pose.

Mr. Roberts: That was not a bad speech.
Mr. Bickerton: I got away with it.

Mr. LEWIS: I do think we should try
to get away from this class attitude of con-
sidering that everything done by private
enterprise is—

Mr. Graham: You had better talk to
your Minjsters.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LEWIS: —necessarily to the detri-
ment of the employee. As I said earlier,
I think this Government is dealing with
these matters, but there is a little bit of
slack that has to be taken up. I believe,.
however, that the Ministers concerned will
meet the probiem just as humanely as it
would have been met by a Government of
a different complexion.

MRE. TOMS (Maylands) [5.221: Though.
I regret the events which led up to it, I
must, along with other members, add my
congratulations to you, Sir, for having
attained the position you now hold. I have-
every confidence that you will carry out.
the task of Speaker of this House with
dignity, and with satisfaction to all mem-
bers, even though you and I perhaps have
riot agreed as to just to what extent one
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should stick to the point. Nevertheless, I
am happy to see you there, Sir. I would
also like to add my congratulations to the
Chairman of Committees (the member for
Bunbury), despite the nasty things he may
say about me ocutside the Chamber.

Mr. Roberts: The very friendly things
I say ahout you.

Mr, TOMS: I would also offer my con-
gratulations to the Premier and his
Cabinet Ministers. Their task is not an
enviable one, and I do trust that sane
reason will prevail in regard to their
governmental activities as has prevailed in
the past.

While the Minister for Works is here, and
the evening is early, I would like to take
the cpportunity of hringing to his notice
a few of the works which I feel should he
done in my electorate. For some time now
the Perth Road Board, and the citizens of
Maylands in the Caledonian Avenue area,
have been pressing for a small drainage
system starting, say, at Joseph Street and
going down to the river. Over a period of
five vears, two figures have been quoted for
the job, and the cost has increased from
£30,000 to £40,000. That is according to
the last price I obtained.

I hepe the Government will see its way
«clear to carry out this job. It is only a
small work, but it will take in a rather
large hasin; and, as a matter of fact, would
-extend as far as Bayswater. The Bayswater
Road Board cannot carry out effective
drainage operations in some sections of the
-district until such time as the Caledonian
Avenue drain is put down in Maylands,
When it is completed, this drain will also
-remove a problem that exists at the back
of the East Maylands primary school at
the moment.

There is & large swamp in this vicinity,
‘with innumerable rushes. This has been
a menace to the people in that area; be-
cause, when the plants are drying out, the
.seeds have a tendency to float around;
and it so happens that that is the time
of year which most people choose to paint
their houses. These seeds that float
around constitute a great nuisance, because
they adhere to the freshly-painted walls
and disfigure the painted area. I live a
quarter of a mile from this swamp, and I
have also had the experience of these seeds
sticking to any wall that I might have
painted at the time, I ask that that job
be given earnest consideration. It is only
a small one, and the sooner it is done the
cheaper it will be. As I have said, in five
yeat's the cost has increased by 33 per
-cent.

Another matter to which I would like
‘the Minister for Works to give attention
is the dredging of the Swan River. In
the files of the Bayswater Road Board,
for the year 1951, can be seen letters to
‘the effect that the dredge would he up
‘the Swan River in that year. It is now
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1959 and there is no sign of a dredge there
yet. I know the member for Guildford-
Midland and the member for Middle Swan
will bear me out when I say that in some
places around Bassendean and Bayswater
there are sections of the river where one
would have no difficulty whatever in walk-
ing across, hecause the river is silted up
to such an extent. It is that which causes
the flooding we experience in a heavy win-
ter, When the area around the Causeway
was dredged, it did assist to a degree.

Members know that recently there has
been considerable talk about tourism. I
feel that we must connect that with our
Swan River. When I came down from the
Goladfields in 1920, no matter which part
of the river one traversed, one would always
find sand underfoot. Today, however, one
finds only mud. If that is allowed to con-
tinue, we will lose cne of our tourist atirac-
tions.

The member for Guildford-Midland
showed me a booklet of a small dredge
which could be loaded on to a truck and
carted around. If the Minister for Works
is at all interested, I will borrow that hook-
let from the member for Guildford-Mid-
land, as the information therein might
help to overcome these dredging difficul-
ties. There is a lot of low country along
the river, and this dredging could be used
to build up the land along its banks,

Another matter which is of vital im-
portance is the necessity for widening the
Garratt Read bridge, When the bridge
was first sited it saved Brishane and Wun-
derlich many thousands of pounds by per-
mitting them easy access across the river.
With the increase in fraffic, that bridge
has become far too narrow. Recently the
pipeline from Serpentine through to Mt.
Yokine has been placed alongside the
bridge, and I see that provision has appar-
ently been made for the widening of the
bridge. The last time it was widened I
thought it was rather a cheap job. The
4 f{t. footway, across which people used
to walk, was reduced to 3 ft. and the
bridge was only widened 1 ft.

Mr. O'Connor; How long ago was that?

Mr, TOMS: It was about eight years
ago.

Mr. J. Hegney: It wants to be double
the width now.

Mr., TOMS: When that footbridge was
widened, I submitted to the Main Roads
Department that instead of having the
present 4 ft. footway, a cantilever be
erected on the side of the bridge, on which
people could walk. This would have obvi-
ated the necessity for the widening of the
bridge at the present time. It is impos-
sible for a truck of any size to pass at the
moment. In fact, it is dangerous. There-
fore, I suggest that this particular jobh
should be given a high priority, particu-
larly as traffic in that area has increased.
Whilst speaking on that matter, I trust
that an article which appeared in the Press
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on the 16th July, 1959, and which stated
that the future is south of the river is not
correct, as members north of the river
would be most concerned, particularly if
that was a statemen{ of policy. In that
case, the north willi he forgotten. But I
do not think that is intended.

Mr. Wild: It was only a paper opinion.

Mr. TOMS: I am glad to have that assur-
ance from the Minister. I would like to
bring a rather serious matter under the
notice of the Minister in charge of traffic
matters in the hope that he may
be able to do something about it
If he can, the people of Maylands
will be very pleased as it will allevi-
ate a problem at Sixth Avenue and Guild-
ford Road. There happens to be a Cross-
walk which is situated on the fop of a rise,
and motorcars from the Maylands side are
right at the crosswalk before the drivers
can see the marking. About half a dozen
kiddies from the Blind School use that
crosswalk each day in the morning, at
lunch time, and at night, in the process
of receiving their education.

These kiddies are frightened at the pres-
ent time. Whilst it may be that the new
crosswalk regulation is intended to mean
one thing, there is a hesitancy on the part
of both driver and pedestrian at the present
time. The children at the Blind School
are finding the position very difficult, and
the schoolteacher has asked me to see if
something ¢an be done {o relieve the prob-
lem. If the Minister could look at the
file, I think he would find that in 1347 a
suggestion was made for a buzzer type of
warning to bhe installed at these inter-
sections. I do not know the exact date,
but I could let the Minister know if he
wishes. I consider something like that is
necessary.

At the next avenue there is another
crosswalk, which is patrolled by a police-
man each morning and night on account
of the children who are using it; and I
think it would be better to shift the police-
man from Seventh Avenue to Sixth
Avenue, as it is situated between the in-
fants' school and the main school. I hope
the Minister will be able to look at this
prohlem which is confronting those people
at the present time.

Mr. Perkins: If you will give me that
in writing, I promise to have a look at it.

Mr. TOMS: I will do that. There is
another problem in one part of the district
which has developed tremendously over
the last few years: I refer to the Morley
Park area. It was only last year that two
schoolrooms were added to the school; but
the increase in population, with its re-
sultant steady flow of children to the
school, is now making the position rather
acute., I would be pleased if the Minister
for Education would reply to a letter writ-
ten by the Morley Park Parents and
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Citizens' Association on the 2nd April,
1959, addressed to Mr. Stooke, Chief Ad-
minisirative Officer, Education Depart-
ment. It reads as follows:—

I have been advised by the members
of the above association to contact you
regarding the urgent need for addi-
tional classrooms at the Morley Park
School.

As you are aware there is a large
building project on the way in this
fast growing district and the enrolment
flgures have increased considerably,
resulting in present eaccommodation
being already overcrowded, and unless
we are granted extra rooms in the near
future many children will be forced
to return to the “cloak room” or the
local hall.

The parents of the children con-
cerned are very much against either
of these substitutes having to be used
for the purpose of classrooms, some
children already having had the first
three, in some cases four, years in the
“cloak room.”

In the letter, mention was also made of
the hall, which is the old Morley Park
Progress Hall, This hall is not lined, and
is in a very bad condition for school pur-
poses. It is used in connection with other
activities, and often the teachers have to
clean the hall before they can proceed with
their classes in the morning. For a num-
ber of years the cloakroom has been used
as a classroom, and I regard this as a very
bad step. The teachers at one time had a
small room, which they used as a sfaff
room; but this amenity is now denied them.
The only staff room available at Morley
Park is a small partitioned part of the
corridor in which they have their morning
tea and lunch. The area is a fast-growing
one; and, at its present rate of develop-
ment, at least two more classrooms sare
needed.

In passing, I would point out that at the
present time a £88,000 hotel is being built
oh the corner of Wellington and Walter
Roads; there {5 a drive-in theatre—
ancther £100,000 worth; and Boans Limited
have a block between the drive-in theatre
and the hotel site where it is anticipated
a store will he built in the near future.
This indicates the growth of the area, and
I hope that the Minister will give con-
sideration to the request I have made for
additional classrooms,

I now desire to speak on a matter which
has been rather controversial since this
Government took office, and which was
referred to by the member for Moocre, who
has just resumed his seat. I speak of day
labour. As members know, the Minister
for Works stated that the Public Works
Department and private enterprise could
work side by side. I wish he had meant
what he said, because the policy which
has been adopted will, in effect, give the
opposite result.
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Apparently the object of the Govern-
ment is the total abolition of the day-
labour staff, with the exception of main-
tenance gangs which are ermnployed by the
Public Works Department. I am not pre-
pared to say that every private enter-
prise builder is unserupulous, because I
know there are many who are very good.
However, among those who are operating
now, there is a type which is no credit
to the trade or the State. I refer par-
ticularly to the builder who has come into
the trade since the open slather—if I
might term it so—was introduced some
years ago, when all one needed to become
a. conditional builder were two references
as to character, irrespective of ability to
carry out building work., As a matter of
fact, female conditional builders were
registered during that period. I do not
know whether you, Mr. Speaker, would be
happy to have a pastrycook, who was
registered at that time as a conditional
builder, supervising your work.

The most dangerous aspect of the trade
at the nresent time is sub-contracting. This
is taking the place of day labour, despite
the fact that some very good hbuilders
would like to continue that policy. Sub-
contracting is foreing prices down and
compelling men to work longer hours than
are provided for in awards, because prices
are being chopped, with a resultant re-
duction in the standard of work.

I have heard it said in this Chamber
that the standard of work will be the
same. I say to the farmer, '‘You may
know all about farming”; I say to the ac-
countant, “You may know all about ac-
countaney’’; but as far as building is con-
cerned, I do not think there are many
representatives of that trade on the other
side of the Chamber. It is a trade which
has been built up over the years by
tradesmen who have been proud of their
craft and by tradesmen who were satis-
fied to do a good job. The member for
Moore said that the relations between the
worker and the employer could perhaps
be brightened.

I know that in pre-war days—even in
tendering times—the Public Works De-
partment had a very efficient staff, as it
has had for the last 30 years. If one had
8 job with a contractor one could be as-
sured of a reasonably permanent job,
Today, a5 most members know, some
builders are scratching and finding it very
difficult to make a living, One firm, which
was quite big in pre-war days, has just
gone hbankrupi, and the men concerned
will have to engage in sub-contracting.

Most builders take a pride in their work;
and instead of there being an open slather,
I consider that more thoughi should have
been given to admitting competent
builders into the guild. Standards are
breaking down, and one of the worst fea-
tures is that no apprentices will be taken
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on. Sub-contracting will force the reason-
ahble builder to refrain from engaging men
for any length of time, because he will
not have a continuity of work., Under
these circumstances he will not employ
the same ratio of apprentices as in days
gone by.

The result will be that in a few years”
time, when we have further development—
from the way things are moving, we will
have a boom about 1965—the State will
find itself without tradesmen. Last year
the figures in regard to carpenters’ appren-
tices fell from 762 to 683, and half of the
683 are in either their fourth or their fifth
year. Members can see that this trade will
die ouf, and replacements will not be avail-~
able when we need them. I will not want
for a house, because if I wish to build
another house, I will be quite capable of
building it and of doing proper work. But
other people who want a good job done
will be battling to get it.

When the Minister for Industrial
Development was quoting figures from the
Commonwealth Employment Bureau, in
regard to building tradesmen, he stated
that the trade was improving. I give an
emphatic denial to that assertion, because
the figures deteriorated in June. The
Minister mentioned $he increase in the
number of carpenters unemployed, despite
the fact that there have been 126 resigna-
tions from the Carpenters’ Union since the
1st July. These men are not getting out of
the union or away from the trade because
they want to. At the present time there is
insecurity in the building industry.

Only yesterday morning I had a ring
from a young fellow who works in a
Government department. He has been
there for some years. He asked me whether
I would supply him with & reference. I said,
“Are you looking for another job?” He said,
“‘Yes. I am getting out of this game; there
is nothing in it.” He has had the building
game, What applies to carpenters, applies
equally to bricklayers and other building
tradesmen. So, even though it has been
said that a prophet is without honour in
his own country, I warn the Government
that if it continues with its present policy,
the time will come when this State will be
looking for tradesmen and they will not he
available.

Before I conclude, I wish to touch on one
other matter; and this is of particular
interest to me because for some time I
have wondered from just where the Liberal
Party got its funds. A businessman ap-
proached me, and he sald that during the
day the chief finance officer of the Liberal
Party had been to see him. This officer told
him many things in regard to the finances
of the Liberal Party, and he also
indicated—I know that big businessmen in
Perth will be pleased to hear this—that the
majority of the business people conéributed
to the party’s funds.
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He went on to say, "Now we expect that
you, as a young company, will contribute,
because the Labour Party gets its contribu-
tions from the unions.” As a matter of fact
the man to whom I was speaking indicated
to me that the Liberal Party officer had
used the words that this company “had to"
contribute. The reply which the business-

iman gave was, "I have come from behind

the iron curtain. I have heard these words
‘have to’ too many times, and I do not
like them.” He suggested that if the chief
finance officer wrote to the company, he
would put the matter before his board and
see what could be done.

He said to the finance officer, “You have
indieated that £50 is the firsi year's sub-
scription. I take it the resi will taper off
afterwards.” The officer said, “No; it could
be more. It could grow to £500 a year."”

I have here a lettter to the man about
whom I am speaking. The letter is headed,
“The Liberal and Country League of
Western Australia (Inc.),” in very small
print. Underneath this heading is a sub-
heading, “The Western Australian Division
of the Liberal Party of Australia.” The
letter states—

I wish to thank you for the courtesy
of your interview yesterday afternoon.
As I pointed out during cur conversa-
tion, our records do not show your
company as ever having assisted the
Liberal Party financially in this State,
and as most recognised firms in the
city do assist, you will at once appre-
ciate the responsibility of business
people in this regard, and will no
doubt wish to bring this to the notice
of your board.

In this year in Western Australia,
the Liberal Party has been successful
in gaining four more Liberal repre-
sentatives in the Federal Parliament,
and gaining the Treasury benches by
gaining six seats in the Sfate Parlia-
ment.

This has not heen achieved other
than by a whole time activity by the
party over the three previous years.
It is imperative that we now set our-
selves the target of retaining these
successes over the next six years, at
least, to achieve a steady policy of ex-
pansion of free enterprise in Western
Australia.

Now we have concluded the end of a
successful but costly financial year we
are faced with the prospect of meeting
the extraordinary call upon our re-
sources. We trust you will place this
letter before your board of directors,
and would appreciate a recommenda-
tion from you that your company
make a contribution of £50 for the
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1859-60 financial year. Trusting your
early advices will be of a favourable
nature, With compliments,

Yours faithfully,

(Sed.) G. M. Harrington,
Chief Finance Officer.

Mr, Nalder: A very good letter.

Sir Ross McLarty: A very ancient letter,
is it not?

Mr. TOMS: No; it is not, as a matter of
fact,

Mr, I. W. Manning: What is the date of
it?

Mr. TOMS: It is dated 1959. Membhers
opposite do not have to go back further
than this year in their records.

Mr. Rowberry: It must have been written
subsequent to the election.

Mr. TOMS: It was written after the
election. Now that I have read the letter,
I am a bit inclined to hand it to Labour
Party officers, because they may he able
to 20 to some of these big businessmen in
the town.

Sir Ross McLarty: They have done if
frequently in the past.

Mr. TOMS: As the big husinessmen are
prepared to contribute to the Liberal
Party funds, they. might be prepared to
contribute to the funds of the people who
keep them in business; namely, the workers
who earn the money and help (o keep
business going,

I am a little bit the way of the member
for Moore who said that there should be
better employer-employee relationships;
but there has to be some give-and-take on
both sides. Since the war, conditions have
altered considerably. At the conclusion of
hostilities, the housing position was terribly
bad, and private enterprise could not cope
with it. That is why the day-labour force
had to be built up; and it is to eredit
of the ex-Minister for Housing that the
problem was overcome to a substantial de-
gree,

I do not think that the members of the
Government deny that in those times
private enterprise picked its mark; it took
the jobs it wanted. As a matter of fact,
about 1947 a builder from South Perth
dropped on my table some plans of a four-
roomed brick cottage and said, “What do
you think I got for that job?" I mentioned
a figure; and he said, “No. I got enough
out of the job to have a trip to England
and back.” He made that trip, and stayed
five months in England.

That shows how goced things were at
the time. So long as a builder could get
the materials to carry out his contracts,
the prices and profits were there. The
private builders were not interested in
competing with the State Housing Com-
mission. It is only in later years that
tenders have been made for State Housing
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Commission jobs; and I can say that the
State Housing Commission builders have
been glad to work alongside the private
contractors.

Before it is too late, I ask the Govern-
ment to give earnest consideration to
amending its pelicy of indiscriminate
sacking of day-labour workers until such
time as those workers can be absorbed
completely by private industry. 1 have
heard that a letter was written to the Em-
ployers’ Federation; to the Master Build-
ers’ Association; and others, asking that
the Government's policy be gssisted. But,
as I indicated when speaking to an amend-
ment on the Address-in-reply that has
not been done.

Inasmuch as a private contractor will put
his men off for two or three days in order
to absorb some of these day-labour men,
and will then dispense with the day-labour
men and re-employ his own workers, some
"trading in men” is going on at the pre-
sent time. If that is supposed to be play-
ing the game, then I have a different
opinion. We cannot hope to establish con-
fidence in a team when such things are
occurring.

If the Government has any sense of jus-
tice, I appeal to it to give consideration
{o some of the things I have mentioned
today so that the rapid deterioration in
the present position can be arrested, and
these people given a reasonable chance of
obtaining steady employment.

MR. W. HEGNEY Mt. Hawthorn)
{5571 Because of the seriousness of the
industrial position in this State, I feel
impelled to make some remarks. At the
outset, I say that when I consider the Gov-
ernment should be commended, it will be
commended; and when I consider that it
should be condemned, it will be condemned.
I am not hasty to utter words of con-
demnation, but I regret that this afternoon
my remarks will fall in the latter category.
I was rather amused at the member for
Moore when he said he was proud to be
in the partnership with the Liberal Party.
I have no grievance with the memher for
Moore because of his pride,

Mr, J. Hegney: He is satisfied.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Nor have I a griev-
ance with the honourable member because
of his being a partner with the Liberal
Party; but I suggest that if he consults the
Leader of the Country Party he will get
the views of that honourable gentleman
in regard to the partnership; or, rather,
in regard to the proposed amalgamation.

The Leader of the Couniry Party, who
holds an honoured position in the Govern-
ment, will not have a bar of an amalga-
mation, because he does not trust {he Lib-
eral Party too far. One of my colleagues
said that the marriage recently entered
into was one of convenience. I have no
grievance with the Government being one
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of coalition; but I want to tell the Gov-
ernment that it cannot hoodwink all the
people of the State. A number of people
in Western Australia reglise that there was
a compromise hetween the two parties.
As a matter of faet, the Country Party
could have demanded any price it liked
in regard to the constitution of the Gov-
ernment which now adorns the Treasury
Bench.

Had the Country Party desired six or
seven ministerial portfolios, it would have
got them; and men of the ability of the
member for Narrogin, and the member for
M¢t. Marshall, would have had a place in
the existing Ministry. That is the posi-
tion as a number of people in Western
Australia saw it. There is no need for
anyone to accuse the members of the Oppo-
sition of trying to drive a wedge into the
ranks of the Government.

Sir Ross MceLarty: You would not do
that!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: No; there is no neces-
sity to.

Mr. Nalder; Why not write a book about
it? It weuld be most interesting.

Mr. Owen: Why not compose a song
about it?

Mr. W, HEGNEY: The interjection by
the member for Darling Range has re-
minded me of something. I heard the
haonourable member, and the Leader of the
Country Party in a duet, a monologue, or
whatever else it could be called, on the
wireless during the election campaign.
Apparently the member for Darling Range
had said something to the Leader of the
Country Party; and he went on, “Now
Arthur, what do you think about that?’
And the Leader of the Country Party
would say, “Well Ray, I think this”; and
s0 it went on. The member for Darling
Range would not want his party to amal-
gamate with the Liberal Party, and
neither would the member for Xatanning.

I have made those introductory remarks
to indicate that members of the Govern-
ment are not misleading the Opposition,
or a substantial proportion of the pecple
of Western Australia, Every Government
sooner or later has to answer for the pro-
mises it makes. I am one of those who
refuse to make g lot of wild and woolly
promises; because if one does, one has to
walk on the other side of the street when
the promises are not fulfilled, sooner than
face one's friends, In my opinion it is
better to be forthright and straight-
forward.

I am not blaming members of the Gov-
ernment individually for deliberately mis-
leading the public; but everyone who has
read the election advertisements of the
Liberal Party in the Dally Press will
realise, on examination—and it would not
need a very careful examination to see it
—ithat in most of the advertisements there
was a promise of some sort. If ane
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examined the matter further one would
find, however, that there was some con-
dition attached to it.

As an example, let us take the North-
West. The Minister for Railways went
to the North-West, and there were a num-
ber of reports regarding the promises he
made while there about what he proposed
to do. The Minister for Works also went
there; and he proposed that this, that,
and the other thing would be done. But
we all know that any action taken in the
North-West depends on the amount of
money available to the Government; and
so it 1s useless for the Government by
propaganda, or more ofien “impropa-
ganda”, to fry to mislead the people of
the State.

I think it is better at all times for the
Government to indicate just what diffi-
culties confront it—and there will be many
difficulties confronting the Government
from time to time. I know that when I
was Minister for Education people criti-
cised me. Members who are now on the
Government side of the Iouse ecriticised
me on many occasions, because we were
unable to provide all the classrooms anhd
all the teachers necessary in the interests
of education in Western Australia, on the
basis of a maximum of 40 children for
each teacher in a primary school, and 30
in a secondary school. Members of the
present Government know why I could not
do all that was asked. The present Min-
ister for Education has told representa-
tives of parents and citizens' associations
throughout the State that the activities
of the department will be governed by the
amount of money available. We all know
it.

Mr. Nalder: You know it off by heart.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: And so will the hon-
ouragble member before very long. The
Premier made a statermnent about different
organisations approaching the Government
for increased financial assistance; and he
said, “They all want assistance.” A per-
tinent interjection was made to the effect
that the Commonwealth should provide
more money; but the Premier more or
less ridiculed the idea by saying, “There
you are!l The Commonwealth again!”
But when the Premier came back from
the Loan Council he indicated that he in-
tended to make representations for special
grants.

Mr. Brand: I said that it was the easiest
thing out to say that you want more
money.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: It is necessary to
continue to say to the Commonwealth,
“We want more money’'—

Mr. Brand: We will.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: —bhecause the money
that the State receives is subject to audit
and rigid control on the part of respons-
ible Treasury officers. The Estimates run
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the scrutiny of Parliament each year,
and I will deal particuldrly with education.
The Minister for Education, and the Gov-
ernment, want millions of pounds to meet
all the needs of education in this State. We
need millions, bhut we do not receive the
requisite amount.

I am not going to criticise this Govern-
ment because it is not able to get sufficient
money to provide all the accommodation
and all the teachers necessary t0 maintain
not only the present intake but also the
future intake into our schools and training
colleges. I understand there are just over
1,200 in the fraining colleges now, and it
will be necessary in the future to step up
the intake. Because of this, any Govern-
ment is perfectly entitled to make en-
thusiastic representations to the Common-
wealth,

The Commonwealth Government is the
custodian of our defence; it deals with
international affairs; it is in charge of the
C.8.1R.0.; and from time to time it wants
an increased number of technicians and
scientists for essential work in this coun-
try. Where will those people come from?
They will come from those children who
attend our schools. They are State citizens
and Commonwealth citizens; but the State
is charged with the responsibility of pro-
viding them with a foundation and giving
them the necessary primary and secondary
education, and even University education.

So I think the State is entitled to ask
the Commonwealth to provide it with ade-
quate finance to ensure that every child
in the State receives an education sufficient
to meet the needs of our complex future,
and I think we would all agree that our
young bhoys and girls have a very compli-
cated future in front of them and will
find it difficult to take their place In
society. The days when the school-leaving
age can remain at 14 years, and all a boy
needs to learn are the three R's, have gone.
I would be quite happy, and I know all
members on this side would be only too
happy, to help the Government to impress
upon the Commonwealth the necessity of
providing additional finance to meet the
needs of education in Western Australia.

Mr. Fletcher: Hear, hear!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I do not propose to
go into details in regard to the maftter,
but the Premier and the Government will
know what has to be done to provide multi-
storey accommadation in the northern part
of the city for the purpose of expanding
our technical education facilities. Extra
equipment has to be provided, and teachers
have to be obtained to encourage our young
people to participate in technical educa-
tion after they leave their primmary schools.
All this will cost a huge sum of money;
and anything that the Government can do
in the way of obtaining finance for this
work will receive my wholehearted support.
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I said I was concerned with the indus-
trial position, and I wish to supplement
the remarks of previous speakers from this
side about, the employment position and the
. Government’s actions up to date. As I
understand the situation, from replies to
questions and statements made by respon-
sible members of the Government, it is
proposed to reduce the building construc-
tion section of the day-labour organisation
in the Public Works Department by 20 men
each week, so that within 12 to 15 months
there will be only maintenance gangs left.
I hope the Premier will have regard for the
matters mentioned by the member for
Maylands and others.

The Puhlic Works Department, the State
Engineering Works, and the Railway De-
partment are three Government depart-
ments which in the past have absorbed a
number of our youths by taking them on
as apprentices when they left school. I
shall not quote any figures this afternoon.
Suffice it to say that the State Engineering
Works, the Public Works Department, and
the Railway Department have turned out
a large number of fine tradesmen over
many years, The Public Works Depart-
ment has trained building tradesmen, and
the Siate Engineering Works and the Rail-
way Department have trained boys in fit-
ting and turning, car and wagon building,
and so forth.

If the Government’s presenf policy is
to be followed in the enthusiastic way
that the Government apparently intends,
there will be a decreasing number of ap-
prentices in this State in the next few
vears, and that will mean fewer huilding
tradesmen, and fitters and turners to meet
the needs of what I hope will be an ex-
panding economy.

Mr, Brand: How do they get on in the
other States where they do not have such
a. public works system!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: They have public
works systems in the other States.

Mr. Brand: The New South Wales pub-
lic works system is nothing compared with
ours.

Mr, W. HEGNEY: Of course they have
a public works system.

_ Mr. Brand: Yes; but not as big as ours
is.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: They have a State
railway system too.

Mr, Brand: And so have we.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: 1If the Government
continues to follow its present policy, large
numbers of tradesmen will have their
services dispensed with; and consequently
the intake of apprenfices—potential trades-
men—will be less. That is a false policy.
The Publie Works Department has built up
an efficient day-labour organisation; and I
know that at times the Prineipal Architect
has called for tenders for a. number of jobs
in country towns—new police stations,
schools, adg@itional classrooms, renovations
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and repairs, and so on. But under the
Government’s policy there will be a dearth
of tradesmen in this country.

The member for Moore is not here; but
I am sure he will know that the State
Engineering Works, which are certainly not
showing a deflcif, were at one time called
the State Implement Works., As far as I
know, the State Implement Works were
established by a Labour Government be-
cause farmers’ representatives had com-
plained about prices farmers had to pay
private companies for their implements.

Mr. Brand: They never finished paying
for the State Implement Works. It cost
plenty of money.

Mr. Mann: Yes; he is on the wrong track.

Mr. W, HEGNEY: No I am not., The
State Engineering Works were originally
known as the State Implement Works.

Mr. Mann: They were originally estab-
lished by a Labour Government.

Mr, W. HEGNEY: Yes; and in earlier
years the State Saw Mills were established
for the same regsorm.

Mr. Mann: But they are members of the
combine.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am not talking about
combines or monopolies. I am pointing out
why these instrumentalities were set up.
The State Implement Works were estab-
lished and were succcessful.

Mr. Brand: They were not.

Mr, W. HEGNEY: They were; and a
number of tradesmen were trained there;
and s number would have been trained
in the future had it not been for the
Government’s policy.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I believe that, if the
Government proceeds in its policy of re-
trenchment, the tendency in this State
will be to reduce the number of tradesmen
in years to come; because the Railway
Department, the State Engineering Works,
and the Public Works Department are
three large training agencies for appren-
tices, Some people say there are many
apprentices and tradesmen in England and
Scotland who are available. From recent
research I learnt that the tendency in
Britain is for the tradesmen to remain
where they are, because their conditions
have improved in recent times. What is
more, the British Government is discourag-
ing tradesmen from leaving the country.

I do not critieise the private employers
or private industry, because they serve a
necessary and useful function in the com-
munity. There is this to be said, and I
agree with the remarks of the member for
Maylands: When these tradesmen are
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diverted to private industry, the employers
in the building trade, who now pay their
tradesmen on the award rates, will more
and more foster the sub-contracting of
work. Where sub-contracting or piece-
work exists, the provisions of the gward are
overcome. I know the employer will
hesitate, in those circumstances, to take
on the requisite number of apprentices.

Mr. Mann: How is it that America gets
on, taking a broad view?

Mr, W. HEGNEY: I am dealing with
Western Australia. The honourable mem-
ber did not deal with America when he
made his speech.

Mr. Mann: I am trying to help you.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The honourable
member is wasting his time and mine. The
tendency in this State will be for sub-
contractors and pieceworkers to take the
place of the workers now engaged under
industrial awards, and for the apprentice-
ship system to be severely reduced, because
the sub-contractors will have neither the
time nor the inclination to train appren-
tices.

As a member of the Post-War Recon-
struction Training Committee from its
inception in 1944, I have much knowledge
of the ex-servicemen who were trained in
this State uhder that scheme. They were
trained under a modified apprenticeship
system by the tradesmen here, and they
were able to take their place alongside the
most highly-skilled tradesmen in the
Eastern States.

Young men from the Midiand Junction
Workshops and the State Engineering
Works have gone to the other States of
the Commonwealth and have experienced
no trouble in obtaining employment. I
make those remarks to indicate that the
standard of apprenticeship training in this
State compares more than favourably with
the standard in every other State.

I now refer to some comments made by
the member for Stirling in answer to my
question regarding the policy of the Gov-
ernment in disposing of State trading con-
cerns. When the McLarty-Watts Govern-
ment was in office for six years it did not
dispose of any of these concerns: on the
contrary, it extended one.

Mr. Mann: It should have disposed of
them.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: The honourable

member was a member of that Govern-
ment for six years, but nothing was done
in that regard. Recently members of this
Government, announced that certain prin-
ciples would be followed in the disposal of
State trading concerns. They did not in-
dicate which concerns would be disposed
of, but they did say in general outline that
the principles which would be followed
would be those enumerated in the answer
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to my question in this House. On the 7th
July I asked the Premier the following
question:—

I would draw the Premier's atiention
to a report on page 10 of the Daily
News of the 15th June, 1959, under the
heading of “Premier Brand on Whis-
pering Campaign.” The Premier said—

The State Government has not
sold its sawmills nor has it opened
any negotiations to do so.

We stick to our policy speech.
We have already taken action over
the State hotels. The three prin-
ciples which we have enumerated
regarding the State enterprises
are:—“A fair and reasonable
price; the protection of existing
employees; the continuation of
the enterprise within the economy
of the State.”

Would the Premier be good enough to
explain concisely what he means by
‘the protection of existing employees
and the continuation of the enterprise
within the economy of the State”?

The Premier enumerated three principles—
a fair and reasonable price; the protection
of existing employees; and the continuation
of the enterprise within the economy of the
State.

I shall deal with the last prineiple first.
Will the Government indicate that, if it
should dispose of any State trading con-
cern, it will insist on the continuation of
that undertaking within the economy of
the State; or will some plausible promise
be arrived at between the parties in re-
gard to the continuation of employment?

The second principle dealt with by the
Premier was the protection of existing em-
plovees. Will the Government ensure the
continuity of employment of all the em-
ployees in any undertaking which is dis-
posed of? I suggest it is more likely that
when the contract of sale is finalised, the
purchaser will treat the employees under
the industrial conditions contained in the
award of the industry in question; that is,
the employer will have the right to dis-
miss the employees on & day's or a week's
notice as the case may be.

Are we to understand from these prih-
ciples that the Government will not dispose
of any concerns unless an assurance is
given by the purchaser that the under-
taking will be continued within che
economy of the State, and that every em-
prloyee will continue in his employment?

1 now deal with the first principle: that
is, a fair and reasonable price, At what
stage will that price be determined? 1In
reply to a question of mine the member for
Stirling indicated that the interpretation
of these principles is patent to any normal
person. I suggest that these matters are
too vague for the public, and that they
should be clearer and in unequivocal terms.



778

“What is a fair and reasonable price for
the State Engineering Works? It would
be considerable. A fair and reasonable
price for the Wyndham Meat Works would
be of great magnitude. A fair and reason-
able price for the State Building Supplies
and other concerns would also be very
considerable.

As a result of this policy announced by
the Government, there is much restlessness
and uncertainty among the workers in
State trading concerns who fear that they
may be dismissed periodically. There is
no doubt that the economic strength of
these State trading concerns will be greatly
undermined, and in due course a fair and
reasonable price will not be hard to be
determined! T do not think it would be
fair to the people of this State to have
these undertakings dissipated in strength
and then put up for sale. The Govern-
ment should indicate what undertakings it
propases to sell.

If the Wyndham Meat Works were sug-
gested, the member for Murray would be
the first to protest and the first to request
that those works remain under the control
of the Government. What is the reason
for maintaining the State Shipping Ser-
vice? It is not carried on for the purpose
of making a profit. It is carried on in the
interests of the people of the North-West,
and it gives a public service.

The Government knows that any losses
incurred by the State Shipping Service are
recouped from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment through the agency of the Grants
Commission. The Government should make
its position clear in the interests of the
workers concerned. A great number of
people in this State are very unsettled at
the way things are going.

I now refer to what has been called a
mandate from the people, I have no
quarrel with the Government claiming a
mandate. The meaning of “mandate' is
an order to proceed and do something.
From my peint of view the Government
has not a very strong mandate, but it has
been constitutionally elected to govern this
State for three years. However, it makes
much of having been given a mandate.

When members of the Government were
on this side of the House they did not
support the Government which had a man-
date. The Labour Government was elected
in 1953; and in that year it introduced,
among other measures, a Bill to extend the
activities of the State Government Insur-
ance Office. The Bill passed this House,
but received short shift in another place.
Every one of us knows that each year
since 1953, when the Lahour Government
was elected; and each year since 1956,
when the Labour Government was re-
elected, it had a mandate from the people
to extend the activities of the State Insur-
ance QOffice. Each year it was defeated in
another place,
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The Government also introduced a Bill
of an industrial nature designed to benefit
workers who became injured during the
course of their employment, On only cne
occasion was the Government able to in-
crease the henefits under the Workers'
Compensation Act. Yet this Government
talks about a mandate! It has now to
rely on the support of two Independents
in this House. All thaf it is constitution-
ally entitled to do is to govern the State.
When the Labour Government was elected
in 1953 and re-elected in 1956 in unmis-
takable terms, it had a mandate to extend
the policy in the two matters I enumer-
ated, but was frustrated in another place.

I come now to the conclusion of my re-
marks by dealing with the Constitution of
the State. It is interesting to know that
in this State there are two Chambers.
One-—the Assembly—has 50 members; and
any persen who is otherwise qualified, is
of the full age of 21, and has been a
citizen of the State for six months, is en-
titled to hold a seat in this Chamber if
he is elected. That position obtains in the
other States of the Commonwealth and
the Commonwealth itseif—both in the
House of Representatives and in the Senate.

The franchise is on an adult basis.
Every person of the full age of 21 is en-
titled to be a member of either House
where questions of war, defence, inter-
national affairs, and other matters of im-
portance are dealt with under the Com-
monwealth Constitution. ¥et, in this
State, with regard to the second Cham-
ber—known as the Legislative Couneil,
and constituted since 1832-—one has to be
of the ripe old age of 30 before one can
hold a seat there.

We have endeavoured to alter that basis,
I believe that there should be adult fran-
chise for the people of Western Australia.
There is a property qualification for an-
other place. Some people may jump in
and interject, “Well, people should have a
stake in the country; and if they have not,
they should not be entitled to vote.” I
will give an illustration. If tomorrow my
honoured friend the member for Murray
elected to sell his real estate and put the
money into the bank or into bonds, and
he had no property, he would cease to be
enltlitled to be on the Legislative Council
roll.

Mr, May: I doubt whether he is now.

Mr. W. Hegney: The same would apply
to any other honourable member.

Mr. Roberts: He is still paying the re-
quisite £17.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: He may not be. 1
just make that point to indicate that the
time has come—and is overdue—Ior an
amenhdment of the Constitution of Western
Australia. If one examines the Constitu-
tion of South Australia and Tasmania, it
is found that the restrictions are very
similar to those cbtaining in Western Aus-
tralia. Yet, in regard to the Common-
wealth Parliament, one has only to be of
the age of 21.
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A Liberal Government—not a Labour
Government, but a Liberal Government if
my reading of history is correct—abolished
the second Chamber in New Zealand. Sgme
38 years ago in Queensland, a Labour Gov-
ernment abolished the second Chamber in
that State. In 1929, when the Moore Gov-
ernment took office, it did not resuscitate
phellg.ggislative Council; and it was defeated
in .

Mr. Roberts: What party has control of
%}&el Legislative Council in New South
ales?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am glad the honour-
able member made that interjection, be-
cause it reminds me that the least that
could be done would be for a referendum
to be taken of the people of Western Aus-
tralia on the question of the continuance
aor abolition of another place. That is what
the Premier of New South Wales an-
nounced to his people in his recent policy
speech.,

Mr, Bovell: Tt took them 70 years to do
s0.

Mr. W, HEGNEY: In Britain, the home
of the Mather of Parliaments, there was a
time when the House of Lords had the
right of veto; and it did not matter what
legislation the House of Commons passed,
or how many times it was passed, it could
be vetced by the House of Lords. In 1911,
by the British Parliament Act of that year,
the authority and power of the House of
Lords were restricted; and now, if the
House of Commons passes legislation three
times in succession, it does not matter what
the House of Lords does with it, because
it becomes law. I think the people of
Waestern Australia are entitled to have both
Houses of Parliament elected on a fran-
chise basis such as obtains under the Com-
monwealth Constitution. In conclusion, I
was very interested in what the member
for Leederville said—

Mr. Bovell: This is the second conclu-
sion.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: —on the matter of
the Supply Bill, He discussed the pros
and cons of a large hospital compared with
a small one; and he referred to Osborne
Park, which is in the Mt. Hawthorn elec-
torate, The ex-Minister for Health indi-
cated earlier this year that a start would
be made in April on the construction of
‘a hospital in Osborne Park.

Recently I asked questions here on this
subject; and there seems to he a delay be-
cause of the fact that it is proposed to
acquire some additional property facing
Balcatta Beach Road. 1 presume, with
all due respect to the member for Leeder-
ville, that it will be remembered that the
Public Health Department and the medical
fraternity advised the Minister that a hos-
pital of the kind visualised for Osborne
Park was necessary. Therefore I hope it
will be proceeded with.
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The only other matter I wish to mention
in regard to Mt. Hawthorn is that a high
school has been built there, as well as in
a number of other places. I am not going
into the matter of the consideration of
high schools in varigus part{s of the State
on this occasion; but a modern high school
has been built at Tuart Hill midway he-
tween Scarborough and Mt. Lawley where
also there are high schools. The people of
the Tuart Hill district are expecting and
anxious, that the Tuart Hill High School
will be raised to the status of a senior high
school. I hope that shortly the Minister
for Education will be in a position to an-
nounce that the Tuart Hill High School
will be raised to that status.

The other evening the Premier made
reference to certain institutions and organ-
isations going to him as Premier and
Treasurer for additional grants. I made
reference to this matter earlier, and would
like to reiterate that anything that the
Treasurer or Government does in regard
t0 assisting these organisations will be
mohey well spent. I will enumerate one
or two.

Everyone is familiar with the activities
of the St. John Ambulance Association. It
is doing a remarkable jobh. Doctors are
associated with it in an honorary capacity
and put a lot of time into it. In Osborne
Park the association is training a number
of cadets to qualify as first-aid men and
women, With the aid of the Lotteries
Commission, and the Government and local
authorities, it has built a wonderful hall,
and the work is expanding.

While it is true that the Treasurer may
sometimes adopt a hesitant attitude, it
must be realised that these organisations
are administered and operated by public-
spirited citizens who are looking for no
reward other than that of performing some
service to less fortunately situated brothers
and sisters in the community. Therefore,
I hope that when approaches are made to
the Treasurer by organisations like the St.
John Ambhulance Association, or the Maim-
ed & Limbless Association, the Slow Learn-
ing Children’s Group, and the native
missions, the Government—through the
Treasurer—will lend a sympathetic ear and
do everything possible to ensure at least a
continuance of the financial assistance
which has been rendered to these organ-
isations over a period of years.

MR. MAY (Collie) [7.55]1: In making
my contribution to the Address-in-reply
debate, Mr. Speaker, I offer you my con-
gratulations on your elevation to high
office. I also wish to offer my congratula-
tions to the Government, the Premier, and
his supporters, and hope that their life
here will be merry but short. I would also
like to tender my congratulations to the
member for Bunbury on his appointment
as Chairman of Committees. I feel sure,
from his attitude in the Chambsr before
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he took that position, that he will do jus-
tice to it and to members during the time
he occupies that chair.

The other evening, the member for
Wembley Beaches opened his remarks by
saying that it was usual for members,
when speaking on the Address-in-reply, to
consider their electorates and talk about
their grievances, ete. But I take a differ-
ent view. I feel that the Speech by His
Excellency covers such a wide field that
it gives members & chance to show that
they take an interest in the whole of the
State and not only their immediate elec-
torates.

It gives them a great opportunity of in-
dicating what they have seen in their
travels and what they think should be
done in order to advance the interests of
the State in general. Members’' individual
needs as far as their electorates are con-
cerned are much better dealt with on the
Estimates.

The first matter mentioned in His Ex-
cellency’s Speech dealt with wheat. Wheat
is one of the most important items of pri-
mary production in this State and should
be given a great deal more atiention than
it is receiving at the moment. It is esti-
mated that this year the acreage will show
a, 15 per cent. increase on that of last year;
and if that is so, it will bring into produc-
tion no fewer than 5% million acres of land.
That, of course, covers wheat, barley, oats,
and every other primary product that one
could think of, The Australian estimate
Tor this year's wheat is 183,000,000 bushels;
and, of that amount, it is estimated that
Western Australia’s share will be 48,000,000
bushels.

I come to the point of concern in
regard to Western Australia’s estimate.
At present we are going through a very
dry period at a time when the wheat needs
the rain that so far has fziled to materia-
lise. I would say that unless considerable
rain falls in the wheatbelt within the next
week, the estimated production in this
Btate for the coming harvest will be
greatly reduced.

It is interesting to note that in 1801,
when the first wheat was grown to any
extent in this State, production for the
year totalled 775,000 bushels. In 1?51 the
wheat yield of this State had risen to
33,000,000 bushels, an average of 11.2
bushels per acre. Those figures are worth
studying, if we are to realise just how
our wheat production has expanded. pr
we are up against a difficulty in finding
a market for our wheat. Xaving read the
reports of the Western Australian repre-
sentative on the Wheat Board, in regard
to sales of wheat, one wonders why one
week the report states that the outlook for
the sale of wheat is gloomy; while the
following week the report is to the effect
that sales for the current month have
been in line with those of the correspond-
ing period in the previous year.
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T am convinced that greater efforts
should he made to explore every possible
avenue for the disposal of our surplus
wheat. Nearly two years ago I was privi-
leged, through the goodwill of members
of hoth Houses of Parliament, to visit
Pakistan, India, and Ceylon. Although the
trip was most interesting, I was disap-
pointed and saddened by what I saw. In
Pakistan there was an enormous influx
of Muslims who had been turned out of
India in 1847 when that country became
independent, with the result that Pakistan,
a country which already had to contend
with millions of people who lacked homes
or employment and who did not know
where their next meal was coming from,
had to bear the burden of this huge in-
crease in population.

Members can imagine what took place
in Pakistan, in view of the huge number
of people there with no means of obtain-
ing a livelihood. Wherever one went one
saw these people, with no homes or visible
means of existence: yet we, in this coun-
try, cannot get rid of our wheat. The
same situation, but to an even more
marked degree, was seen in India. In Cal-
cutta it was estimated that every day,
when the sun went down, there were
2,000,000 people in the city with nowhere
to go for the night, nothing to eat, and
no prospects in life,

No matter what street in Calcutta one
walked down at night, one had to step
over people; because all they could do,
when darkness fell, was to lie down wher-
ever they happened to bhe, and spend the
night in that way. It is terrible to think
that there are millions of people in this
world in dire need of food to support
them; while we in this eountry, and the
people of many other countries, do not
knew what to do with our surplus wheat.

I wish now to make reference to the
Cclombo Plan, of which Australia is a
member. Two years ago, when I visited
the countries I have mentioned, we were
supplying under the Colombs Plan about
£9,000,000 in kind: farm machinery and
other implements and commeodities, That
was only a small proportion of the total
funds being spent under that plan in those
three countries, While there, I saw farm
and other machinery lying on the wharves
at Karachi, Calcutta, and Bombay—ma-
chinery bought with money supplied under
the Colombo Plan. Yet that machinery
was absolutely useless because, particularly
in Pakistan and India, some of the people
were eking out a living by tilling the
ground in the old-fashioned way; and,
when I asked why they did not put this ma-
chinery to use, the answer was: “No, there
are too many unemployed now; and if
we use this machinery it will put still
more people out of employment—people
who will starve.”

Whoever was responsible for the alloeca-
tion of assistance to those three countries
under the Colombp Plan was going the
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wrong way about it. I believe that most
of the money being spent there was
being largely wasted. It must be re-
membered that of every 10 babies born in
India, eight die of malnutrition; yet the
population of that country is increasing
by millions every year. Facts such as
those give some idea of the position that
exists in those Asian countries, which are
in such dire need of immediate assistance
if their people are to be kept alive.

I feel that this is a subject that has not
been dealt with fully by any Federal or
State member of Parliament; probably be-
cause most of them have not had the op-
portunity I had to see the situation as I
saw it during my visit to those countries
two years ago. Whoever is responsible for
the alloecation and spending of the funds
under the Colombo Plan, should examine
the position to ensure that the expenditure
is meeting the most urgent needs of the
people of those countries. I felt extremely
sorry for the people I saw in India, Pakis-
tan, and Ceylon during my trip; and 1
felt particularly sorry for the children.

On one oceasion we arrived late at night
at Bombay, having travelled by plane all
day. We reached our hotel at about 11
pm. and were given something to eat.
About midnight I went out on to the foot-
path to have a smoke. There were very few
people walking about at that time of night,
although there were a great many trying
to sleep on the footpaths. I felt a tug on
the leg of my trousers; and, looking down, I
saw a little girl of about six years of age,
with nothing on but a loincloth. Most of
the people there speak English; and so
I asked her, “What do you want?”, and she
replied, “Mr., I am so hungry.” That is
typical of the condition of the populations
of Pakistan, and India in particular, and
exemplifies the urgent need for some relief
to be given to those people.

Unless people see it for themselves, they
cannot realise what the position in those
countries is like. I feel it is a blot on our
democracy that we should allow such ecir-
cumstances to continue. I know the argu-
ment often is that India fought for its in-
dependence and was given self-govern-
ment long before it was ready to govern.
That may be true; but those millions of
children to whom I have referred were nhot
to blame; and somebody should take heed
of the situation and offer them relief—
possibly in the way I have mentioned, by
supplying foodstuifs instead of machinery
which they cannot use.

In Karachi, Colombo Plan money was
being used in the erection of a big ship-
building yard, at a cost of millions of
pounds. Having regard to the condition of
the world shipbuilding industry at the
present time, I doubt very much whether
one ship will ever be built in those yards. In
India one sees huge buildings being erected
with Colombo Plan money. I asked Dr.
Nehru, the Premier of India, “Why do you
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build these great buildings when you have
no use for them?"; and he replied, “It has
to be done for what we call the prestige of
India.” When one gaes to New York,
London, or any great city of the world one
sees such buildings; and so it is felt that
the prestige of India must be maintained
and these huge structures erected, although
there is nobody to use them.

During a conference in Delhi, we stayed
at a great hotel which had been built
under the impression—at that time—that
the United Nations would make its head-
quarters there. As we now know, the
headaguarters of the United Nations was
finally located in New York: and this tre-
mendous building remains in Delhi, They
tried to use it as a tourist centre: but the
number of tourists available is such that
the building is more than half empty all
the time. I am convinced that some con-
trol should be instituted over the spending
of money being supplied by various coun-
tries under the Colombo Plan.

Reverting to the question of wheat, we
know that America has heen giving wheat
to various countries. America has been
supplying wheat to Italy. Italy is a wheat-
growing country; and the wheat being
supplied by America as a gift is being used
by the Italians for loecal consumption,
while their own wheat crop is seld on the
overseas market. There is something very
wrong there; but that is what is happen-
ing at present.

While on the subject of Asian countries
it is interesting to see what is happening
in China. In The West Australian of the
27th July, we read—

The barrack-type peoples, com-
munes into which Communist China
herded the bulk of its 50,000,000
peasants are in trouble, The project
has been modified but not abandoned.

Hungry peasants have stormed State
granaries, attacked military grain con-
voys and assassinated Government
and party officials. Neutral observers
felt the reports, which could not be
corroborated, presented a fair picture
of the developing crisis in China.

We, in Australia, have wheat that we do
no know what to do with and there are
other countries in the same position. Yet
we find that the people of China are
suffering from starvation, and the same
remarks can be applied to Pakistan and
India. What efforts have heen made to
sell our surplus wheat? Many opinions
have been expressed on this question, and
I draw attention to what was said by Mr.
G. D. Barwick, General President of the
New South Wales Wheat Growers' Associa-
tion. His remarks are as follows:—

SELL WHEAT ON CREDIT—PRESIDENT

Sydney, Tues.—The Commonwealth
Government should agree to sell wheat
to Eastern countries on an extended
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credit basis, general president D. G.
Barwick, of the N.S.W. Wheat and
Woaol Growers' Association said today.

If this were not done, America would
give the Eastern countries wheat,
which could mean lost markets for
VEears,

In his report to the Association's
30th annual general conference, he
said the credit plan was the only way
the Australian Wheat Board could in-
crease sales.

America was faced with the preatest
marketing problem ever, because of
their subsidisation policy on farm
products.

America could not greatly alter this
policy—it would mean bankrupicy of
the wheat industry.

Australia must never let wheat
stocks build up in this country com-
parable with those in America.

“Wheat is a perishable commodity.
It costs money to store it and it
naturally lessens in value—all at the
wheatgrowers’ expense,” Mr. Barwick
said.

Even as recently as last Monday, the
third of this month, there were efforis
made to give our wheat away. In The
West Australian, dated the 3rd August,
1959, the following report appeared:—

EXPERT: GIVE WHEAT AWAY

Melbourne, Sun: A leading Mel-
hourne economist and geographer to-
day advocated a give-away policy for
Australian wheat surpluses which
would cost the nmation an extra 1 per
cent. a year in income taXx.

Putting his scheme, the senior tutor
in economic geography at Melbourne
University, E. J. Donath, said that
Australia should send 10,000,000 free
bushels of wheat to India and
Pakistan every year.

These gifts would help to feed mil-
lions of undernourished people and get
rid of some of Ausiralia’s wheat sur-
pluses.

\ "My suggestion could be financed by
! a 1 per cent. increase in income tax,”
he said.

Mr. Donath said that never before
had there been so much wheat stored
in the world. In 1953 the United
States had 600,000,000 bushels of
wheat in store. This figure had now
more than doubled and it was costing
the American Government £450,000,000
8 year in storage fees.

In Australiaz £2,000,000 was being
spent to provide more wheat storage
silos in New South Wales and Western
Australia.

By the end of this year the Com-
monwealth would have 70,000,000
bushels of wheat stored, enough to
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meet total home consumption for a
vear even if no more wheat was grown.
There was little likelihood of these
surpluses disappearing in the mnear
future,

There were several reasons for the
surpluses. ©One was the increased
world wheat-growing acreages—now
500,000,000 acres, 80,000,000 acres more
than before the war.

. Increased efficiency in production
methods alse had considerable infiu-
ence and policies of agricultural pro-
tectionism in many countries, par-
ticularly European countries, trying
to become self-sufficient in grain pro-
duction.

Those are the opinions of two experts
whoe have bheen thinking along the same
lines as I; namely, that we should get rid
of our surplus wheat under some scheme.
Last year the grower was paid what is
termed the cost of production for the wheat
that was stored in the silos at the railway
sidings. According to s recent Press re-
port no more payments will be made on
that wheat until November, 1960. If a
farmer can afford to wait for over a year
for any amount over the cost of produc-
tion of wheat, surely this country can
afford to use the surplus wheat in some
way; and one of the ways it could use it
would be to send it to the countries that
bia:dly need it in order to keep their people
alive.

If that were done the farmers would
obtain, by some way or another, a return
for the wheat exported to those countries,
which will not always be suffering from
their present depression. Of sheer neces-
sity the people in those places will find
some solution whereby they will provide
food for themselves. In the meantime,
however, we must take definite steps to
give this problem some deep thought so
that we may help any country that needs
help and at the same time prevent a
surplus of wheat which, ih any case, if
it is not sold overseas, will he destroyed
by weevils or other pests—and socmeone
will have to make up the difference the
farmers are entitled to over and above the
cost of production.

I hope my suggestion will bear some
fruit, and that those people who occupy
positions of authority in the wheat in-
dustry and who are more closely associ-
ated with the problem than I am will do
something to alleviate the plight of those
unfortunate people who are starving, and
at the same time will prevent any over-
production of wheat in this country, It
will be a tragedy if the wheatgrowers of
Australia are forced to restrict their acre-
ages in the future. It would be wrong
to restrict wheatgrowing when there are
so many countries which need wheat, and
when it only requires some thought to off-
set the needs of one counftry against the
over-production of another.



L5 August, 1958.]

Wool was the next matter that was re-
ferred to in His Excellency's Speech. I
know of no other commeodity that fiuctu-
ates in price as does wool. Many people
have advanced schemes to stabilise the
price of wool, bearing in mind what the
grower should receive over and above the
cost of production. Following a study of
this question, and having regard to the
information I have been able to gather,
I am of the opinion that there is some-
thing happening between the time the
grower produces the wool and the time
the consumer. buys it in the form of the
manufactured article, which is causing
this fluctuation in price from year to year.
Until some method is devised whereby
the grower will obtain a reasonable price
for his product and the consumer will be
able to buy his woollen requiremenis at
8 fair price, we will continue to have this
unsatisfactory position in the wool in-
dustry.

Undoubtedly the production of wheat
and wool has kept the economy of Aus-
tralia in the last few years fairly stable;
but unless we take some steps to ensure
that the price of both wheat and wool
are placed on a firm footing, we are going
to strike trouble with the production of
those two commodities. It is a question
that needs careful thought and if any
matter should be inguired into by a Royal
Commission, it is this one.

The demand for land has also been re-
ferred to in the Speech made hy His Ex-
cellency. I hope the Minister for Lands
will take cognisance of what I am going
to say. If any future Government intends
to build, in Western Australia, dams
similar to the type and size of the Welling-
ton Dam, there will be little land left for
primary production of any sort. I say
this because an enormous tract of land
has been reserved to provide a run-off for
the water that is impounded by the Wel-
lington Dam and alse to ensure its purity.
As members know, this water is pumped
great distances to supply the needs of
farmers along the Great Southern line,

However, unless our engineers can de-
vise some other means whereby the water
stored at Wellington Dam or in any future
dam is kept free of any pollution, millions
of acres of land in the South-Western
portion of this State will be denied to
would-be settlers. If our engineers can-
not suggest some solution to this problem,
in my opinion they are not worth their
salt; because similar problems have been
solved in other countries.

Suppose, for example, similar action was
taken in England to ensure the purity of
any water impounded in that country.
The result would ke that there would be
no producers left in England because the
whole of the land suitable for production
would be reserved to ensure the purity of
any water stored.
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For many years people have been brought
to this State as a result of our immigration
policy; and after producing for quite a
period, they have had to cease their activi-
ties because the Government desired {0 en-
sure the purity of water dammed up by
Canning Dam, Mundaring Weir, and the
Wellington Dam.

Surely the Government can take steps
to make sure that any water that is stored
in these catchments is kept pure by some
other means. From Boyup Brook, across
to Darkan, and almost across to Harvey,
large tracts of land have been reserved;
and nobody can buy 2d. worth of land in
those areas. The excuse given to pecple
who have applied for land in those parts
is that the areas have been closed off to
ensure the purily of the water that runs
into Wellington Dam.

The position became so bad that when
anyone applied for land in that area the
Forests Department officials got tired of
telling such applicants that they could
not get the land because of the timber that
was on it; and when they were asked the
question: *"What about the land on which
there is no timber?” they replied, ‘“Pro-
vided such land is not required to ensure
the purity of the water, you ¢an have it.”

A member of the Forests Department is
also a member of the Water Supply Com-
mittee. When giving consideration to any
application for land grest care is taken
that it is not granted. It is said that
these are the people wh® are supposed to
know. Things have come to a very sorry
pass when the only thing our engineers
can think of is to put pecple off the land
with a view to safeguarding it for water-
purity purposes. If we erect another half-
dozen dams of the size of Canning Dam,
Wellington Dam, and Mundaring Weir,
there will be no land left in this State; it
will all be taken for water catchment
areas. What a situation we would then
find ourselves in!

I notice from His Excellency the Gov-
ernor's Speech that the demand for land
has been maintained, and that great
interest. is still being shown by applicants
from the Eastern States who desire to
settle in Western Australia; and additional
areas are being classified and designed for
subdivision. I do not know whether that
means land in the never-never, ar whether
it means land at present under the control
of the Forests Department,

I have no quarrel with the Forests De-
partment. I agree that all our marketable
timber should be protected; and that land
on which it is growing should also be pro-
tected and conserved. My complaint is
that every block of land that becomes
forfeited by somebody dying, or for some
other reason, reverts to the Crown; and
the Forests Department immediately takes
over that land. In some cases these blocks
of land have been cleared for a number
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of years. There are no trees on them at
all; and previously they were under culti-
vation.

That is the situation in which we find
ourselves today. The original purpose of
the establishment of the Forests Depart-
ment was, in my opinion at any rate, to
conserve the forests of this State. I do
not think it is any part of its funection to
deal with land that has no timber on it
If members were in the South-West they
would probably have a much better con-
ception of the situation which exists. Let
us take the area of Collie as an example.
We had hoped that when the production
of coal was on the decline, the people who
became surplus as a result of that decline
in the use of coal—people who were work=-
ing in the industry—would be allowed to
take up land around the distriet. If they
had been allowed to do that, they would
have been able to produce a living for
themselves, But what do we find? From
memory I cannot recall one application
made by a selector being granted for land
between Boyup Brook, Collie, and Darkan,
either southward or westward. In Muja
there are flats—large tracts of country
without a tree on them. But if anybhody
applies for some of that land, he will not
meet with any success.

Mr. Nalder: What are they holding it
for?

Mr. MAY: I believe that the Forests
Department, and those in charge of it,
have come to the stage of thinking that
if they allow anybody on ito the land
among the forests it will immediately prove
a2 menace to those forests. That attitude
is quite wrong, because ncbody takes
greater care about bush fires than does
the farmer who has established himself
among the State forests in the South-
West. Every possible means has been
adopted by the Forests Department to
maintain and hold any land that it has—
whether it has timber on it or not.

There is a system in operation that any
land forfeited is returned to the Crown—
whether that land has heen cleared or not.
In most cases the Lands Department can-
not do anything with it, and it is immedi-
ately accepted by the Forests Department,
and added to the State forests. What I
say is perfectly true, and the Minister for
Forests should know what is going on.

Unless this Government, or any other
Government, is prepared to confine the
activities of the Forests Department to
the purpose for which it was brought
into being—namely, the conservation of
the forests of this State—we will get
nowhere. One can go out in any direc-
tion from ths Wellington Dam, and one
will find the best land in the State. It
has the finest chocolate soil; yet it has
been bought back by the Government for
water-catchment purposes. The only thing
the department seems to think of in re-
gard to water purity is to take over all
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the land for miles around for water-
catchment purposes. If our engineers
cannot think further than that in rela-
tion to water conservation, they are not
worth their salt.

I understand that some alteration is to
he made by the present Government in
the granting of land. I hope considera-
tion will he given to that aspect, because
there is a considerable amount of land in
this State which could be used to the ad-
vantage of both the individual and the
State itself. I know there are many people
in my electorate who are just waiting for
a chance to take up land. They are pre-
pared to take up this land and work it.

But whenever this argument crops up—
and I have had several such arguments
with the Porests Department and the
Lands Department—we are reminded of
the number of acres of virgin country al-
ready set apart, but not used. I would
say that the Government of the State—
no matter what its political complexion—
has the remedy in its own hands. If these
people who have been granted land are
not using it, then it should be taken away
from them.

In the South-West portion of the State
there are areas with an assured rainfall.
There is ng doubt about the rainfall at all;
and there is no doubt about the class of
land either, because it is the best land in
this State. But unless we can take advan-
tage of those conditions and make this
land available to people who are prepared
to work it, we will be doing a disservice to
the State.

There is one other matter which I wish
to mention, and which I do not think has
been dealt with at any great length. I
refer to automation and atomic energy in
industry. This subject has been brought
to my notice more particularly as a result
of the decline in the use of coal. As far
as I am able to ascertain, no thought is
being given—in Australia at any rate—to
what is likely to happen as a result of
automation and the use of atomic power.

We know that the unemployment situa-
tion is bad. I know that it was worse in
the first stages of the depression; but I do
not think it needs much imagination to
realise what would happen in this country
if automation, and the use of atomic power
came to us overnight. I do not think it
will come {0 us overnight; but what are
we doing in anticipation of that time
arriving? We are doing nothing at all.

At the moment if a man becomes un-
employed as a result of the inroads of
mechanisation, he applies for unemploy-
ment relief. Rather than pay these people
unemployment relief—and most of them
are averse to accepting the money—would
it not be hetter to pay them at least the
basic wage and arrange for them to do
some productive work? That would be
far better than paying a married man
£6 2s. 6d. a week for which he does
nothing.
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There are a few among the unemployed
who approve of being paid that amount
for doing nothing, but they would be the
great minority. The majority of them—I
would say at least 90 per cent, of them—
would prefer to do something in return
for the money. It would be a much better
proposition for the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to pay these men the basic wage
and say, “You are going to do enough
work to warrant the payment of that basic
wage."” 'The people would be much hap-
pier, and the country would derive the
benefit of the work done by those people.

There is no doubt that automation and
atomic power will eventually come; but we
have given no thought to the matter at all.
‘What is going to happen to the people who
will be thrown out of employment as a
result of this contingency? The matter
requires some very deep thinking, and it is
time we turned our minds to it. If we do
not do so0, we will find that more than half
of the population of this country will be on
the dole, and that does not bear thinking
about. The sauthorities should prepare
themselves for this eventuality.

The position has arisen in a small way
in Collie as a result of mechanisation:
and it has also arisen in other industries.
How much greater will be our difficulty if
universal automation and universal atomic
power become an everyday feature? 1
know that the owners of establishments
will benefit, and I do not mind that. But
we must consider those who will be put out
of employment as a result of this happen-
ing.

Sir Ross MecLarty:
problem?

Mr. MAY: It is; but we are not con-
cerned so much with thai, as with the
problem in our own country. Can any
member tell me whether thought has been
given to this matter? It must arise. If
we wait for it to happen we will have a
position similar to that which existed in
Pakistan; and I hope that will never occur
in Australia.

Unless we are prepared to devote some
of our time to the situation which must
arise as a result of these new ideas, this
will be a very bad country in which to
live. We should set an example, even
though automation and atomic power
have not hit us very hard yet. Do we
know what is occurring in this regard in
ather countries? Of course we do not!
Will we be prepared? Of course not!
That will be the position unless we do
something now. I say to the people whose
responsibility it is, that they should make
provision for the future and give some
thought to the problem so that a catas-
trophe to the people of this country will,
to some exient, be avoided.

There is little more I wish to say fo-
night. I know it is usual for me to deal
with the coal industry when speaking in
this Chamber; but I will discuss that when
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the Estimates are being considered. I did
not speak about the dairying industry, be-
cause I think the situation is well known.
However, I was amazed with regard to two
applications I submitted to the Milk Board
for a license to produce milk, as I was toid
that this State is over-producing. This
is amazing when one thinks of all the uses
to which milk can be put.

A man who lives at Muja, on a gocod
dairy farm, made provision for refrigeration
with a view to supplying the demands of
the Collie district with table cream. An
agent at Collie was prepared to take all
the cream that this man could supply in
order to distribute it to the residents of
Collie and surrounding districts,. How-
ever, I have been told that so far a license
has not been granted. The agent at Collie
said he could take and sell 30 gallons of
milk a day from this dairy farmer. This
would avoid the bringing of 50 gallons of
milk per day from, I think, Burekup or
Brunswick Junction.

The most sensible thing to do is to sell
one’s broduce as near as possible to the
point of production, but in this case a
license was not approved. I am not blam-
ing the Milk Board,; it is the system under
which we work. However, I was amazed
to learn that the population of this State
was being over-supplied with milk. I can-
not see why that should be, Surely with
our export trade in butter, this State
should be able to get rid of all the milk
it produces. I cannot understand it, but
perhaps I am not as fully acquainted with
the position as I should be.

Mr. Nalder: They certainly could take
all the cream.

Mr. MAY: I had a letter yesterday from
the Milk Board telling me it could not see
its way clear to grant a license for this
man to supply the people in the Collie
distriect with tahle cream. Our thinking
should be on a larger scale. A product
should go to the market nearest to where
it is produced. I do not know whether
the Milk Board comes within the province
of the Minister for Agriculture, but I am
not blaming the board. If there is no
market for the milk, the board cannot do
very much about it; but I do know that
this man could supply Collie with table
cream if he could get a license.

I hope something will be done to enable
him to supply this cream as he has spent
quite & deal of money putting his farm in
order and equipping it with the necessary
refrigeration. I understand that a license
is not granted unless one has this amenity
in regard to the production and treatment
of cream. I think a license should be
granted to & man who has a ready market
for all the cream he can produce on his
property.

These things should be given minute
consideration. Sometimes, we are inclined
to think too far afield and overlaok the
fact that something we are trying to sell
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outside our State can be disposed of on
the home market to the benefit of the
producer. That is all I wish to say at the
moment. I will deal with other matters
when the Estimates are under considera-
tion.

MR. 1. W. MANNING (Harvey) [8.58]:
I take this opportunity to discuss one ar
two matters. But first of all, along with
other speakers, I offer my congratula-
tions to you, Sir, on your appointment to
the high office which you now hold in
this Assembly. I trust your occupation
of the Chair will be a long and pleasant
one,

I think this Assembly would be dis-
appointed if I did not rise to speak of
the problems in the milk industry. The
principal problem at the moment is that
of maintaining the quality of milk. This
is a real problem because no-ocne Knows
just what is the cause of the falling-off
in quality, and what steps should he taken
to correct the trouble. For a number of
years, prosecutions have been launched
against dairymen for selling milk below
the required standard; that is—3.2 per
cent, butterfat, and 8.5 per cent. solids
other than fat.

The dairyman supplying the milk would
not know, when he sent the milk forward,
that it was below the required standard.
He would have no criminal intentions,
and he would not in any way be neglectful
of his responsibility to supply good-quality
milk., Therefore, prosecuting a person
when the milk is found to be below
standard achieves nothing. These prose-
cutions have gone on for a number of
vears; and very many dairymen—good,
honest farmers—have been prosecuted
without anything being achieved.

One of the very objectionable features
of the prosecution is the activity of the
health officers of the local authorities in
the metropolitan area. Normally, it is
accepted that the sampling and testing
of milk-—the dairyman’s milk—is carried
out by the Milk Board; but we find that
in many instances when the milk reaches
the metropolitan aresa in the farmer’s can
it is sampled and tested by the health
authorities before it is accepted by the
milk treatment depots. The farmer may
send forward 5-gallon, 10-gallon, or even
more than 10-gallon cans of milk; and if
one of these cans is found to be below the
required standarg, the farmer is prosecuted.

This is a most unfortunate state of
affairs, because the farmer feels he is
being victimised and that the health
authorities are putting the boots into him,
if these prosecutions have taken place at
the instigation of the Milk Board. Some
knowledge i3 gained by the Milk Board of
a variation in the quality of a particular
farmer's milk. I have no quarrel! in re-
gard to the strict conirol of the quality
of milk which is offered to the retailer
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and the consumer; but I think it is very
wrong that the health authorities should
?a.mple and test the milk of the individual
armer.

I believe it would be a better scheme
if the health authorities devoted their
attention to the sampling and testing of
milk after it leaves the treatment plants
and is offered to the retailer and the
consumer; and if the sampling and test-
ing of milk before it reaches the treat-
ment depots were done solely by the Milk
Board or officers of the Agricultural De-
partment.

It is my intention to put forward some
recommendations for the consideration of
the Minister and his departmental officers
in regard to milk. They are as follows:—

(1) That where there is no question
of adulteration, prosecutions for
under-standard milk be deferred
pending further research into this
problem.

(2) That in lieu of prosecution, under-
standard milk be diverted io the
manufacturer,

(3) That the sampling of milk prior
to testing be undertaken solely
by the officers of the Milk Board.

(4) That all testing of whole-milk be
carried out at the Apgricultural
Department by gualified techni-
cal officers of that department.

(5) That the Department of Health
and the health officers of local
authorities be permitted to sample
milk only when it is offered to
the retailer,

(6) That a committee of four per-
sons he set up to direct research
into the problem of milk quality,
comprising one representative of
the Milk Board, one from the
Agrieultural Department, one
technical expert, and one farmer.

(7) That the practicability of pay-
ment on quality be clesely investi-
gated,

The great need is for research. There-
fore, first and foremost must come the
establishment of satisfactory testing
laborateries at the Department of Agricul-
ture, staffed with suitably qualified techni-
cal officers to undertake that work., Then,
and only then, can we give consideration
to payment on quality. We in this State
believe that our milk industry—its
methods, production, purchase, distribu-
tion, and sales—Iis second to none in the
Commonwealth. However, problems .do
exist, and I suggest that there is room for
improvement.

An improvement may be achieved by
payment on the basis of quality. The
changes involved would need to be closely
studied before any alteration were made;
because what is, from a distribution point
of view, a satisfactory industry, could
quite easily be upset.
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With the light winter we are having,
and the approach of summer, and hecause
of the extent to which milk production
relies on the supply of irrigation water,
we may have to face further problems, I
suggest to the Minister and his depart-
ment that they exercise great care in order
to see that they do not go beyond the
accepted bounds of the wholemilk zone,
for the purchase of milk.

Great care should also be taken to see
that the quota system on which the in-
dustry is based is retained. Nothing
should he done to upset the quota system,
because it ensures the continuity of sup-
ply throughout the 12 months of the
vear. The summer production of milk is
not the only problem we face. In some
areas the winter production also is quite
a problem. The quota system has proved
to be a good one; and when changes are
sugggested, we should be careful to see that
the quota system is not altered.

I turn now to ancther subject in which
from two points of view, I am interested:
establishment of hotanical gardens in the
metropolitan area. One reason is that
we have in King's Park a reserve of native
flora which is something that we should
preserve and extend. King's Park could
well be used for the introduction of many
species of native flora which are not to
be found there today. Also, from the
peoint of view of tourist attraction, King's
Park—it is undeniably a tourist attraction
now—<could be improved.

In King's Park we have something which
no other capital city in the world has. It
is unique; and in this way it is an attrac-
tion to tourists. If we look at King's
Park from the tourist-attraction point of
view we realise that the cultivation of
native flora there is something well worth
while. Much has been writien about the
value of establishing botanical gardens,
and of improving the foreshore in the
vicinity of the Narrows Bridge. I wge
the Government to have a close look at
the possibility of effecting improvements
in this area, which is a potential beauty
spot. We want to attract tourists, and the
making of improvements is one way by
which we can attract them. If we do
what I have suggested, we will preserve
something that is unique.

In the planting of trees in the vicinity
of the Narrows Bridge, I recommend that
as much attention as possible be given to
planting those that are native to the area.
I am sure that many of the native trees
that grow in the bushland of Waestern
Australia could be encouraged to grow
satisfactorily around the foreshore near
the Narrows Bridge. I have a good
opinion of our native trees, and I do not
think that in this area we should plant
imported trees, because people come here
to see Western Australia and our nhative
flora. At every opportunity we should
encourage the growing of our own trees.

8T

MR, ANDREW (Victoria Park) [9.5]1:
Although I have spoken two or three times.
this session, I thought I would wait until
I made my Address-in-reply speech be-
fore I congratulated you, Sir, on attain-
ing the important office of Speaker of the
Assembiy. I have already congratulated
you privately, and I know that you will
carry out the duties of your office with
credit to the Assembly and also to your-
self.

We have heard a number of speeches
tonight, and some rather provocative sug-
gestions were made in a couple of them..
The member for Collie spoke of automa-
tion, and so on. That is a big subject
which openhs up quite an avenue for people
to explore, When the hon. member was
speaking, I was reminded of a question
that a woman put to me quite a few years
ago. This woman was talking about
machinery and the problem of automatic
machines taking the place of working
people. I said, “People only work today
hecause they need to produce the means
of life. If they ecan produce the means
of life without working, the necessity to
work is done away with.” She said, “How
are people to get purchasing power?”’ I
said, “They can only get purchasing power
today by working for it, or by way of
profits. When those conditions alter,
people will have to be given claims to
goods; in other words purchasing power.”
I am not going further with that subject,
because it is too wide to be dealt with now.

Over the air on Sunday night, and in
the Press yesterday and this morning,
there were headlines about what the Min-
ister for the North-West had to say in
regard to the development of the North.
He said that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would have to give assistance to
Western Australis for the purpose of de-
veloping that huge territory. What the
Minister stated is an opinion that has
been voiced for many years. I remember
that about three years ago I used the sub-
ject as a theme for g talk in this House.
1 spoke about the fact that, although
Western Australia comprised one-third of
the area of Australia, it had only 7 per
cent. of the population; and the popula-
tion of this State is {o be found mainly
in the South-West corner.

The people who comprise the popula-
tion of Western Auséralia are charged
with the responsibility of the develop-
ment of the whole of the State; and it is
an utter impossibility for them to carry
that responsibility. The Minister for the
North-West said that we will have to get
Commaonwealth assistance, We have
known that for many years, and I agree
with what he said. But the other even-
ing, when someone spoke about asking the
Commonwealth Government for financial
assistance, the Premier said we could not
always be going to the Commonwealth
Government,
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I agree with the Minister for the North-
West that if Western Australia is to be
developed at the speed at which it should
be developed, much of the responsibility
must be borne by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, which should be prepared to
accept it. The amount of money that the
Federal Government is spending in the
Eastern States is much more than it is
spending in Western Ausfralia. There-
fore the disparity that now exists between
this State and the Eastern States is be-
coming greater instead of getting less. I
hope the Minister for the North-West will
go ahead with what he suggested, and
that this Government can prevail upon
the PFederal Government to help in the
development of Western Australia—par-
ticularly the North-West portion—by
making some millions of pounds available
annually for the purpose.

Another matter I wish to touch on,
briefly, is finance. This subject was de-
bated last evening. Prior to the debate
taking place, the Premier made the state-
ment in the Press that the interest bill
for last month was £70,000 more than for
the same month in the previous year. I
asked the Premier what were the amounts
of borrowings for 1940, 1945, 1850,
1955, and 1959; the interest paid for
those years, and the percentage that the
interest bore to revenue. In some Yyears
the interest paid by Waestern Australia
was motre than 30 per cent. of the revenue.
With the inflationary trend, that ratio has
started to decline.

Any business, body, or company, can
keep going by borrowing money., Gill at-
tempted to run his business that way, and
he could have kept going for the next 10
or 20 years provided the borrowed money
keph coming in. I am afraid this State is
in somewhat the same category as was
Mr. Gill, inasmuch as the extra interest
which we have to pay out of revenue each
year comes to between £700,000 and
£900,000. This is a tremendous sum to
be paid out of revenue, Like the member
for Collie, who spoke of automation, I
am putting that forward as a thought for
members to ponder on.

Some provocative statements were made
tonight by the member for Moore. T think
he must have had a very sheltered
life bhecause he seems to think it is
quite easy for unemployed people to find
jobs. Apparently he has never been in
the position of having to look for a job,
and not being able to find one. I have
been in that category. What the hon,
member said reminds me of a friend of
mine—this occurred some years ago—who
was a prepossessing fellow, and who had
plenty of front and a fair amount of in-
telligence. On several occasions he got
out of employment, but he was one of
those chaps who would hop in and get
a job. He would take on anything. He
even took on lumping at Albany.
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We were talking about unemployment
one day; and he said, “I do not under-
stand these people. Why can't they be
like me and hop in and get a job?" I
said, “Well, George, you are not seeing
the full picture, because you are youngish;
you have a good front; you can approach
people.” I have known of instances where
men have queued up for a job, and this
m'%n has gone right past them and got the
Jjab.

Eventually the time came when he could
not get a job, notwithstanding the fact
that he would take anything. When I was
speaking to him he said, “I will do any-
thing, but I cannot get a job.” I said, “I
do not want to remind you of what you
said some years ago.” He said, “I was
young and inexperienced then.” I think
the member for Moore is & bit inexperi-
enced too, because if only half-a-dozen
jobs are available, and 50 apply for them,
44 of those chaps must go without a job.

Again, the honourable member said that
he would employ a man who could use
the axe. Not everyone is used to working
with the axe. Some young people are not
used to the axe, and there are plenty of
chaps, 50 years of age and older, who want
jobs, but who could not take a job where
the axe had to be used. I suggest to the
member for Moore that he look into these
matters a little more fully before he makes
a statement that there is no reason why
any single man should be out of work.

He also congratulated the Government
and said what a good Government it was.
He said he had met a number of people
who supported him in that contention. I
want to know what for. As yet the Gov-
ernment has done nothing to prove that
it is a good Government. It has a very
good Press, because The West Australian
is really the unofficial journal of this Gov-
ernment, but most of the matters on
which the Government has heen given
publicity were inaugurated by the previous
Government. This Government has vet to
prove that it can accomplish what the
L%bour Government did during its term of
office.

Most of the major works in this State
have been started by Labour Govern-
ments, When the previous Labour Gov-
ernment went out of office, and the
MeLarty-Watts Government took over, it
was kept busy opening the Perth Hospi-
tal, the new Causeway, and other works
which had been started by the Labour
Governinent. In g month or so this Gov-
ernment will be opening the Narrows
Bridge, the Serpentine Dam, and other
works started by the Hawke Government.
The speech of the member for Moore, as
I said, was most provocative.

Mr. Lewis: If I had not made the
speech, you would have had nothing to
say.

Mr. ANDREW: The honourable member
is quite entitled to say what he likes, and
I would be the last one to deny him that
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privilege; but I also have the right to have
& shot at him about it. The honourable
member spoke about private enterprise,
and what it has done for the man on the
land. I would remind him that those on
the land comprise one body of men who
have in many cases been helped by
socialistic legislation and socialistic
organisations—I refer to the Agricultural
Bank, and land settlement and soldier
settlement schemes. All these things are
socialistiec in their application, beeause
they help the man who helps himself,

Mr. Lewis: Haven't they helped the
State too?

Mr. ANDREW: That is not the argu-
ment. I am saving that much of the
assistance given to the man on the land
was not given by private enterprise but by
socialistic legislation. Once anybody gets
assistance from the State he is accepting
socialism to that degree. I would also re-
mind the honourable member, who was
booming private enterprise, that the pre-
vious member for Moore was g director
of Co-Operative Bulk Handling Ltd., and
I heard him say on one occasion that he
was proud of the organisation. That
organisation is socialistic in its conception
anhd in its practice. Although the late
honourable member said that he did not
believe in socialism, he was very proud to
be a member of what really is a socialistic
organisation.

Mr. Lewis:
listic.

Mr. ANDREW: It is a co-operative, and
socialism is based on co-operation—co-
operation for the benefit of the people.
In other words, we do not believe peogple
should fight one another economically, but
we believe that they should co-operate
economically; whereas private enterprise is
based on the most base motives—egreed
and selfishness. I will not go any further
into that subject because it is too big to
be discussed in this debate.

On opening day I asked the Premier the
following question:—

(1) Is it not unethical and also in bad
taste to bring politics into public
functions?

(2) If so, why did he, when speaking
at the opening of the University
Coliege appeal, at which I was
present, state that one of the
reasons why the appeal had a
greater chance of success was be-
cause we how have a new Gov-
ernment in Western Ausiralia?

The Premier replied—

In the first place, the memher for
Victoria Park should be the last one
to talk about bringing politics into
anything.

He went on further—

I made that statement facetiously,
and if it was taken up by anybody
there as being serious I humbly apolo-
gise to the Leader of the Opposition.

I do not think it is socia-
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If the Premier had replied {o the ques-
tion with the second sentence only, and
let it go at that, I would have been quite
happy—and I think everyone else would
have been—to accept his assurance, But
it appears that the Premier has a habit
of doing these things. I happened to be
at a civic reception to the delegates to the
R.8.L. Congress: I was representing the.
Leader of the Opposition, and Mr. Brand.
was there as Premlier.

On that occasion he made a remark
which I thought was right out of place:
it was in regard to an item on the agenda.
dealing with Anzac Day. The R.S.L. dele-
gates were divided on the question, and
up to that time it had not been discussed.
The Premier said, "I advise you to hold
Anzac Day as it is”’; in other words, “What
you have you held”. Again the Premier
was bringing into a public function some-
thing which he had no right to discuss. I
thought he would know better, because he
is a man holding g responsible position.

Mr. Craig: As & member of the League
he is entitled to have his say.

Mr. ANDREW: Had he been at the con-
ference he would have had a right to say
what he liked, but he was speaking as
Premier of the State at a civic reception;
and he had no more right to discuss a sub-
ject like that than I had. It was in bad
taste.

Mr. O’'Neil: Is it a political matter?

Mr. ANDREW: I now come back to the
first part of the Premier’s reply where he
spid—

In the first place, the member for
Victoria Park should be the last one
to talk about bringing politics into
anything.

If the Premier implied that I have on
occasions brought politics forward at a
public function, and he could prove it, I
would resign my seat. It is an untruth;
either it is a deliberate untruth, or else
the Premier is so irresponsible that he
says something not caring whether it is
the truth or not. I had hoped that the
Premier’s reply would have been in the
form of the second paragraph because
then evervone would be happy.

A great deal of dissatisfaction has been
expressed by members of Parliament on
various occasions ahout the Press. In my
opinion the Press is responsible to the
people in the areas in which it circulates.
We have a daily Press in Western Austra-
lia; and if it does its job as it should do,
it would cover the news and disseminate
that news through its columns in a fair
and impartial manner. It should be fair
to all sections of the community, because
itthas a responsibility as the Press of the
State.

Some people talk about the freedom of
the Press. Personally I would like to know
wha{ they mean by that phrase. If by
“freedom of the Press” people mean that
the Press disseminates the news according
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to its value, and with justice to all people,
I would say that that is correct. But to-
day the phrase “freedom of the Press”
means freedom of the Press-owners, be-
cause they are the only ones who can say
what will or will not go into the Press.

I believe the Press should pay greater
attention to real freedom by being fair to
all sections of the community. We must
recognise that the Press has very great
power hecause it can influence so many
people. In my opinion an organisation
could put a full-page advertisement in the
daily newspaper, but it would not have as
much: influence on the ordinary man in the
street as a two-column headline. Informa-
tion which is put in the paper as news has
much greater value than if it is put in the
paper in the form of an advertisement. The
Press can also colour the news as it wishes;
and the term "“freedom of the Press"—so0
glibly used these days by a number of
people, particularly those in the conserva-
tive parts of the community—is an incor-
rect one, because the Press could be and
is influenced greatly by its management.

The managing editor of a newspaper
could be anything. He could be unbalanced
or biased; he could be a neurotic, a cup-
board drinker, and a most irresponsible
person; but he would still have the say.
We of the Labour Party have suffered
greatly because of the Press. Some time last
year I wrote a letter to the Press in answer
to one which was written by a person
named Groom, a member of a shipping
firm, regarding a boat called the Halimar
bought by the previous Government. I
suppose that person had about 10 inches
of space in the daily paper and the letter
was not a very good one; in fact, it was
rather abusive.

I compiled a letter in reply; and I rang
up the then Minister, because I did not
want to cut across any action that he
might be taking in regard to it. I asked
him about the letier and read it to him
over the phone. He said that it was quite
a good letter, and told me to go ahead and
send it to the paper. The letter would have
taken up about seven or eight inches of
space but the Press cut it down to about
1} inches and published one paragraph
which, when read on its own, was very
damaging to the Labour Party.

I wonld like to mention something else
that the Press can do. Since this Govern-
ment has been in office it has eancelled an
old regulation and gazetted s new ogne in
reference to crosswalks. As far as I can as-
certain, the new regulation gives a pedes-
trian on a crosswalk the same right of way
as did the previous regulation. I asked the
Minister whether a successful prosecution
could be launched under the new regula-
tion against a motorist who did not give
way to a pedestrian on a crosswalk, as had
been the case under the old regulation.
The answer was “Yes.”
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As the member for Moore said, both he
and I represent our respective parties on
the National Safety Council. It is the
opinion of that body that the new regula-
tion is just as efficient as the old, except
that the new cleaned up an anomaly in
the old. The following appeared in Kirwan
Ward’s column of the Daily News:—

Well, friends, I sincerely hope I'm
wrong about this, hut it seems lo me
that the new crosswalk deal is going
to work out exactly as if the regulation
had been framed by that carefree
(and car-free) legislator, old man Raf-
ferty himself.

On the 25th June the following was re-
ported in the same column of that news-
paper—

It's vital that all traffic rules should
be absolutely cut-and-dried beyond
any possible misynderstanding. But
even after yesterday’s pronounce-
ments, this crosswalk thing is bhadly
confused and confyusing.

According to the information we have
received from the authorities, there is no
difference between the old and the new
regulations, except in one small particular,
which is not of wvery great importance.
When this matter was discussed at the
National Safety Council, it was mentioned
that the Press had confused the people,
and that the people had some confidence
when using the crosswalks prior to the
introduction of the new regulation; but
because of articles appearing in the Press
the people became confused and afraid to
use the crosswalks.

One member of the National Safety
Council, a well-known person in this State,
said that the newspapers were to blame for
the confusion which exists in regard to the
use of crosswalks. He said, “I told my wife
she had as much right on the erosswalk as
before, but I could not convince her. That
was the result of the influence of the
Press.”

I also want to refer to another matter
which concerns the Press. The career of
the Prime Minister, Mr. Menzies, depend-
ed largely on the support of the Press.
But as he is getting to the age when he
does not care much, even he attacked the
Press, as illustrated in the following article
in the newspapers.:—

He devoled the remainder of his
speech to a strong attack on news-
papers for “whipping up" opposition
to the report and to a spirited defence
of the recommendations in the report.

Further on he said—

There has been this classical con-
test between members of Parliament
who have been elected by the people
to sit in Parliament and administer
the government and those who, elect-
ed by nobody except themselves, un-
dertake to assume conirol of the af-
fairs of the country.
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That is what I have been trying to im-
press upon members. There is no doubt the
Press does attempt to take control of the
affairs of this country. In this very Parlia-
ment some Country Party members wha
supported certain legislation introduced by
the previous Government were vilified by
the Press. The Press apparently does not
believe in freedom. If The West Australian
believed in freedom, it would offer freedom
to its newsagents.

A newsagent in Victoria Park said to
me on one cccasion, “I paid thousands of
pounds for this business, but I cannot put
4 price on it or sell it to whom I please. I
have to sell it to a person approved by and
through the agency of The West Australian.
This newspaper talks about freedem, but
it does not give freedom in that respect.

I have no objection to the newspaper
contending, in regard to its agencies, “We
must have the right to approve of the per-
son faking over any of our agencies, and
we must have the right to approve of the
price at which that agency is to be sold.”
However, it has exercised that right over
the whole business, including the other
goods and lines carried hy an agency. The
owner could not sell, except at a price
fixed by The West Ausiralian.

Recently I was nominated to the Nation-
al Safety Council by members on this side
of the House. I was appointed because I
have always been interested in traffic mat-
ters. I would like to touch on a number of
them. I shall take these matters up with
the National Safety Council to try to
obtain results.

I have advocated that a guide or instruc-
tion be given to motorists relating to the
correct use of the Causeway. I can make
a number of suggestions which will improve
the flow of traffic. Today it seems that
Rafferty rules apply and motorists cut
across one side to the other; I am referring
to the rotaries. Today many motorists do
not go around the rotary except along the
inside island. I hope to take that matier
up with the National Safety Council.

I now refer to traffic lights and I address
my remarks to the Minister in charge of
traffic. I contend that the amber light
should be dispensed with. At present the
red light shows in one direction while the
green shows in another, but five seconds
before the red light turns to green the
amber light comes on. The amber light
should be regarded as a red light, and a
motorist approaching the crossing should
halt when the amber light appears.

It seems to be the practice at present for
people to regard the amber light as a five-
second warning, during which time they
can cross an intersection. On two oceasions
I nearly met with an accident when some
motorist continued after the amber light
showed. Some members may be confused
and think that I am suggesting that the
traffic light should turn directly from red
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to green; but that is not the case, My sug-
gestion is that, instead of the green light
turning to amber it should furn to red;
then we would have both the red lights
showing for five seconds before the green
light came on.

Mr, J, Hegney: That would prevent
people from beating the gun.

Mr. ANDREW: Yes. I raised one matter
with the previous Minister for Works and
suggested the installation of a clover leaf
system at the end of the Causeway; but he
did not agree. The amount of traffic using
the Causeway is very heavy, and any mo-
torist who can avoid going home about
5 p.m. does so and waits until later to cross
the Causeway. At present it takes 1§ hours
to clear the peak traffic.

I asked a question in this House, but I
was assured there was no need for the in-
stallation of & clover leaf system. I was
told that the Narrows Bridge would ulti-
mately take half the traffic, That may be
the case; but the volume of traffic in the
metropolitan area doubles every eight to
nine years, so in that time the traffic will
become just as heavy as it is today. In 16
years the volume of traffic using the Cause-
way and the Narrows Bridge would be
double the amount of iraffic today. I sug-
gest the Government should give serious
consideration to this matter.

I was glad to hear the Minister for
Works referring to development south of
the river. The member for Maylands men-
tioned earlier this evening that he hoped
the Government would not concentrate
only south of the river, but also include
north of the river, The area south of the
river has been sadly neglected over the
yvears. We need many essential require-
ments south of the river.

Mr. J. Hegney: Such as a million pound
hotel.

Mr. ANDREW: When the new traffic of-
fice was built in Victoria Park to cater for
residents south of the river, I sald to the
Commissioner of Police at that time, “I do
not think you have built this office large
enough. You should realise there is about
one-fifth of the population living south of
the river in a 20-mile square.” He said he
had not realised that; otherwise he would
have built that office larger. That traffic
office was completed two or three years
ago, but it is becoming overcrowded today.
In general, that is what will apply south
of the river.

I was interested to hear the statement of
the member for Canning that a2 maijor hos-
pital should be built south of the river.
There is no haspital of any consequence in
that area. Our complaint is that when the
powers that be decide to build something,
they think in terms of this side of the
river. That was why I was surprised to
hear the member for Maylands speaking as
he did. The land which is chosen for a hos-
pital site is not in Victoria Park; it is on
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the boundary of Vietoria Park, Beeloo, and
Canning. That would cater for a large
area.

Such a hospital will be a major centre
for the treatment of serious cases from the
South-West, which is the most thickly-
populated part of the State. I urge the
Public Health Department and the Min-
ister for Health to give serious considera-
tion to the establishment of this hospital
as soon as possible.

Previously I have referred to the beauti-
fication of the riverfront, south of the
Causeway. We all know that the Causeway
is the gateway to Perth. When I made ap-
proaches regarding this matter, the pre-
vious Minister stated that the dredge was
being used elsewhere. I see now that dredg-
ing for the Narrows Bridge project has
been completed, and a dredge has not heen
used there for some time. So a dredge
should now be available for dredging the
river, building up the banks, and beautify-
ing the riverfront west of the Causeway.

Perth is really a beautiful city. I know
one young woman who was born here but
did not think much of the beauty of her
home city. She travelled to Europe, and
then the United States of America. Subse-
auently she wrote a letter to her mother in
which she said—

I did not realise that Perth was the
city beautiful. There is only one city
I have seen which compares very well
with Perth, and that is San Francisco.
That is ever so much larger and is
built on seven hills. I had to leave
Perth and travel around before I
realised how beautiful Perth is.

I am submitting that illustration in sup-
port of my statement that we can make
Perth very heautiful by giving aitention
to those parts on the other side of the
river which I have already mentioned.

There are several other matters about
which I could speak tonight. I have taken
up with the Minister for Local Govern-
ment the matter of zoning, and ward re-
presentation on the Perth City Counecil
for Victoria Park; but I do not seem
to be getting very far very quickly. How-
ever, I will take those matters up personal-
ly with the Minister instead of dealing
with them at the present moment.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes—19.

Mr. Andrew Mr. Kelly
Mr, Blckerton Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Brady Mr. Molr

Mr. Evans Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Filetcher Mr, Rhatigan
Mr. Hall Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Hawke - Mr. Sewell
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Toms

Mr. Jamieson (Telier.)
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Noes—22,
Mr. Bovell Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Brand Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Burt Mr. Nalder
Mr. Cornell Mr, Nimmo
Mr. Craig Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Crommelln Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Grayden Mr. Perking
Mr. Guthrle Mr. Roberts
Dr. Henn Mr. Watts
Mr. Lewls Mr. Wild
Mr. Mann Mr. I. W. Manning
(Teller.)
Palrs

Avyes. Naes,
Mr. Heal Mr. Court
Mr. Graham Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Norton Mr. Owen

Majority against—3.
Motion thus negatived.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middie Swan) [9.501:
I propose to use the Address-in-reply de-
bate for the purpose of commenting on a
statement made by the Attorney-General
when he was replying to the second read-
ing debate on the Royal Commissioners”
Powers Act Amendment Bill. I would like
to quote the statement which appears, as
follows, on page 507 of Hansard No, 4:—
A great deal was said last night in
regard to Mr. Jamieson. As I said a
little earlier on, I had given the matter
no thought for many weeks until last
Thursday, because I was as disinelin-
ed as the Leader of the Opposition to
believe, for one moment, that members
of this House anywhere in respect of
their opinion for or against any matter
had been corrupted. I am still of the
opinion that that is mast unlikely, but
I would say this in regard to the state-
ments made by that person at the
time, that they were made, as it hap-
pened, in the presence of a very re-
sponsible member of this House who
told us of that fact on Thursday night
last. I refer to the former Speaker, the
member for Middle Swan.

The SPEAKER: I must draw the atfen-
tion of the honourable member to Stand-
ing Order No. 26 which reads as follows.—

No Member shall allude to any de-
bate of the same Session, upon a
Question or Bill not being then under
discussion except by the indulgence of
the House for personal explanations.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I would say that I was
unable to reply to the matter referred te
by the Attorney-General because it would
not have been relevant to the debate. He
said that I, as Speaker of this House, at-
tended a meeting af the racecourse, and
that it was competent for me to take action
as SpeaKer in regard to the libellous state-
ments made.

I doubt whether the Solicitor-General
gave any advice on this matter, but I want
to inform the honopurable gentleman that,
as Speaker of this House, I could not take
action because Parliament had been dis-
solved as at the 31st January, and this
meeting took place on the racecourse on
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the 5th February. Parliament was dead
and had no function at all. It could
not be called together by the Government
or anybody else.

The statement was made that I—as the
Speaker, and member for Middle Swan—
should have taken certain action, and he
then quoted the relevant section from the
Criminal Code. You, Sir, in your capacity
as Speaker, will find that you cannot, func-
tion withouft the direction and authority
of this House. You will find you are re-
sponsible to Parliament, as 1 was respons-
ible to Parliament; and it would have been
for Parliament to take action.

But, as Parliament had ceased to exist
by the effluxion of time, no action could
bhe taken. If the honourable member would
like to refer to page 172 of the Constitu-
tion, he will find the following.—

Every Legislative Assembly shall
exist and continue for three years,
from the day of the first meeting
thereof and no longer; subject, never-
theless, to being sooner prorogued or
dissolved by the Governor.

Provided that, subject as aforesaid—

(a) whenever any  Legislative
Assembly would expire by
the effluxion of {ime between
the last day of August of any
year and the first day of Feb-
ruary next hereafter, such
Legislative Assembly shall
continue up to and including
the day next preceding such
first day of February and no
longer;

Therefore, the previous Parliament of
this counftry ceased to exist on the 31st
day of January, and the strictures made by
the Attorney-General were made to bolster
up his case, ahd had no foundation what-
ever. I feel pretty certain that if he took
that matter back to the Solicitor-General
and consulted him, he would advise him
accordingly.

Therefore, in trying to suggest that I
could have taken action to look after those
members of Parliament is all just moon-
shine. However, I must emphasise that I
took the only action that was available to
me at the time. I vigorously protested
against the suggestions at the meeting that
any member of Parliament had accepted
bribes. My nhame was mentioned, and I was
invited to say something.

There were two members of the Liberal
Party present, both of whom are in the
Cabinet today; and neither of them made
any protest whatever in connection
with this matter. The Leader of the House
in another place (Mr. Griffith) came out to
the platform uninvited — primarily, I
suggest, for the purpose of obtaining
political advantage over me, as the member
for the district. He indicated on the plat-
form that he was representing his Leader,
and that if Mr. Brand was returned, his
party would look after the racing interests.
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But he never made one protest in regard to
the allegation that members of Parliament
had accepted bribes.

Mr. Bovell: Isn't that in Mr. Griffith's
provinee?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: It may be in his prov-
ince, but I am pointing out that he was not
invited to speak. He saw the opportunity
of getting a political advantage at the time
and took it, He was quite within his rights
from the political angle. As the election
was to follow very shortly—within a matter
of a few weeks—I suppose he found it
very wuseful. However, the fact is that
events marched on.

Mr. Brand: Is it a fact that he was not
invited to speak at all?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: 1 say frankiy that he
was not invited to speak. As I went back, he
walked out to the platform, which was in
the middle of the arena. He had heen sit-
ting in the grandstand with Mr. Ross
Huichinson and Mr. Murray. I suggest he
came out for the purpose of gaining pol-
itical advantage.

Mr. Brand: I understood he was invited.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I was there and know
the facts. Mr. Griffith made no reference
whatever to the vile charges made against
all members of Parliament., I denied veh-
emently that any member had received a
bribe. The sum of £200 was mentioned;
and speaking for myself, I said that I had
not received £200, and that so far as other
members were concerned I did not believe
they would be so low or miserable as to
accept £290 as was alleged,

Mr. Bovell: Who mentioned £200?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: It was mentioned at
the racecourse.

Mr. Bavell: Who said it?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The man in question—
Mr. Jamieson. There was a report in the
paper on the 6th February dealing with
the passing of the S.P. Bill. I would point
out, before proceeding to that article, that
a reference was made to the constitution
of the 21st Parliament. This is the 23rd
Parliament. It was about six years ago that
the division on the debate took place on
the S.P. Bill in this House. Therefore, the
reference was being made to the members
of that Parliament, and not the last one
to go out. Consequently, even if Parliament
had been sitting, I doubt whether any ac-
tion could have been taken against
Jamieson for the statements he had made.
It was a matier purely for the court and
for any honourable member to take action
in that way.

However, he stated that, when the Bill
went through, he had heard a lot of rum-
ours; and one of them was that a lot of
money was paid to politicians at that time.
He said that the amount concerned was
£200. I denied having received £200; but
the honourable Mr. Griffith, the present
Leader of the Government in another
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place, mounted the platform and made no
reference to the allegations. He did not
deny, on behalf of Parliament, that mem-
bers had received such a sum: Do not forget
that he was a member of another place at
the time when the Bill concerned passed
through there and was supported by mem-
hers of the Liberal Party. I repeat that at
that meeting he took no action to vindi-
cate the honour of members—

Mr. Lewis: He thought the statement
beneath contempt.

Mr. J. HEGNFY: Mr. Jamieson alse said
that a lot of S.P. hookmakers had paid a
lot of money to receive licenses. As mem-
bers know, the chairman of the Befting
Control Board demanded a retraction from
Mr. Jamieson; and it was very quickly
given. The position developed, and the Lib-
eral Party decided to seek candidates. It
was said that the racing interests wanted
some activity; and I understand they got
up a petition for the purpose of inviting
some bprominent racing person to stand
against me in the Middle Swan electorate.

I understand that applications were call-
ed for candidates, and a number were re-
ceived. The man who ultimately hecame
the candidate was known throughout the
Rivervale and Belmont districts as, in es-
sence, a Labour supporter. There were two
other candidates, who were members of
the Liberal Party and who applied for en-
dorsement; yet the Liberal Party executive
passed over them, and ultimately endorsed
Mr. Wilson, the erstwhile supporter of the
Labour movement, as their Liberal candi-
date. But I am certain that at those two
meetings Mr. Wilson had no intention of
being a candidate. He was chairman of
several meetings that were held.

Much has been szid about & mandate for
a2 Royal Commission in connection with
racing, betting, and so on. The Liberal
Party candidate for Middle Swan never
referred to racing; and it was never an
issue in that electorate so far as the propo-
sitions advanced by the candidates were
concerned. He sought to keep as far away
from that gquestion as possible. It was un-
fortunate that the newspapers, in intro-
ducing Mr. Wilson to the electors, referred
to him as a bookmaker who was to oppose
the Speaker; and a part-time on-course
doubles bookmaker, who was to be the
Liberal candidate at the election.

I repeat that the question of racing, as
such, was not ventilated by way of propa-
ganda or in any cother way during that
election. I have no doubt that the racing
interests voted against me, as it was their
prerogative to do; but no pamphlets were
got out on racing, for distribution to the
Middle Swan electorate, and it was not an
issue. However, other propaganda was
ecirculated, and I will refer to it. I had
the audacity to say that I had represented
the electorate for 26 years—as I had—and
in the last few days of the campaign, the
Liberal Party, under the authority of Mr.
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Cckerhy, its organiser or secretary, dis-
tributed g leaflet. In order to indicate that
the election was not fought on the racing
issue, but on domestic issues, I will refer
to this pamphlet, which read—

Electors of Middle Swan, your pres-
ent Labour member makes a proud
boast that he has represented you for
26 years. Are you proud of his achieve-
ments on your behalf? Has he fixed
the cement dust nuisance? No! Has he
fought for sewerage in your area? No!
Do you know tiat your jnternaticnal
airport at Guildford is not sewered?
Would you be satisfied if you employed
2 man for 26 years who produced the
same results as your present Labour
member? Your electorate has suffered
six long languid successive years of
socialistic stagnation, Your present
member states he is strongly opposed
to Communism, although he is tied to
the Labour policy of socialisation.
Cormmmunism develops from socialism.
The Liberal Party not only opposes
Communism; but vigorously opposes
the Labour Government's policy of
socialism. Middle Swan has been in
a state of political inactivity for far
too long.

There was no truth at all in those
statements; because I made strenuous
representations to the previous Govern-
ment—the Labour Geovernment—nparticu-
larly in connection with the cement dust
nuisance; and in that regard there has
been g considerable improvement. The At~
torney-General knows that when he was
Minister for Industrial Development, in a
former Government, I brought down a
private member’s Bill which sought to in-
c¢lude, under the Health Act, power to con-
trol such nuisances. I was advised that the
power shouid be included in the Factories
and Shops Act; but subsequently I was ad-
vised by the Parliamentary Draftsman that
the Health Act was a stronger statute, and
that it should be amended to include this
pOWer,

I did not mind which Act was amended;
50 long as some provision was placed in the
law so that the people or a local authority
could invoke the law and have something
done to abate a nuisance of that kind.
However, the present Attorney-General
sponsored a Bill for the purpose, because
he could see that the problem would arise
not only in connection with cement dust,
but also in regard to other industrial
activities in this State. He realised that
there should he some power in the law to
deal with this vexed question.

In the last days of that session the Gov-
ernment Bill was passed by both Houses of
the Parliament; and the Bill which I had
sponsored passed through this Chamber by
a majority, but was defeated by certain
Suburban Province members in another
place.



(5 August, 1959.]

There was later a change of Government,
and my brother became Minister for Labour,
As member for Middle Swan, I set out im-
mediately to have the law invoked; and,
to his credit, the then Minister for Labour
called a conference of the management of
the cement works, the local authorities, and
the Perth City Council; and we discussed
the question. The management stated its
case, and it was decided to adjourn for
three months to give the company the op-
portunity to put into operation some of the
things it said it would do. There were a
number of conferences over a period of
about two years. No doubt the manage-
ment had its difficulties; but it spent a lot
of money in trying to arrest that nuisance,
a{ld a considerable improvement took
place.

Despite what the company did during
that period, there are still titmes when,
through mechanical mishaps and so on,
dust is spread abroad. Many members of
the Belmont Park Road Board think that
the cement works at Rivervale should be
removed. The chairman and a number of
members of that board have urged that the
industry be removed from Rivervale. 1
made that suggestion to Mr. Sewell, the
manager of the company, at the first con-
ference thaf was held; because, as 1 said,
in the light of town planning development
and the aesthetic beauty of the City of
Perth, situated on the Swan River, 1 felt
that the time would come when, with the
co-operation of the Government, the in-
dustry would have to be transferred to
some other part of the State less thickly
populated than the present site.

The former Minister for Labour did all
he could, and set up an expert committee
to advise him in connection with the
matter. He took all reasonable and proper
action to minimise the nuisance. After the
election, the "‘Belmont Park Road Board
wrote direct to the present Minister for
Labour who, on the 30th May, 1959, re-
plied, saying—

Dear Sir,

With further reference to your
letter of the 22nd April, concerning the
offensive smell and dust emanating
from the cement works at Rivervale. I
have to advise that I have carefully
examined the flle and had further re-
ports prepared for me and it seems, as
you say, that the dust problem is much
reduced now that production has de-
clined at the works.

Despite the fact that every effort is
being made scientifically to discover
and assess any condition giving rise to
complaint, it seems that it will be im-
possible to entirely eliminate some ob-
jectionable smell at certain times, un-
iess the plant were ¢losed down entire-
y.

It appears to me that as this is an
industrial area it is unreasonable to
expect that all such discomfort can bhe
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entirely eliminated and the best my
officers can do is to take every possible
step to try to keep it to an absolute
minimum.

Yours faithfully,
C. C. Perkins,
Minister for Lanhour.

That answers the question raised in the
pamphlet regarding cement dust, An
expert committee, of which Mr. Hood was
a member, and of which a doctor from the
Public Health Department and Mr. War-
man, of the Factories and Shops Depart-
ment, are members, was set up. There is
still a complaint that is due to the hot oil,
at the first combustion stage, giving off an
offensive smell about which people com~
plain bitterly. No matier what Govern-
ment is in power, I beliecve the time will
come when it will have to consult with the
company and see that this industry does
not expand any more, as it will ultimately
have to be removed from the present site.

As depreciation takes place, the company
should endeavour to ensure that this in-
dustry is removed to another location more
suitable and far removed from a residen-
tial area. A strange feature surrounding
this particular matter is that the strongest
objections have emanated from those
people who are not members of my elec-
torate. Therefore, if this suggestion were
put inte effect it would remove the object
of their complaints. However, I think 1
have shown that the statement set out in
the pamphlet d¢id not have much applica-
tion.

I now wish to discuss housing—a most
important question. Recently I read in an
issue of the Daily News dated the 10th
July, 1959, a report of an address that
was given by Professor Copland on the
question of finance to be made avail-
able for housing. I thought it was an excel-
lent article because there is no doubt that
his remarks apply to our own State as well
as to other States of Australia. This news-
paper article reads as follows:—

NEW HOMES URGED

Melbourne, Fri: Sir Dougias Copland
last mnight urged formation of a
national housing mortgage bank.

“It should bhe as simple to buy a
home on time payment as it is fo buy
a TV set,” he said.

Sir Douglas, who is director of the
Australian Administrative College at
Mt. Eliza, was speaking to the Vie-
torian Institute of Builders.

He said that Auysiralia was bhuilding
about 70,000 houses a year. But there
was need for 85,000, increasing by five
per cent each year.

The purpose of a national housing
mortgage bank would be to stimulate
house-building by providing finance at
a reasonable rate of interest—about
four per cent.
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The money market in recent years
had fostered time payment and the
unit fixed trusts to the exclusion of
housing loans.

Both time payment and unit fixed
trusts worked on as much as eight
per cent interest.

“You cannot build a nation on eight
per cent,” Sir Douglas said. “Ii just
won't work.”

Expansion Frontier

He said that the big financial houses
of Australia should be made to allocate
a reasonable proportion of their funds
annually for home building.

The building industry was
“frontier of national expansion.”

The refusal of governments to real-
ise the importance of building homes
had been the greatest blot on our econ-
omic statesmanship in the past de-
cade.

In 1953, the building industry ac-
counted for 9.1 per cent of the total
work force.

In 1958, it accounted for only 8.9 per
cent,

If we had been doing the job of
developing this country properly it
would be now up to 10 per cent com-
pared with 1953.

No intellizent community should
deny a young man and his wife the
opportunity to buy a home.

No investment was safer.

the

That article is worthy of being reprinted
and recorded in Hansard because undoubt-
edly S8ir Douglas Copland’s remarks are
very sound indeed. There is great need for
more homes to be built. The Housing Com-
mission has a waiting list which will not be
met for 24 years. When one makes repre-
sentation to that Commission on behalf
of those who are seeking homes, one is
told that there is that great lag. Not
much increase has been made in the money
that was made available under the Com-
monwealth-S{ate rental scheme. Conse-
quently, as pointed out by Professor Cop-
land, more money should be spent cn home-
building to ensure that young couples in-
tending to marry will have the oppor-
tunity to obtain a decent home at a rea-
sonable rate of interest, namely, 4 per cent,

The only way a home-seeker can obtain
. & home at such a low rate of interest is if
he is eligible to apply for one under the
provisions of the War Service Homes Act.
Under the State Housing Act the rate of
interest on money made available for
home-building is 5% per cent. There is no
doubt that too much money is being in-
vested in hire-purchase schemes, fixed
trusts, and other credit schemes where high
rates of interest are offered. As the Leader
of the Opposition said the other evening,
the burden of hire-purchase and credit
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systems will ultimately have its effect on
the economy of this country, although it
may not be felt for 10 or 20 years.

If more maoney were spent on home-
building, it would henefit all concerned and
perhaps less money would be available for
hire-purchase schemes. I have read
through the Speech made by His Excel-
lency but 1 have been unable to find any
reference to industrial relationships in this
State. For example, there is no reference
to the intreduction of any amendments to
the Workers’ Compensation Act to bring
that Aet up to the standard of the legisla-
tion that is operating in the Eastern States
of Australia.

I recall the member for Mt. Hawthorn
referring fo the fact that members in an-
other place have repeatedly rejected leg-
islation that was introduced by the pre-
vious Government to amend the Workers'
Compensation Act.

I have noticed from the Speech made by
His Excellency that it is the abject of the
State Government Insurance Office this
year to operate within the confines of the
present legislation and to assist further
with loan money for private persons seek-
ing housing finance, and for semi-Govern-
ment and loeal authorities. Credit for that
should go to the late Hon. Jack Willcock,
He was always anxious to find money to
build workers' homes; because, at the end
of the depression it was most difficult to
obtain the necesary finance. He sought to
obtain money at a low rate of interest so
that these homes could he made available.
As a result, he was responsible for pro-
viding that the money which was not be-
ing used by the Superannuation Board
should be diverted to financing the build-
ing of these workers' homes.

Ancther item referred to in His Excel-
lency’s Speech was dealt with as follows:—

Legislation will be placed before you
to repeal the Monopolies and Restrie-
tive Trade Practices Control Act and
to substitute a measure along the lines
recommended by the Royal Commis-
sion on Restrictive Trade Practices.

The Monopolies and Restrictive Trade
Practices Control Act was introduced to
protect the consumers of this State, and any
person could complain to the Commissioner
who was appointed under the Act about any
restrictive trade practices. Whilst this
Government. is in office I am sure the
activities of the Commissioner who was
appointed by the previous Government will
diminish and not much action will be
taken under the provisions of the Act.

The only reference to industrial matters
recently was that the Minister for Labour
had visited Eastern Australia only & short
time ago to attend i conference that had
been held to discuss safety in industry. In
the Speech made by His Excellency the
following appears:—

Industrial safety will receive special
consideration and a service to assist
and educate employers and employees
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in this matter is being instituted. No
industrial dispute has marred Western
Australia’s splendid record of indus-
trial peace.

Since I have been a member of this
‘House frequent attemptis have been made
to introduce amendments to the legisla-
tion which governs safety in industry, but
attempts have always been made in an-
-other place to whittle down those amend-
ments. I can tell the Minister for Labour
that he may have some difficulty with any
amendments that he may introduce that
‘will Jay down certain conditions appertain-
ing to both employees and employers in
‘industry.

Mr. Perkins: It wants a little less legis-
lation and a little more co-operation io
-achieve our end.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: We will see how much
we will achieve by co-operation. Over the
years it has been evident that the repre-
sentatives of the trade union movement
have been continually pleading for safety
10 be exercised to protect the lives and the
limbs of all workers in industry by mak-
ing it compulsory for safety precautions to
be taken and safety gear to be provided.
However, I will be interested to hear what
the Minister has to say on this question
as time goes on; and if the suggestions
‘he puts forward are worth while 1 can
assure him that he will receive my sup-
port.

Mr. Perkins: I do not intend to go around
waving a big stick. I can assure you of
that.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Nobody is asking the
Minister to do that, but he should make
some attempt to improve safety in industry.
Reverting t0 my remarks that apparently
no attempt is to be made to amend the
Workers' Compensation Act, I can well re-
member the late Alex McCallum, who was
Minister for Labour in the Labhour Govern-
ment that held office in 1933, amending the
legislation to provide that workers should
be covered by compensation whilst travel-
ling to and from their place of employment.
Since that time further attempts have been
made by Labour Ministers to insert such
a provision in the Workers' Compensation
Act but always, and without any justifi-
cation, they have been objected to in an-
other place by those members consti-
tuting an anti-Labour force.

Mr. W. Hegney: It has been opposed here
too, don’t forget!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes, I know that such
amendments have been strongly opposed
by those members who are now sitting on
the opposite side of the House, regardless
of the fact that such a provision already
exists in the statutes of Queensland, New
South Wales and Victoria. If the Govern-
ment of the day did not have a mandate
to insert & provision such as this in the
Workers’ Compensation Act I could under-
stand it, but in this ease it has a mandate
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to implement such a suggestion in the same
way as it has a mandate to implement
many other suggestions it will place hefore
the House in the next few weeks.

The member for Maylands referred fo
the need to improve the Swan River north
of the Causeway. As the member for Middle
Swan 1 have advocated the dredging and
the deepening of the river and the building
of embankments to improve the beauty of
the Swan River. This State now has in its
possession a report that was made by

_Professor Stephenson, an eminent town

planner. I have had the opportunity to see
many rivers in other parts of the world,
but I have never seen one that is cleaner
than our own Swan River. It therefore
behoves us to preserve ifs beauty by clean-
ing it up, improving it, and preserving it
for posterity.

There is a need for a dredge to operate
north of the Causeway so that a certain
amount of work could be done each year.
A definite programme could be laid down
to improve the Swan River as far as Guild-
ford and Midland Junction. Years ago,
when I was a boy, the river was used by
many organisations in Midland Junction.
I refer particularly to the Midland Junc-
tion Workshops. Also, peopie were fre-
quently conveyed by launch from Guild-
ford to Bayswater to a picnic ground fur-
ther up the river, just as a novelty, and as
a change from going into the city of Perth.
In those days boats could move up and
down the river; but today, because of the
fact that it is so dreadfully silted up, it is
impossible to go through by boat. It would
greatly improve the development of our
State if this were done, and we should en-
deavour to dp whatever is possible by way
of dredging the Swan River.

What happened on the other side—the
Perth side of the causeway? Dredging took
place, and the river embankment was built
up. ahd we all know how clean it is today.
The dredging has improved that area
immeasurably, and a good deal of reclama-
tion has taken place. I remember a former
Leader of the Opposition complaining
about men working on the dredge, and
saying it was not productive work. For him
to have said that it was not productive
work, particularly when one considers the
aesthetic effect it has on the beauty of our
city—which is second to none in the Com-~
monwealth—was, of ecourse, quite incor-
rect.

The gquestion of widening bridges was
also mentioned. Reference was made to
the Garratt Road bridge, which joins my
electorate, between Bayswater and Belmont,
to those on the highway. This bridge is due
for widening. The Garratt Road bridge
was build in 1932; but since that time
the vehicles on the highway have mul-
tiplied out of all proportion. In many
cases the vehicles have got longer and
wider. So many of them are geoing across
the Garratt Road bridge that at times
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damage is done to the railings, and there
is always the attendant danger of an
accident taking place.

There is no doubt that an urgent need
exists for the widening of that bridge. It
is actually an arterial road for vehicles
and other forms of transport coming from
Kalamunda and from the Eastern suburbs,
They go across the Garratt Road bridge
and on to Grand Promenade and Mt.
Yokine and other suburbs in that direction;
and in doing this, if is possible for them to
avoid going through Perth. When the Pre-
mier was referring to the naming of the
new bridge at the Narrows, he said he had
in mind the building of several more
bridges.

Mr. Brand: I did not say that, I said
there would be more crossings on the
Swan River built in the future.

Mr. J. HEGNEY. I thought that the
Labour Government had just about finished
the building of the Narrows Bridge, and
that it would be insufficient for the vehicles
plying on the highway. There should
certainly be more crossings on the river.
Under the Stephenson Plan it is proposed to
build a bridge over the river at East
Perth. I know that a survey has been made
with a view to building a bridge to join
the by-pass road further north of the Gar-
ratt Road bridge. But that is a few years
off.

Another project is what is called the
Gosnells-Beechborough Higchway. Bul the
authorities have run into trouble there,
because the Commonwealth Government
will not play ball, as that Government
nezds the area for runways for the Boeing
jets, The Main Roads Department will
have difficulty now in securing sufficient
land in that leeality. It will not be possible
for the department to obtain that land,
and it will probably resume it from more
pcpulated centres. This will be very bad
indeed: though it looks as if it will be in-
evitable when the time comes.

I was rather interested in the criticism
made by the member for Moore of what
is called the day-lahour system. 1 was
interested because I happened to work
under the honourable member’s father,
who was a very able inspector in the Mid-
land Junction Workshops. I would say
that there were opportunities outside the
workshops in those days where he could
have sought employment—in engineering
establishments and other places—but he
decided to seek his employment where there
was plenty of scope and where the day-
labour system operated, There was prob-
ably more scope for him there in the trade
he followed, and he subsequently became
chief boiler inspector in Midland Junection.
He was a most able inspector.

I was a very youhg man, apprenticed
at the time I knew him. But it is interest-
ing to see that he followed Government
employment from his very first days. His
son, on the other hand, does not seem to
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think that day labour has much in the
way of inducement for him. However, that
is the difference between father and son.
One seeks work where he can find good
employment and prospects on the day-
labour system, while the other follows

.another avacation altogether.

I do not intend to delay the House much
longer, but I would like to hark back for
a moment to the guestion of education:
1 mentioned the difficulties confronting
the State in its endeavours to raise the
school-leaving age. The next time he at-
tends a conference of Premiers, I trust the
Treasurer will follow up the work done by
his predecessor, the present Leader of the
Opposition. The previous Premier did
make an attempt to get the Commonwealth
Government to set up a commission for
the purpose of doing the same type of
work as is done by the University Commis-
sion in relation to the University.

The authorities went into the question of
the need for financing the universities
thoroughly; and when the Murray Com-
mission report was made available to the
Commonwealth Government it was adopted
practically in toto by that Government,
I think the time has arrived when the
Commonwealth should appoint a com-
mission for the purpose of going into
the needs of primary, secohdary, and
technical education. I suggest to the
Premier that, when he gets the oppor-
tunity at a subsequent Premiers’ Confer-
ence, he should raise that matter. I under-
stand other Premiers have done so; but it
looks as though we must be pretty per-
sistent in order to convinee the Commeon-
wealth Government that it should help
with more moneys so far as education is
concerned. That money cannot be devoted
to a better purpose than the educating of
the young men and women of our country.
1 have covered all I wanted to say; but if
I have omitted anything, I will mention it
at a later sitting.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Roberts) took
the Chair.]

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [10.401:
I would first like to congratulate the
member for Blackwood who has been
elected to the high position of Speaker of
this House. I wish him every success dur-
ing his term of office. I have listened to
his speeches with interest during my term
in this House, and know him to be a fear-
less debater. I trust his term of office
will be 2 happy and successful one, as I
feel it will.

Mr. Evans: Alsc a short one!

Mr. RHATIGAN: My congratulations
also go to the Premier and his Ministers
on their having sueceeded to the Govern-
ment bench. I feel sure that the people
of Western Australia will think as did the
people af the North, and accordingly the
term of office of this Government will not
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be extended for very long. However, I ex-
tend to the Government my congratula-
tions, and I trust that it will be its policy
to emulate that of the Hawke Government
in assisting the people of the North. When
I say that, I am particularly concerned
with the people in my own electorate.

With the shortage of loan funds, the
Hawke Government has done a mighty
job for the people of the North. It has
provided schools, hospitals, and public
amenities, which have never been known
before. I did not wish to refer again to
the pericd of stagnation we had for six
years during the McLarty-Watts Govern-
ment—commonly known as the LCL. I
think it was supported by a couple of black
crows ab the back. I trust we will not go
back to those days, and I hope the pre-
sent Government will earry on the good
work started by the Hawke Government.

There are many suggestions put up
nowadays for the advancement of the
Kimberleys. I{ appears to me that my
electorate has become what could he
termed a glamour electorate. We have
had wvarious politictans visiting the area,
and we even had the Press up there last
year, together with a few politicians. They
wore sombrero hats—great wide hats
worn by the drovers, and by people in
films. What benefit that will be to the
people of the North I do not know. At
present I understand that the Minister
for the North-West is doing a quick tour
with a few PFederal politicians.

Mr. Jamieson: Has he a hat like that?

Myr. RHATIGAN: I have no objection to
politiciahs—irrespective of their political
colour—visiting the North. I think it is a
great thing. But they should visit the
North in the dry months of the year;
namely December to March., I will com-
mend to the Premier that he authorise,
as Treasurer—

Mr. Cornell: Ancther issue of hats!

Mr. RHATIGAN: ——transport by road.
He should provide transport facilities
which are wused by shearers when
they travel to the North; perhaps he could
provide a truck which would enable mem-
hers top see the North as it really is, so
that the Premier will know that when we
make requests for subsidies for perishahles
and other things, we do really require
those facilities. Members should visit the
North in a truck and experience the con-
ditions under which the people in that
area live. If they become bogged and
stuck in a creek, that will not matter for
a few days, beczuse Parliament will not
be in session. I suggest that the Minister
for the North-West accompany the Pre-
mier on this trip.

Mr. Brand: How do the members of the
North-West get around? Do they get
around by truck?
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Mr. RHATIGAN: Yes; I get around by
truck. I trust consideration will be given
to that matter. It is unfortunate that
members representing the North-West
have to spend the hot months of the year
visiting their electorates and the wet time
of the year in Perth shivering in the cold
in order to attend Parliament. I suggest
to the Premier that he either hold two
sessions a year or shift Parliament to the
North.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Roberts) *
The member for Kimberley will get omr
much better if he addresses the Chair.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I give full marks to
The West Australian, despite remarks
which have been made by some of my
colleagues. I refer to an article pub-
lished in The West Australian of the 3rd
August, which is headed, '“W.A.-Federal
Partnership Plan for NNW.” In this article,
written by John Graham, Mr. Court is
reported as saying, among other things—.

People who live in the Kimberleys
are sick of hearing about the potential
of this country. They want to see it:
turned into reality.

I quite agree with the Minister for the
North-West, In The West Australian
dated the 23rd April, 1957, there is an
editorial headed, “Loyalty Begins at Home
in Pederal Politics.” I do not know whe-
ther members desire me to read the article.

Mr, Nalder: It is very interesting. Go
on!

[(The Speaker resumed the Chair]

Mr. RHATIGAN: Very well,
as follows:—

When peliticians are elected to the
Federal Parliament they are expected
to help and fortify the people of the-
State who put them there. It would
be wrong for them to conceive that.
once they became citizens of Canberra
they ceased to be citizens of their
places of origin.

These are elementary facts, so plain.
that normally they would hardly be
worth stating, But members repre--
senting Waestern Australia in the:
Federal Parliament on the Govern--
ment side seem to have forgotten sll
about them.

The Broome pearling business is the
latest example. We are told by
Senator Paltridge, Mr. Freeth and Mr.
Cileaver that it is a good thing for us.
to allow the Japs to prey on our
natural resources because of “our hid.
for trade with Japan.”

These pgentlemen say that, pending-
an infternational court's decision as
to whether the Japanese should or:
should not be allowed to come in, we
should let them in. That means we:
concede the damages pending the:

It reads
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hearing of the case. Yet our repre-
sentatives at Canberra, including at
least two men who have been legally
trained, applauded it.

Mr. Nalder Who wrote that?
Mr. RHATIGAN: The West Australian.

Mr. Nalder: You qguoted the writer of
‘the previous article.

Mr, RHATIGAN: This is an editorial.
‘I think the Minister is lax since he went
over East.

Mr. Nalder: You wait and see!

The SPEAKER;: Order!

Mr, RHATIGAN: The editorial con-
“tinnes—

It may be that, as a result of the
Prime Minister’s globe-trotting, the
Japanese have forgiven us for oppos-
ing their eynical and brutish assault
on our part of the world during the
second world war. But we ignhore all
the elements of Christian history if
we kKowtow to them now.

‘The Prime Minister spent one night in
:my electorate and three nights in Western
Australia during his globe-trotting tour,
which is referred to in this article. To
-continue—

Mr. Kelly, a State Minister, has ex-
pressed the Western Australian point
of view very well. Government mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament have
nothing to say in favour of their
State.

Note that! To continue—
They are concerned only with the

struggle for favour which goes on at
Canberra.

Note that! Continuing—
That is a sad thing to say, but there
is no contrary evidence.
Mr. Lewis: Is that in the leading
.article too?

Mr. RHATIGAN: Yes. If there is any
-contrary evidence I will be happy to hear
it, because I have a leaning towards The
West Australian. The editorial goes an to
58y —

Canbetra’s policy of contempt for
Western Australia has reached a stage
at which Western Australia’s members
should be putting on their thinking
(or acting) caps.

Mr. Lewis; You would not believe any-
thing The West Australian published?

Mr. RHATIGAN: I believe in this. To
-continue—

The Hawke Government has made
some mistakes here, but it has not
shown—

Mr, Brand: They let their heads go then.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I will read that again—

The Hawke Government has made
some mistakes here, but it has not
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shown the arrogance and ignorance
ahout distant parts of Australia which
characterise the Canberra crowd.

Mr. Lewis: Was not Menzies the first
Prime Minister to visit your electorate?

Mr. Toms: Well, he has been everywhere
else.

Mr. SPEAKER: QOrder!

Mr. RHATIGAN: It was a fleeting visit.
To continue with the editorial;—

Federal Government parliamen-
tarians should square up to this ques-
tion: are they looking for personal
advancement or for the welfare of the
country and the community?

What I have just read cut was quoted
from a leading article published in The
West Australian of the 23rd April, 1957. No
truer article was ever published. If
politicians went to the North by an over-
land route through difficult conditions,
they would realise what people there have
to put up with. These conditions cannot be
seen from an aeroplane or from g ship. If
given the amenities, the North would be
worth living in.

I have several articles here: “State Will
Go Ahead With Ord River Plan,” "“Minister
Returns With New Plans for North,”
“Movement in the North,” “Mr. Court
Says: N.W. Trip Invaluable,” and “Wild to
Seek Big Changes in NNW. Work.”

I made my first speech on the floor of
this House from where the member for
Murchison is sitting at this moment. We
have had enough lip service; we want
positive, realistic action. What are we
getting? Just lip service. I have asked a
couple of questions in this House, but I
have not received a satisfactory reply. I
would like to know what the Government
intends to do.

Mr. Hawke: That is the question.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Mr. Peter Browne said
in the Northern Times onh the 21st May:—
The two and a half million pounds
Federal grant for the development of
the North-West will not materially
help the Kimberleys.

I disagree with Mr. Browne, as it will
materially help. Personally, I am grateful
to the Commonwealth Government for
contributing that amount of money, which
has now been increased to £5,000,000. It is
a start. I would suggest that a committee
be formed consisting of five members on
which there should be a representative of
the Commonwealth Government, although
not as chairman. This committee should
have the say as to how and where the
money shall be spent. I was happy to hear
what the Minister for the North-West had
to say about the expenditure of that money
on the Ord River. I think that is one of the
vital steps towards populating the North.
There are several places that could be
dammed with beneficial results.
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I would also suggest that people in the
North on wages be granted complete free-
dom from taxation. Proportional benefits
could be granted up to 50 per cent. pro-
vided that the money was put back into
the properties. We are all aware of the
million acre properties which are held at
the moment in the Kimberley area.

We have a firm known as Vesty Bros.—
I think they call themselves the Australian
Investment Agency, or something like that
—which owns seven stations in my elec-
torate, consisting of 1,000,000 acres each.
During the last few years they have im-
proved demestic living conditions, but I do
not know of any fresh blood having been
imported into their stock. They have
bought up and ahsorbed small properties,
and I can name these places. They are as
follows:—

Stuart Creek Station

Gordon Downs Station

Flora Valley Station

Nicholson Station

Turner Station

Ord River Station

Spring Creek Station

The portion of Mistake Creek Station
which is in W.A.

These people have not put any new blood
into their stock whatsoever, They have
improved their homesteads because the
old ones were eaten down by white ants.
However, they have done nothing by way
of increasing their herds. A lot of their
holdings are not being utilised. I under-
stand they have an office in Perth, al-
though I think they may have one some-
where in Melbourne from where they
receive instructions and advice. I could
go back to 1854 when I quoted the ex-
penditure which was allowed to the Perth
office and the Eastern States office, but
I will not quote it again because that figure
could have increased.

These people are known as Vesty Bros.;
and in my opinion—I am not far out—they
have just plundered the land in the North.
I would suggest that the registered office
of the people who own these properties
should be at their station and not in St.
George’s Terrace or elsewhere.

The directors of these vast and rich
companies should spend at least six months
of the year on their properties. These
people are living in London and they could
not care less about their properties so long
as a dividend is coming in. I emphasise
once again, that the registered office of
these companies should be on their proper-
ties and not in St. George’s Terrace, Perth.
But I agree with the member for Pilbara—
he is my next-door neighbour—in his
advocacy that the Department of the
North-West be set up in the North.

In his speech the other night the mem-
ber for Subiaco advocated alterations in
the administration of the law in the North.
I can assure the honourable member that
despite his remarks about the magistrates
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who may have come up through the Crown
Law Department, we in the North are get-
ting complete justice and are quite happy
with the set-up, There are no requests
from there for solicitors. The magistrates
who have come up through the Crown Law
Department have done a mighty job in the
North and have carried the burden through
the years. Some of them have heen up
there for five or six years; and while T
realise that it was not his intention to cast
any reflection on them, I can assure the:
honourable member that at least the
people in the Kimberleys are happy about.
the way the laws of the State are being
administered by the magistrates.

The only other matter I wish to refer to
briefly concerns the all-important gues-
tion of natives, I had a cutting, but I am.
unable to lay my hands on it at the
moment, in which Mr. Hasluck said that
he was amazed at the difference in the
various State laws regarding natives. It
has taken him a long while to realise the
difference which exists in the various State-
laws. I was almost going to sleep when I
looked across and saw the Minister for
Native Welfare going to sleep. He is not
a bit interested in this subject; but I sug-
gest an effort should be made, on behalf
of these human beings, o have the laws in
the various States brought into line.

At times we have half-caste drovers
in charge' of at 1least:; 700 cattle
coming to the Wyndham Meatworks.
They have white men working under
them; and while they are in the
Northern Territory droving cattle they
are entitled to ge to a hotel and have
a drink. But as soon as they cross the
border to hring the cattle to the Wynd-
ham Meatworks they are not allowed in a
hotel, although the white men who are
working under them enjoy this privilege.
They ask these half-caste drovers to have
a drink with them, but they are not per-
mitted to enter the hotels. I am very glad
that the Minister has awakened, because:
this is an important subject.

The average price of the cattle driven
to the Wyndham Meatworks is £25 a head,
50 members can realise the importance of’
the jobs these half-castes have, They can
get a drink in the Northern Territory, but
as soon as they cross the border into
Western Australia they are disfranchised'
because of the Act. Can the Minister tell
me whether that is right?

Mr. Hawke: The Minister is silent.

Mr. Perkins: I am rather interested to-
hear what you did about it when you were
a member of the Government,

Mr. Hawke: You voted against the Bill
we introduced.

Mr. Perkins: What did you do when you
were over here?

Mr. RHATIGAN: I asked the Minister
some questions the other day, but the Min--
ister’s answer was a straight-out "No”. I
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:;asked whether he had given thought to the
:sugeestion I made in this House regarding
the abolition of the Department of Native
Welfare. The Minister did not say that
.he would give it consideration.

Mr. Perkins: I meant what I said,

Mr. RHATIGAN: The Minister said,
“No". Apparently he does not intend to
«do anything about it.

Mr. Perkins: Why don’t you be a bit re-
.Sponsible? When you see this speech, after
.you have had time to cool down, you will
wonder what you said.

Mr. RHATIGAN: The Minister would
.not know; he has been asleep.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
.memher will address the Chair and stop
these exchanges across the Chamber.

Mr. RHATIGAN: You were not in the
Chair when I first started to speak tonight,
Mr. Speaker, but I wish to congratulate
you and thank you once again, I know by
your actions to date that we can be assured
of impartial judgment on your part.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [11.61: I wish
‘to deal with a few items that have caused
.me some concern in recent days, and 1
shall discuss firstly the recent prose-
.cution of a person for having contra-
vened the provisions of the Transport
.Act. The other night I asked several ques-
tions on this matter, and I received
-answers that were guite appropriate con-
.sidering the remarks of the magistrate
‘who had heard the case. The Attorney-
General's answer was quite correct. He
said that the judiciary, which includes
‘magistrates, is independent and it would
‘not be proper for a member of the exe-
«¢utive to instruct a member of the judi-
ciary how he should conduct his court,
or what statement he should or should
‘not make therein. He went on to say he
‘would bring the question and the reply to
‘the notice of the magistrate concerned.

I realise the situation; but it was the
condy way I could have the matter aired,
and it was the only way that I could
-express resentment that a person in pub-
“lic trust, like a magistrate, should have
-taken unto himself the right to criticise the
‘laws of the land. We all know that magis-
trates are there to uphold the laws and
not to query whether the laws are right
‘or wrong. What made it worse was the
fact that during the same week that the
case was heard in court the magistrate,
who is quite well known, said that as there
‘was only one train a week and the in-
spector had stated that he had no clues
as to how many trains a week went to
Dwellingup, he would have to convict this
man Weston because he did not have a
‘license; but, the magistrate said, he had
his fullest sympathy. Weston was the
‘name of the man charged.
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During the same week, Weekly Notice
No. 30, was issued for the week ended
Saturday, the 1st August, 1959—for the
information of the staff only—by the hew
Commissioner of Railways whom this Gov-
ernment has appointed. On the front
page of that weekly notice was a re-
minder which was headed “A Little at
a Time’ Under it the following ap-
peared:—

Illegal road haulage can appear in
many forms. One of these is the
carriage of small items in the hoots
of cars by some country Hotel-
keepers and Storekeepers.

A case of spirits or a parcel of mer-
chandise may seem unimpartant, but
the loss of freight on such items is
considerable.

Help to eliminate such activities by
being on the alert and reporting any
suspected illegal road movements.

We have the position of a Commissioner
who, in good faith, has come to Western
Australia to improve the railway system
and its flnaneial position; and yet we find
that, despite the fact that he is making
an attempt to encourage the workers in his
department to bring to the notice of the
inspectors any haulage breaches that are
taking place, the magistrate who presides
over the case is loth to take action.

One can imagine the reaction that would
result when a magisirate adopts such an
attitude when these cases are heard be-
fore him, especially among the people who
are being asked to report such incidents.
They would naturally say, "It is too silly,
We go to the trouble to assist the Com-
missioner and then the magistrate hear-
ing the case says it is not justified.”

No doubt all members of this Chamber
are aware of the circumstances of the
case. The person charged was carrying
oxy-acetylene equipment—admittedly to
his own garage—in his car; but while
people such as he are enjoying reason-
abte railway freights on all goods con-
veyed to country centres, they must ex-
pect to have certain restrictions imposed
cn them, Such a person deserves every
condemnation of the court if caught com-
mitting a breach of the Act, and he should
not be semi-exonerated by the magistrate
in whose opinion the charge is not war-
ranted.

It is damaging to the prestige of the
railways for that man to state in court
that there was only one train a week_to
Dwellingup when, in fact, there were nine
transport services a week to that particu-
lar town, either by train or by road bus,
because anyone who sought to send a
parcel to Dwellingup by rail would natur-
ally think that there was only one service
to that centre every week and he would
therefore seek other ways by which he
eould have his parcel sent. Therefore, it
should be made quite clear to the general
public that there are, in fact, many more
services than one a week to that town.
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- On several occasions I have raised with
the Minister for Education the problem
of providing school accommodation for
<hildren in the Cloverdale district. Follow-
ing my representations I eventually re-
ceived a letter from the Minister advising
me, last December I think it was, that the
site which had been selected was adjacent
to the Belmont High School. How the
authorities concerned could finally arrive
at a’ decision such as that is beyond my
comprehension. There are many more
suitable sites available than those on the
western end of the housing development
in the Cloverdale area.

At one time a schoal site was reserved
at the corner of Hardy Road and Cue
Street of some 14 acres. However, due to
town planning in that area, development
was limited and it was felt that it would
be more desirable to swap the site selected
for one chosen by the Education Depart-
ment. If is now found that this site is on
semi-swampy land alongside the Belmont
High School and well away from the
majority of the houses in the district. This
will mean that the children will have to
travel a greater distance to attend that
school. Anofher bad feature of this school
being built at the extreme end of the dis-
trict is that the adjacent schools are over-
crowded and houses are still being built
in close proximity to thase schools. There-
fore, it must be expected that more child-
ren will be sent to them; and they cannot,
in all fairness, be asked to travel 1% miles
to this proposed new school.

I would suggest that the Minister make
a further inspection of the district so that
he may realise the blunder the department
has made in selecting a schoolsite in
more or less an industrial area rather than
a site which is more central and among
the majority of the houses already built
in that district. If this were done it would
also relieve the overcrowding of the Belmay
and Belmont primary schools. As the
Minister knows, overcrowding in a primary
school does not tend towards good handling
of the scholars and good management of
the school generally.

I am indebted to the committee of
residents of Tullamarine—a district in
Victoria—for some very interesting and
well-prepared information concerning air-
ports that are used by jet aircraft. Members
will recall that some time last year the
then Premier attempted, whilst there was
an examination being made, to ascertain
whether, instead of the present Guildford
airport being extended so that jet aircraft
could be accommodated, inquiries should
be made to find out whether the Gnangara
pine forest region at Wannerop would be
more suitable. Members will also recall
that representation was made to a Minister
of the Commonwealth Government; and
he, being a Western Australian could, with-
out much trouble, have had fhe position
clarified because he was well aware of the
conditions that prevailed in this State.
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He could have had an airport for jet air-
cff.ft established on the Lake Gnangara
site.

The main complaint in Tullamarine
seems to he—as it is in Perth—that built-
up areas being in close proximity to the
airport would resuit in the health of the
people and the well-being of the district
generally being detrimentally affected by
the jet aircrait that use that airport. I
will now read the letter which I received
from Mr. W. B. Murphy, the secretary of
that residents’ committee, dated the 19th
January, 1959. It is as follows:—

Dear Sir,

You will know that there is a move
to build a jet airport at Tullamarine,
only 11 miles from the centre of Mel-
bourne. The residents of the district
appointed a committee to draw up a
case against the proposal. A mass
of evidence has been brought together
concerning the operations of jet air-
craft that we regard as startling in its
character. It carries an important
warning for all centres of population
likely to be served by this form of
transport.

It is because of this that our com-
mittee was instructed by a recent
meeting of the residents of Tulla-
marine and the neighbouring districts
of Broadmeadows and Keilor to ad-
dress a copy of their submission on
the matter to all parties who may be
interested therein. We understand
that your electorate is in the neigh-
bourhood of a potential jet aerodrome.
We believe, therefore, you will find the
submission of intense interest.

This report, which these people have
gone to a considerable amount of trouble
to draw up, contains some startling dis-
closures. One of the most amazing is that
it has been the experience in other coun-
tries of the world that jet aircraft using
such airports as Idlewild in New York
and the London Airport, even after they
have been granted permission to use the
airports, are forced to use the strips that
extend over the sea except in urgent cir-
cumstances. It would seem that the Boe-
ing 707 is the principal offender bhecause
of the amount of noise it creates and it
is forced to use the strips, to leave or enter
the airport by way of the sea, because of
the disturbance the noise creates to the in-
habitants of those densely built-up areas.

I understand one strip at Guildford,
known as the 17 degree strip, will prove
a nuisance to the housing in East Belmont,
Cloverdale, Kewdale, and further on to the
more densely-populated areas of Carlisle
and Victoria Park. Experiments with these
aircraft have shown just how bad the
effect of their noise is: and under the
heading of, “Piercing Thunder” we find
the following report:—

The noise of jets is of a particularly
harrowing nature. In the words of an
American editortal—'*Unless you have
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heard the piercing thunder of a multi-
engine jet plane, you cannot fully
comprehend just how noisy one of
these high-powered planes really can
be.—Planes with conventional piston-
driven engines will seem like the sweet
sounds of a string quartet when com-
pared to the roar of those gigantic
jets.”

Quite apart from that, they create
trailing exhaust clouds that cause con-
siderable trouble to the aircraft operating
in Australia at present. No doubt mem-
bers will have seen pictures in the Press
of jets taking off from Melbourne and
Kingsford Airports in the Eastern States.
They no doubt have seen them leaving be-
hind a considerable amount of trailing
cloud which was reported on by various
people concerned, depending whether they
were for or against the airport company,
as heing cinder clouds or clouds of car-
bonised gaseous material that have eman-
ated from the fumes of these particular
planes.

So quite apart from the question of
noise, we have a further problem which
will be most apparent to those people
living in ¢lose proximity to the particular
area. Worse than that, the experiments
with these planes have shown that even
up to 3% miles of the point of roll-off—
that is from the end of the strip where
the take-off is to commence—there is a
high decibel reading which is more than
human beings can stand without interfer-
ence with their normal living standards.

In relation to this high decibel reading
I “t"ould like to read the following re-
port:—

The University of Chicago, in a study
of neighbourhood tolerance of noise,
came to the decision that from 87
decibels and higher people begin to
complain. At that stage conversation
is difficult and it is annoying to people.
Consequently, it has been assumed that
if noise can be kept to the level of 87
decibels it will he acceptable to air-
port neighbourhoods. Official tests at
Seattle on July 18 last with a fully-
laden Boeing 707 showed, however, that
at 34 miles from the start-of-roll the
Boeing passed overhead at only about
850 ft. and the overall decibel reading
was 102.

Attempts have been made to apply silen-
cers to these aircraft, but it was found that
every silencer fitted has cut down, by some
percentage, the power from the jet craft.
As a consequence, these silencers are not
very popular with the manufacturers or
the pilots, because they realise that at
take-off, at least, they must have all the
power possible to provide a reasonable take-
off. Indeed, when one cuts down the
power, it will he necessary to have a much
longer strip to enable the aireraft to
take off. It would also mean using more
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fuel in any standard flight to such an ex-
tent that if the performance of the air-
craft were to be cut by several per cent.

it would not be possible to run these air-

craft economically.

It has been said fairly authoritatively
that most airlines these days, having due
regard for the tremendous price of air-
craft, run at a very close margin, and any
interference with that margin would make
the craft most uneconomical to run, and
they would have to be discarded by the
firms concerned. Any jet airport which
is to be used in the circumstances in which
Guildford must be used—if it is to become
a jet port—will receive a considerable num-
ber of aircraft, and more and more will
come through as jets are used on over-
seas services,

This will be s0 because of the economy
of servicing these crafi at Guildford rather
than at Darwin. It is thought that
before long 43 square miles could be
affected by aircraft entering and taking off
—allowing for expansion of the airport—
as has been the experience in other air-
ports built up on the same basis.
That has become apparent in the
housing areas I have mentioned. The war
service homes section studies very keenly
any proposal for building homes in those
areas. That section relies on the informa-
tion which is available to it, and on what
has occurred in other districts and what
could occur to people living in homes which
are in close proximity to jet airports.

If the airport is to take up such a huge
portion of land and make the surrounding
district uncomfortable to live in, there is
more reason for this Government to make
further representation to the Minister for
Air—who happens to be a Western Aus-
tralian and should have the consideration
of the people at heart to some degree—
to see if some action could not be taken
to shift this airport before it is too late.

There is plenty of land in this State.
The airport should not be situated at
CGnangara if it is to interfere with the
air force station at Pearce. South of Perth
there are thousands of acres of land, only
about 11 miles from the city; there is
open country where jet aircraft can take
off and pass over industrial areas and the
sea, without causing any disturbance to
residences,

Mr. Fletcher: You mean fly over Fre-
mantle.

Mr. JAMIESON: Possibly further south.
Reascnably fast motor transport can take
passengers from the airport to the city.
There is another danger associated with
this matter. Jet aircraft are becoming
so huge and carry such great quantities
of fuel that, should an accident occur at
take-off, we could imagine the extent of
the disaster. Accidents do occur on some
occasions in spite of the great care taken.
We need only cast our minds back to the
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accident to the MacRobertson-Miller air-
eraft, “Fitzroy” which nearly caused a dis-
aster to the temporary housing camp at
Guildford.

If we were to have aircraft taking off at
the 17 degree strip, there would be much
concern. I am not so0 concerned if the air-
craft take off north or if they use the other
strip, because when they reach the houses
from those strips they would be fairly
high in the air.

They pass over the river through the
territory of Middle Swan. In the northern
extremity they pass over the Helena River
flats, at which stage they are very high.
To the south when aircraft take off they
are in the immediate proximity of houses
and thickiy-populated cenires, Should a
Jet airliner crash on take-off, with a full
load of fuel, untold damage to the passen-
gers in the aircraft as well as to the people
on the ground would be done. The latter
should not be subjected to any risk, if by
8 move on the part of the Government
these airliners can be placed far enough
away to avoid any such disaster,

There are some interesting statistics
relating to the report in question. One
which is of particular interest concerns
suppressors. It reads—

Suppressors Mean Loss of Power—
Severe Economic Problem.

Suppression of noise in aireraft
means loss of horsepower or thrust.
Giving evidence before a special sub-
committee of the United States Senate
Appropriations Caommittee, Mr. W. B,
Davis, Director of the Office of Flying
Operations and Air Worthiness, said,
“The manufacturers of the aircraft
have agreed they can sacrifice between
one and two per cent. of that power at
take-off and that is the limit to which
they can go and still have a paying or
efficient aircraft. Now, for instance, &
one per cent. loss of power means this
to jet transport —

You increase the take-off distance
by 2 per cent.

You decrease the climb perform-
ance by about 4 per cent.

You decrease the range of the air-
craft by 5 per cent.

“—A 5 per cent. reduction in range
or paylcad, you can take it either way,
on a 3,000-mile flight, would cut off 150
miles, which is the distance to an
alternative airport, or you can take off
that amount of payload, so that it is a
very severe economic problem.”

1" suggest that the Premier and his
colleagues do all in their power to remove
the jet airport from the proximity of the
city. If the 17 degree runway is extended,
the aireraft will fly very nearly over the
top of the Premier’s residence. The report
which I have read should be considered by
those who have the welfare of this State
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in their hands. Should trouble arise at a
later stage they are the ones who will have
to bear the brunt of it.

I wish to refer to some other problems,
of a controversial nature, which concern
me. Earlier in the session we were wonder-
ing what was the cause of the transfer
of Mr. Bond from the position of Under
Treasurer to that of Public Service Com-
missioner, and for the transfer of the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner to the position of
under Treasurer. Due to a Dorothy Dix
question asked by the member for Subiace,
or the member for Leederville, concerning
the amount spent by the Government on
alleged Labour Party advertisements, a flle
was placed on the Table of the House.

Dr. Henn: It was asked by me,

Mr. JAMIESON: Examining the flle, it
becomes abundantly clear that this officer
made the fatal mistake in effect of trying
to stop & man fighting in the ring with his
hands tied behind his back, by drawing to
the attention of the Government of the day
that the State trading concerns were being
unfairly treated by the advertisements
appearing in the Press at that time over
the signature of a person named Carter,
who purported to be the director of the
W.A, Trade Bureau.

Any fair-minded person would agree that
when a business or undertaking was
attacked—and it was attacked in regard to
administration, as distinct from a party-
political matter—in all justice it was
entitled to defend itself in some way.
By drawing attention to the fact that this
was an unfair attack, this officer did a
great service to this State.

While there is nothing on the file before
this House dealing with his transfer, it
could be presumed very clearly that the
Government thought he was not a good
officer to be retained in his existing
position because he had some sympathy at
least with the State trading concerns,
\?:l:’lch have been doing a reasonably good
job.

Mr. Cornell:
wide?

Mr. JAMIESON: Another mattter that
is of great interest is the contract of en-
gagement of one Mr. W. W. Mitchell as
Public Relations Officer to the Govern-
ment of Western Australla. It is pleasing
to note clause 7 of the agreement, because
it gives an indication for which the public
—and the workers of this State—have been
vwaiting for a long time. It is the Govern-
ment’s attitude in regard to basic wage
adjustments. It can be appreciated that
if the Governmeni did not agree with
basic wage adjustments, it would not write
anything into the contract dealing with
them. Rather, it would say that it was
far better to pay an extra £50 per year
than write such a clause into the agree-
ment because it was repugnant and agalnst
its policy.

Have you .ever bowled a
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However, the Government has agreed to
basic wage adjustments as granted by the
Arbitration Court and has written this
into the agreement in clause 7. The agree-
ment is paper 129 laid upon the Tahle
i:vf the House; and clause 7 reads as fol-
ows i —

When and as often as during the
currency of this Agreement there is an
increase or decrease in the weekly
amount of the basic wage for the
metropolitan area (as defined by the
Court of Arbitration} then as from
the date hereinafter mentioned in this
clause double the amount of that
weekly increase or decrease (as the
case may require) shall be added to or
subtracted from the fortnightly in-
stalments of salary which were pay-
able hereunder to the Officer im-
mediately prior to the date when the
declaration or amendment (as the
case may he) of the basic wage in
respect of that increase or decrease
became operative,

The agreement is signed by the Premier,
so it would indicate that he concurs in it.
As there is provision for a basic wage
adjustment, at least the workers of the
State will know where they stand as re-
gards the attitude of the Government in
connection with the rise and fall in the
basic wage. That having been cleared up
to the satisfaction of the publie, I am sure
they would greatly appreciate the Gov-
ernment’'s making a full and complete
statement on the matter rather than con-
fining it to the contract of Mr. Mitchell.

Recently, there has been quite an amount
of publicity in respect to hospitals being
built in the metropolitan area; and par-
ticularly those on the west side of the city.
While this is becoming an annual cry from
my particular point of view, I feel it is
high time that the Government recognised
that the south side of the river—or the
eastern side of the city—deserves some
early consideration regarding the provision
of a decent hospital. With the exception
of the small hospital in the South Perth
community centre which, in fact, has prae-
tically been provided by various Govern-
ments over the years, and the St. John's
Hospital at Belmont, there is nothing for
the people in that area where the popula-
tion is quickly growing and where there
are quite a number of housing settlements,

In answer to a question, the Minister
for Health told me recently that the Gov-
ernment is still trying to secure the Edward
Millen Home from the Commonwealth as
a stopgap hospital. I suggest these stop-
gap hospitals are not a very economical
proposition in the best of times. Con-
siderable alterations would have to be made
to turn it into a general hospital; and after
that, it would be a stopgap all right—it
would stop for some considerable time. A
site has been selected on the north-east
corner of the Collier pine plantation and
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there is no logical reason—except for
finance—why an early start should noi b.e
made on the provision of a hospital in this
area.

In regard to other matters in the district
associated with hospitalisation, there is an
ambulance centre and many people are
spending a considerable amount of time
and money for this purpose. This ambu-
lance centre is near the junction of Albany
and Welshpool Roads, in Norman Street;
and the sooner a hospital can be placed
there to be used in connection with this
facility, the better it will be for the popu-
lace in this area.

It is no good their seeing money spent in
the western territories where there are con-
siderable hospitals. The St. John of God
Hospital at Subiaco—a private hospital—
is of considerable size and is able to take
care of a number of patients from the sur-
rounding districts; but once one has to
bring patients over the Causeway there is
not only the difficulty of transportation in
time of emergency but there is the problem
of relatives who wish to visit a patient in
hospital. It must also be realised that a
family personh cannot be away from home
for very long, and, when one considers the
considerable amount to be paid in fares, it
becomes quite a burden to such persons
who have to visit people in hospital.

At this stage I would like to say a few
words about naturalisation ceremonies,
although they do not come under the
auspices of the State Government. I in-
tend to refer to the actions of various
people regularly attending the ceremonies.
I have been aftending them in various
municipalities and road districts over the
past seven years since I have been in par-
liamentary life, and it was not until the
advent of one Richard Cleaver to the
Federal seat of Swan that we saw an
atternpt to make political capital out of
the naturalisation ceremony itself. This
reached a very high peak—alinost unbe-
lievably so—at the last ceremony on the
south side of the river when this right-
eous gentleman enclosed his propa-
ganda within the Bible which is handed
out by the local authority.

When it comes to that, I feel that poli-
tics are reaching a very low ebb. The
other political representatives of the dis-
trict are just as entitled to have such
means made available to them. It would
be just too silly if the member for Can-
ning and myself and six Legisiative coun-
cillors were to enclose their political
pamphlets in the Bible. There would be
very little religious matter for people to
read after they finished with all we had
to say.

Mr. Cornell: Where would you put yours?
In the book of Revelation?

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes. I consider that
this matter is worth ventilating because
the position has reached such a stage that
these ceremonies, originally intended to be
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formally conducted by the local governing
bodies, have become political football
arenas. It does not stop at the distribu-
tion of the literature. The speeches that
are made when such persons as Richard
Cleaver are present, are of considerable
duration and very politieal.

_Frankly, when I follow him, I am poli-
tical. I do not deny that fact. The same
applies to any other member who might be
speaking. I do not think he should be
allowed to get away with it. Why should
he use the opportunity for political gain?
If he is going to make a three-guarter
hour speeeh on Liberal policy lines to the
multitude present, I am going to tell them
about the Labhour Party; and so is my
colleague from Middle Swan when speaking
on our behalf. It is something which
deserves very close scrutiny.

Mr. Bovell: I have attended a number of
naturalisation ceremonies and nothing like
that has occurred,

Mr. JAMIESON: He is the only one who
is involved in this matter.

Mr. Brand: Is this a road board or
council?

Mr. J. Hegney: Road board.

Mr. JAMIESON: A couple of road boards.

Mr. J. Hegney; The Belmont Road Board
puts it in the Bible. It is not fair. It
turns it into a political football match,
That is what it does.

Mr, JAMIESON: A couple of nights ago
we heard from the member for Claremont
some criticism of the set-up at Rottnest,
While not wishing to take up the cudgels
on behalf of those people, to any great ex-
tent, as my colleague here from Merredin-
Yilgarn has already done so, I would like
to indicate to all those concerned that this
particular accusation is untrue.

I am not referring to the office staff,
because there seems to be somewhat of a
cloud over them at present, and I know
nothing of their aectivities. But so far as
the manual workers, and those who per-
form the duties around the island are
concerned, I have been there on a num-
ber of occasions during the off-season and
have ngf{ been known to them. I have
walked freely around and gone along my
merry way, and I have seen hothing of
this alleged lazy, lackadaisical attitude
exhibited by those workers. As a matter
of fact, I had thought that they were
rather well employed; because when the
truck drivers were not employed in their
particular capacity, they were assisting the
carpenters and others in the building and
re-erection of the cottages transferred
there from the mainland.

Therefore, I would say that before any-
one makes sweeping statements in regard
to the people not doing a decent day's
work since they have been there, he
should ascertain clearly the facts and
have & wander around without being
heralded, and his coming to the island

807

being known. 1In that way he would be

able to see for himself what was hap-

aelzning. I would like to touch briefiy on
(-

Mr. W. Hegney: Crows!

Mr. JAMIESON: No. They have gone.
I want to touch briefly on the Health De-~
partment and its attitude with respect to
water levels in subdivisions in various parts
of the metropclitan area. In Cannington,
as members know, we have a very low-
lying and level area of ground which is
suitable, because of the number of houses
already there, only for housing purposes.

Never in this area has there heen any
trouble with septic sewerage systems or
drainage systems. Yet, due to the recom-
mendations from the Health Department
the subdivisions are constantly refused.
This area cannot be used for any other
particular purpose than for housing, as
there are sp many houses there at pres-
ent, Perhaps there are certain areas
where the limit of the 2 ft. 6 in. water-
table might be maintained; but I suggest
to the Minister for Health that his de-
partment review its particular objection
in so far as the areas like Cannington are
concerned.

Cannington has never been worried
with flooding; and it is not likely {0 be,
because of the number of lateral drains
there, and because the area is very flat,
Although, after a heavy downfall, there is
a considerable amount of water aroungd, it
will in an hour or so, have gone on its merry
way to the Canning River. If the depart-
ment is holding back for that particular
reason, it is unnecessarily holding bhack
considerable development in a central ward
of the Canning Road Board. The situation
deserves a very thorough investigation in
regard to its specific plight instead of he-
ing penalised by an overall refusal to al-
low subdivisions where sub-surface water
comes within 2 ft. 6 in. of the surface.

We saw some reports the other day of
the Country Party conference at which
various views were given on the advisa-
bility of the standardisation of the rail-
way gauge from Kalgoorlie toa Premantle.
I feel that until we achieve that stan-
dardisation of gauge and make Fremantle
a terminal port—an idea that one of the
Country Party Ministers at the conference
disliked—we will be unable to gain a de-
cent share of industrial development that
normally surrounds a big port. A number
of industries will be lost to this State. If
we view the Sydney scene, which is the
site of & terminal point on the eastern
side of Australia, we must realise that it
is vital that we convert Fremantle into a
terminal point. In that way we would
surely progress.

Earlier, the member for Victoria Park
mentioned something of the freedom of
the Press. I would like to make a few
comments about this matter. Of course,
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in this State, the Press is not free. In-
d;_aed. it is tied to one particular point of
view. :

While that might be all right for the
shareholders of The West Australian and
of Western Press, the time will come when
the attitude of these people in represent-
ing only one side of the case will be re-
sented by the public in no uncertain man-
ner. We cannot have freedom, without
freedom of the Press; and freedom of the
Press means what it says, and not the in-
terpretation which The West Australian
and Western Press wish to place on it—
freedom to do whatever they want to do.
All they want to do is to represeni cases,
of either a political or general nature,
from one point of view only, and not in
the public interest.

A similar state of affairs exists through-
out the Commonwealth at present; but one
of these days the people concerned will
regret the fact that they were not pre-
pared to allow the public of this country
a free and untrammelled Press, instead of
dictating their own line in regard to the
life of the community in general, in an
endeavour to run the country their own
way, and in accordance with the plans
laid down by the boards of directors and
the vested interests concerned.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has five minutes to go.

‘Sir Ross MecLarty: We do not want in-
timidation of the Press by Parliament.

Mr. JAMIESON: Unfortunately, we
E‘et intimidation of Parliament by the
Tess.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I move—

That the honourable member's time
.he extended.

The SPEAKER: His time is not up. He
has another five minutes to go.

Mr. JAMIESON: Another question to
which I desire to refer is the attempt by
the Liberal Party to disenrol a number of
electors in the East Perth and West Perth
electorates before the election. In view
of the close result of the election, it is
obvious what they were trying to do. It
was simply a political attempt to disenrol
& number of electors—a number of whom
made it abundantly clear in court why
they had not been home when political
canvassers called—so as to denude the roll
%f v'?ters who normally support the Labour

arty.

In the East Perth electorate there were
very few of them, if any, in the avenues
and the Queen’'s Crescent area of M. Law-
ley, into which the East Perth electorate
extends, or in the more illustrious side
of the West Perth electorate. All the
electors concerned were in the areas which
gave Labour reasonable support at the
previous election. Fortunately. those two
seats were retained by Labour, if only by
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reasonably narrow margins. But had those
several hundred electors been disenrolled,
the election would have had a different
result, and the Liberal Government would
have had a reel mandate. In fact, I doubt
whether the Country Party would have
been in it. At all events, the attempt did
not come off; and I say shame on the
people who instigated such a move right
on the eve of an election.

In recent times we have read in the
Press reports of a man named Thornton
coming to this State. The first I saw of
it was on the files of the News Weekly.
Then the member for Bunbury asked some
questions in this House; and it was realised
that somewhere amongst us was a person
named Thornton, repuied to be a leading
light in Communist circles in the Eastern
States. That may or may not be the
reason why, on the night of Tuesday, the
7th July, security police were present in
this Chamber. We have reached & pretty
pass if this Parliament is to be subject to
the activities of security police. I agree
that on the night in question there were
a considerable number of people in the
galleries; and possibly there should have
been more uniformed police in attendance,
as the conduct of some of the crowd in
the gallery was not that which is custom-
ary.

I believe that uniformed police could
have kept those people quiet and in order.
I believe that the presence of security
police was more likely to cause disruption;
because people who are angered resent it
when someone in plainclothes intervenes—

The SPEAKER: Order! The honour-
able member's time has expired.

Mr, TOMS: I move—

That the honourable member's time
be extended.

Motion put and passed.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber may proceed.

Mr., JAMIESON: I consider that the
Communist Party Dissolution Bill, and the
referendum associated with it, made it
abundantly clear that the people of Aus-
tralia respect political freedom; and so
I see no reason why we should not tolerate
anyone who wishes to enter these pre-
cincts, so long as he behaves and obeys
the rules set down by you, Mr. Speaker,
and the others who control Parliament
House. In those circumstances I think we
should allow anyone into the galleries—
whether it is Mr. Thornton or even Krus-
chev himself—if he wants to come.

However, we have reached the stage
where the security police have been given
authority to come here on one occasion;
and I feel personal resentment at the fact
that in any Parliament in which I have
sat such authority should have been given.
I do not think it likely that anyone will
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try to do away with members of Parlia-
ment by machine-gun fire or something
such as is seen in South African countries;
but I would remind the Government that
should such a thing occur, because of the
position of the entrance to the public
gallery, it would not be the Government
side which would be the focal point, but
members of the Opposition.

I hope we shall never see security police
in these precincts again by your authority,
Mr. Speaker, or that of anyone else.
Security police may be necessary for cer-
tain reasons in the community—although
that may be debatable—but I suggest that
if we keep this House free of them we will
be preserving a true democracy, and mak-
ing this Chamber a place where people can
expect to hear their representatives speak
in a free and untrammelled manner.

That we must have some sort of discipline
is obvious; and if on future occasions we
have a pood crowd in the gallery, I Ifeel
certain that the Commissioner of Police
would, at short notice, be able to provide
additional uniformed policemen to help
control that crowd.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I move-—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes—19.
Mr. Andrew Mr. Eelly
Mr, Bickerton Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Brady Mr. Moir
Mr. Evans Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Hall Mr. Rowbertry
Mr, Hawke Mr. Toms
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr, W. Hegney Mr. May
Mr. Jamleson {Teller.)
Noes—22.
Mr. Bovell Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr, Brand Sir Ross McLarty
Mr., Burt Mr. Nalder
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Craig Mr. O’Connor
Mr. Crommelin Mr. O'Nell
Mr. Grayden Mr, Perkins
Mr. Guthrie Mr. Roberts
Dr. Henn Mr. Watts
Mr. Lewls Mr. Wi
Mr. Mann Mr. 1. W, Manning
{ Teller.)
Palrs

Ayes. Noes.
Mr. Heal Mr. Court
Mr, Graham Mr. Hutchinson
Mr, Norton Mr. Owen

Majority against--—3.
Motion thus negatived.

MR. LAWRENCE (South Fremantle)
[12.15 a.m.]: May I take this opportunity,
Mr. Speaker, of congratulating you on your
elevation to your present position; and may
I ask you to pass on my congratulations
to your wife on having such a good hus-
band! I congratulate the Premier, in his
absence, and the Ministers of the Crown,
not so much for the good job they are doing,
but in the hope that they will do a good
job in the future. I should also like to
send my best wishes, along with the good
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wishes of members of both sides of the
House and yours, too, Mr. Speaker, to the
Minister for Health, who I helieve at the
moment is in Hollywood Hospital. I hope
some message will be sent to him hoping
for his early and full recovery. .
I do not wish to be parochial in my
attitude while speaking on this debate; but
at times one must be parcchial, and I
should like firstly to refer to those ex-
tremely good ceclours, red and white.

Mr. Hawke; Hear, hear!

Mr. LAWRENCE: I am pleased to hear
the acclaim of the House. I have even
espoused the cause of South Fremantle by
purchasing a new motorcar—through the
Treasury, of course—and having it painted
red and white.

Mr, Nalder: Up and down or round and
round?

Mr. LAWRENCE: Round and round.

Mr. Brand: No. East Fremantle's colours
run round and round.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Perhaps we are of
different religions. However, I would point
out that my biro pen is even coloured red
and white.

Mr. Hawke: Does it write red and white?

‘Mr. LAWRENCE: It is very right. We
all know the views of the Leader of the
Opposition in regard to foothall in his
own electorate. I think we are kindred
souls.

Mr. Hawke: What a team and what a
patron!

Mr. LAWRENCE: I hope that hoth our
teams, especially mine, will finish on top
this year; and when I say that, I do not
want the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
to take umbrage. I trust that you, Sir, will
have a long—perhaps cne should not say
that—and happy time in your position as
the august leader of this House, Anything
I can do to help you I know will be re-
ciprocated in the help that you will give
me and other members.

I am not very happy about the present
position in this State; I feel that it has
become economically unsound over the last
six months, as one can see if one surveys
the whole situation. I find that yunemploy-
ment is rife; and such a position never
arose while the Hawke Government was in
office. The South Fremantle electorate
has extended considerably. It is prohably
one of the largest electorates in the metro-
politan area. For instance 1,312 new
homes were erected by the State Housing
Commission in Willagee during the regime
of the Hawke Government. Also, some
800 homes have been huilt to com-
prise Baker's estate. The number of
war service homes built in my electorate
has also been considerable.

However, people who seek to build their

own homes are now finding it difficult to
obtain the necessary finance. Banks are
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apparently less inclined to lend money to
those people who are anxious to help them-
selves. I cannot understand why that is
50 unless it is because the banks consider
that the economy of the State is not as
sound as it was a few months ago.

Mr. O’Connor: A considerable amount
of money has been coming from outside
the State for home-building.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Does the honourable
member mean that money is being brought
into the State apart from that which is
raised in the State itself?

Mr. O’Connoer: Yes.

Mr. LAWRENCE: That has been the
position under the short regime of the
Liberal-Country Party Government to
date. 1 do not know why money is being
made available by interests from outside
the State when the Hawke Government
was able to find money from within the
State for home-building. That Govern-
ment did not seek outside capital except far
the development of industry.

Mr. O'Connor: You never caught up with
the need for houses, did you?

Mr. LAWRENCE: When the member for
East Perth became the Minister for Hous-
ing the lag was overtaken. No-one can
deny that.

Mr. Lewis: Not to a very great degree.

Mr. LAWRENCE: 1 disagree. In some
places there were more houses available
than there were requests for accommoda-
tion.

Mr. W. Manning: In Collie, for instance.

Mr. LAWRENCE: There may have been
a few vacant houses in Collie which would
probably would have been due to its shift-
ing population.

Mr, May: When was that?

Mr. LAWRENCE: The member for Collie
has now interjected; and I presume that at
a later stage he will put some questions on
the notice paper in regard to that matter.
I was under the impression that Collie
was well provided with homes, and I
did not think that there were many vacant
heouses at that centre.

Mr. May: It has a good member.

Mr. LAWRENCE: There is no doubt
about that. Let us look at how things
stood when the Hawke Government was
in office compared with how they stand
now with the Brand-Watts Government
in power. Whilst the State was being
administered by the Hawke Government—
I am sure it will not be long hefore it re-
sumes office—many necessary and impor-
tant public works were given precedence,
Among those that were commenced was
the Narrows Bridge: and also many main
roads were built and others were extended
under the previous Administration.

[ASSEMBLY.]

However, I am more interested in in-
dustrial peace. Today we find that cer-
tain employment factions are somewhat
disturbed. I cannot understand why.
Whilst the Labour Government was in
power we were able to resolve our labour
problems, but apparently today they are
not capable of being resolved by the Gov-
ernment. Today, workers generally are
showing some unrest because the employ-
ment market for workers is not good.

That brings me back to consider shipping,
which is the lifeline of this State and Aus-~
tralia as a whole because we are dependent
upon the ships for the transpert of our
goods averseas and for the importing of
many of our necessities.

As we are principally a primary-pro-
ducing State, we must export; and as Aus-
tralia is a continent, ships must visit our
ports to transport our products overseas.
However, I feel that the shipping position
in recent months has deteriorated to a
great extent. On reading a newspaper
article the other day, I noticed that our
exports have diminished to some degree.
I cannot quote that artiele for the informa-
tion of members because I have not got it
with me at the moment. Whilst the pre-
vious Labour Government was in office the
export trade flgzures showed an increase;
but today they are declining, and I wonder
why. I can find no answer t{¢ this ques-
tion.

I will now become parochial and speak of
the industries that have heen established
in South Fremantle. The number of new
industries that were established in my
electorate under the Hawke Government
was tremendous. They stretch from Fre-
mantle to Rockingham, and that is no small
area., To my mind these industries will
bring a great deal of revenue fo the cof-
fers of the State. It is also interesting io
note that many people follow agricultural
pursuits in the South FPremantle district,
such as markef gardening, ete.

Mr. Nalder: How is the onion crop
progressing?

Mr. LAWRENCE: It is quite good. The
rain has not been as solid as we would
have wished it to be, but the crop is quite
all right as far as I can ascertain. As
I said before, I do not wish to be parochial;
but industry has been helped considerably
in that area. The Onion Marketing Board
has introduced certain legislation which I
think is working quite well. It is inevit-
able that some people should like it while
others do not. But one must put one’s
political views to one side; and irrespective
of one's party beliefs, one must calmly and
simply follow the whole progress of the
unit in which one is interested. Person-
ally, I am not interested in a single unit
such as my electorate alone. I am in-
terested mot only in Western Australia,
but in the whole of Australia; and, there-
fore, to take it one step further, in the
whole of the world.
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One other matter to which I wish to
refer—and this will interest the Attorney-
General—is that of juvenile crime in this
State. It is very difficult for me to under-
stand this feature of our living; but one
has only to pick up the daily newspaper
to read of the number of young people
who have been arraigned before both the
Children’s Court and the Criminal Court
for offences which in some cases are un-
forgivable. Why is this so? Is it because
of cur standard of education? Is it some-
thing that is denied to the children of the
State? Is it something which they as-
similate through wrong education, and by
the viewing of films which are not good for
them? And there are many such films. I
think ‘it is important to realise just why
these children commit such crimes.

Some of them come from good
homes; they get plenty to eat; they are
allowed to the pictures once a week, as
long as they chop the wood, and do the
washing occasionally, I cannot under-
stand, therefore, why they commit these
erimes; and the Minister might take some
steps to see how the matter can be recti-
fied. I do not see how it can be totally
eliminated, but we could do something to
help these young people.

In my own electorate I have had con-
siderable assistance from the Treasury
Department inasmuch as there are two
police boys’ clubs established in that area,
and we are very happy with them. I have
checked with the local constabulary; and
I find that they, too, are very pleased with
the set-up, because they feel that it has
helped to reduce the incidenee of crime
to some degree.

Mr. Nalder: Is the percentage of juven-
ile erime in Western Australia any worse
than it is in any other part of the Com-
monweglth

Mr. LAWRENCE: No; and I do not
want to draw a comparison between one
State and another. But to my way of
thinking there should be no ¢rime among
juveniles. We are probably on a par with
other States of the Commonwealth, but
I still think that we can decrease this
incidence of juvenile crime; and the only
way that can be done is by establishing
further centres and youth clubs such as
those to which I have referred. ‘They
would help considerably in keeping young
girls and boys off the streets. I am certain
that youth clubs are the answer to our
problem. They would certainly help these
young people to expend their energy in
good clean sport rather than in crime.

I would now like to touch on one other
point in relation to the waterfront. As
1 see it, the guantity of shipping is, to
some degree, falling off. That must be
apparent, especially to members from the
country areas. If our exports fall away,
that will not augur well for people in the
country areas; and, having regard to the
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fact that some of the areas in my elector-
ate are farming areas, I hope the Govern-
ment will see its way clear to giving some
further assistance to those farmers.

The final point I wish to make is that
I think some long view should he taken
of banking Tfacilities, and ecredit being
given to-people who are prepared to settle
on the land., We all know that when
pecple settle on the land they produce the
wealth of the country. With those few
remarks I once again congratulate you,
Sir; and I trust the Governmeni as it
stands—not for very long, I hope—will do
the right thing.

THE HON. D. BRAND (Greenough—
Premier) [12.401: I do not propose to
make any reply at this stage, except to
take the opportunity of thanking members
for their good wishes, and of officially con-
veying to you, Mr. Speaker, our very good
wishes for a long and happy experience in
the Chair. The debate on the Address-in-
reply has gone on for a long time, and there
have been moves to amend it. Opportunity
was taken to place emphasis on problems
which the Opposition cared to place before
the House. It is not my intention at this
stage to reply to the very many questions
and matters which have been raised by
members here. In order that the motion
may be passed, and in order that the
legislative programme may  proceed
tomorrow, I support the motion.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILLS (1) —FIRST READING

1. Museum.

2. Art Gallery.
Introduced by Mr. Watts (Minister for
Education).
3. Foot and Mouth Disease Eradication
Fund.
4. Filled Milk.
Introduced by Mr, Nalder (Minister
for Agriculture).
5. Parliament House Site Permanent
Reserve (A41162) Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Wild (Minister for
Works).
6. Fire Brigades Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr Brand (Premier) for
Mr. Ross Hutchinson (Chief Secre-
tary).
7. Police Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Perkins (Minister
for Police).
8. Justices Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Watts (Attorney-
General).

9. Judges' Salaries and Pensions Act
Amendment,

10. Fatal Accidents.
11. Money Lenders Act Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Watts (Att.orney.
* General),
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12,

13.
14.

15.

-16.

17.

[COUNCIL.]

Industry (Advances) Act Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Brand (Treasurer).

Tourist.

Introduced by Mr. Brand (Minister for
Tourists).

Traffic Act Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Perkins (Minister

. for Transport).

Railways Classification Board Act
Amendment.

Introduced hy Mr. Perkins for Mr.
Court (Minister for Railways).

Health Act Amendment.

Introduced by Mr. Brand for Mr. Ross
Hutchinson (Minister for Health).

State Concerns (Prevention of Dis-
posal).

Introduced by Mr. Hawke.

ROYAL COMMISSIONERS’ POWERS

ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

House adjourned at 12,59 a.m. (Thursday).
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

MINERALS
Government Drilling Programme

1. The Hon. J. D. TEAHAN (for the Hon.

J. J. Garrigan) asked the Minister for

Mines:

(1) What amount of maoney has been
allocated by the Government this
financial year for drilling through-
out the State for gold and other
minerals?

{2) How many drills does the Govern-
ment possess?

(3) In what areas are these working
at the present time?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) Allocations are in the process of
being decided. It is not my inten-
tion to evade answering this ques-
tion, but the allocations of the
logn funds are in the process of
being determined, and I will not
know in the immediate future
what amount will be made avail-
able to the department.

(2) Seven diamond drills, one rotary
drill, and two percussion drills are
owned by the Mines Department.

(3) Ord River (2), Coolgardie (1),
Day Dawn (1), Fremantle Bridge
(1), Tallering Peak (1), Badgin-
garra (2). Two machines are
undergoing overhaul.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION

Bunbury Staff

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON asked
the Minister for Mines: -
Wauld the Minister please supply
a list of the staff at the Bunbury
office of the State Housing Com-
mission showing their official titles
and their particular duties?

The Hon. A, F. GRIFPFITH replied:

Clerk-collector, Mr. J. G. Gibson:
Responsible for Bunbury office;
all Bunbury rent collections, bank-
ing and returns, etc, to Head
Office. Duties include tenancy and
arrears investigation and inquiries
installation of tenants, mainten-
ance complaints and generally act
as Commission’s agent.

Junior clerk, Miss V. Stockins: At-
tends to office inquiries during
absence of clerk-coliector, answers
telephone, and generally assists in
the office.

The supervisors also hased at Bun-
bury Office are—Mr. S. Major and
Mr. R. Leitch (supervisors Grade
1). Mr. Major is responsible for
the whole of the lower South-
‘West, and the Bunbury area in
particular. Mr. Leitch, under Mr.



